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	CHANGES TO REGIONAL CENTER’S EARLY START PROGRAM 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
This is to advise staff that in accordance with the Fiscal Year (FY) 2009-10 Trailer Bill language (ABX4 9, Chapter 9, Statutes of 2009) enacted on July 28, 2009, Early Start program eligibility requirements have been amended to eliminate "at risk", as an eligibility criterion.  Specifically, effective 10/01/09, there will be no Early Start Program Services for infants/toddlers who were previously receiving, or might have in the future received such services due to the eligibility criterion of being "at risk" of having a substantial developmental disability due to a combination of biomedical risk factors.  NOTE: It is the sole responsibility of the Regional Center agency to determine whether a child qualifies and/or continues to qualify for Early Start/Regional Center services. 
Currently, children who receive AFDC-FC or AAP benefits, and are concurrently consumers of California Regional Center Services, which includes Early Start program services, are eligible for the dual-agency rate under WIC 11464.  If a child's only services provided by Regional Center are Early Start services and the Early Start services were based on the eligibility criteria of "at risk" of having a substantial developmental disability, they will no longer be eligible for the Early Start services.  As such, the child will also no longer be a consumer of Regional Center services. Therefore, the child will not be eligible for the dual agency rate as WIC 11464 requires the child be a consumer of Regional Center services.  Hence, effective immediately, CSWs shall do the following:

· If aware that the child's status in Early Start is a result of "at risk" eligibility, contact the child’s Regional Center Coordinator and request that he or she notify the CSW if the child's Regional Center status changes after his or her agency’s mandated determination regarding Early Start eligibility.

· Ask the caregivers of children in their caseload who receive Early Start services, if they have been notified of any change(s) regarding the child’s eligibility for Early Start services.   Obtain any available verification. 
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
NOTE: With the Trailer Bill Language redefinition of eligibility for the Early Start program, "at risk" infants/toddlers impacted by this change have no right to a fair hearing seeking continued eligibility due to ‘at risk’ factors.  However, a fair hearing regarding the Regional Center’s action may be requested if it is believed that the child meets the eligibility requirements for Regional Center services due to a developmental delay or an established risk condition.   If necessary, assist the caregiver in this process and involve the assistance of the Office’s Regional Center Team/Liaison.  See Procedural Guide 0600-520.00, Collaborating with Regional Center to Provide Services to Children/Youth, for more information.
· If the caregiver indicates that he or she has not received such notification, remind the caregiver of his or her reporting responsibilities which include immediately notifying the CSW if, and when, the child's Early Start services will be discontinued.  Let the caregiver know that the failure to comply with this requirement can result in potential overpayments for which the caregiver may be responsible to repay. Document the contact in the Contact Notebook, including the fact that the CSW informed the caregiver of his or her reporting and probable overpayment responsibility.
· Upon receipt of information/documentation (from caregiver or Regional Center) that the child is no longer a consumer of Early Start services, submit a DCFS 280 (or AAP 2 for Post-adoption Services (PAS) cases) requesting that the dual agency rate be changed to whichever is the appropriate rate for the child.  Attach any corresponding verification.

· If the child is no longer eligible for the dual agency rate, consult with the PHN to determine if the child may potentially qualify for an F rate and as applicable, follow procedures set forth by Procedural Guide 0900-522.11, Specialized Care Increment (SCI) – F-rate, for more information and instructions.   As appropriate, refer the child to any other available alternative services/resources in the community.

Staff shall refer to Procedural Guide 0900-511.12, Regional Center Rates for Dual Agency Children for more information on the dual agency rate and more detailed instructions on procedures to follow when there is a change affecting the dual agency rate. 

They may also go to the Department of Developmental Services’ (DDS) internet home page at www.dds.ca.gov for a posting of the summary of that department’s budget reductions and to www.leginfo.ca.gov to view the Trailer Bill language (ABX4 9, Chapter 9, Statutes of 2009).
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