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	CONVERSATIONS WITH ATTORNEYS AND OTHER

NON-DCFS INDIVIDUALS
This is to remind staff of the guidelines setforth in Procedural Guide 0300-506.05, Conversations With Attorneys And Other Non-DCFS Individuals.
On occasion, a CSW may be contacted by an attorney who does not represent a parent or child in dependency court, but who represents the person in another legal forum, such as in a criminal, civil or family law court.  However, generally, the CSW will have the most contact with attorneys who represent the parent or child in a dependency case.  The CSW can also expect to have contact with the attorney who represents the child in a juvenile delinquency case where the child has been accused of a crime (WIC 602 & WIC 241.1 proceedings).  Additionally, the CSW may be contacted by an attorney who represents someone other than the parent or child.

Although a parent or child may be represented by a privately retained attorney or by an individual attorney appointed by the court, in Los Angeles County, most parents involved in the dependency system, or children involved in the dependency or delinquency systems, are represented by attorneys employed by legal organizations.  Some of the main attorney groups that the CSW will encounter are listed below.  Most often, those organizations employ support staff to assist the attorneys with client representation, such as paralegals, mental health professionals, investigators, or staff which the organizations may call "social workers."  The CSW may experience contact from such staff on behalf of the attorney.

· Children's Law Center of Los Angeles (CLC)

· Los Angeles Dependency Lawyers (LADL)

· Alliance for Children's Rights (Alliance)
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
Communication with a Parent's Attorney

The term “parent’s attorney” refers not only to the attorney, but also to a paralegal, “social worker”, investigator or any other person working for that parent's attorney. CSWs shall not engage in any contact with a parent's attorney prior to informing and receiving approval from County Counsel, except as indicated below.  In addition, CSWs shall not release any written documentation to a parent's attorney without first consulting with County Counsel.

Communication with a Child’s Attorney

When a child’s attorney attempts to contact a CSW, it is departmental policy that CSWs can communicate with the child’s attorney for the limited purpose of discussing the status and well being of the child, as indicated below.  The term “child’s attorney” refers to a Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles (CLC) attorney, as well as the Los Angeles Dependency Lawyers (LADL) attorney appointed to represent the child in dependency proceedings.  It also includes a youth’s Public Defender or delinquency attorney.  In addition, the term "child's attorney" also refers to a paralegal, social worker or any other person working for that attorney.  The CSW should not discuss any other matters with the child’s attorney without first consulting with the assigned County Counsel so that a determination can be made whether it is advisable to have the County Counsel attorney be present during the discussion. (See Procedural Guide 0300-506.08, Communications With a Child’s Attorney

CSWs SHALL NOT SPEAK WITH OUTSIDE COUNSEL EXCEPT TO:

1. Receive information from the parent’s attorney regarding the parent’s attempts to comply with court orders. 

2. Receive information from the parent’s or child’s attorney regarding new information about the parent, the child or the child’s caregivers.

3. Provide the child’s attorney with such information as the child’s whereabouts, physical well-being (e.g., current health condition, medications taken, hospitalization, etc.), emotional well-being (e.g., any diagnosed condition, hospitalization, psychotropic medications, etc.), legal status (e.g., arrests, incarceration, etc.), placement status (e.g., shelter care, long-term placement, run away, the placement facility has been placed on the do-not-use or do-not-refer list, etc.), and face-to-face contacts between the CSW and the child (i.e., contacts made, contacts missed, etc.), and visits between the child and his/her parents and/or siblings, etc. 

If the conversation goes beyond the above-cited subjects, the CSW shall not continue the discussion without consulting with County Counsel.

In addition, at no time is the CSW to permit an investigator, "social worker" or unauthorized person to attend any visits or CSW interviews without first consulting with County Counsel.  However, this should not prevent the visit between the parent and the child from occurring.
CSWs should never feel pressured to commit to a position or recommendation during a contact with an attorney.  If the CSW is feeling pressured, the CSW should state that (s)he wishes to consult with County Counsel and have County Counsel be present to advise him/her during the conversation with the attorney.  The CSW should always evaluate the information provided by an attorney and discuss it with County Counsel prior to making any statement to an attorney or committing to a changed recommendation.  See Procedural Guide 0300-506.05, Conversations With Attorneys And Other Non-DCFS Individuals, for further details.
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