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	WHEN IS AN ASFA HOME ASSESSMENT NEEDED
It has come to our attention that there seems to be a great deal of confusion regarding when an ASFA home assessment/reassessment is required in specified situations.  In consultation with the ASFA Division, Revenue Enhancement and the Policy Section the following  guide was developed.
SITUATION











ASFA ASSESSMENT REQUIRED
FFA Certified Home












No
The Relative/NREFM is currently a State licensed foster home




No 
The Relative/NREFM is a certified foster parent through an FFA,

 - Child is placed in the home  as a “relative placement” 





Yes
The Relative/NREFM is a certified foster parent through an FFA. 

Based on the child’s needs the appropriate placement is in the home of a FFA 

certified foster parent who is also the child’s Relative/NREFM.  

This placement is considered a “FFA Placement.”






No

Probate Legal Guardianship Case










No
Non-Relative Extended Family Member (NREFM) who is a Legal 

Guardian - No Court Supervision









No

Non-Relative Extended Family Member (NREFM) who is a Legal 

Guardian - With Court Supervision









Yes
Non-Related Legal Guardianship (foster parent) - No Court Supervision


No
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
SITUATION










ASFA ASSESSMENT REQUIRED
Non-Related Legal Guardianship - With Court Supervision




Yes
















(In order to ensure Federal Funding)

Relative/NREFM open court jurisdiction








Yes
Relative/NREFM voluntary placement









Yes
	Court Case Relative seeking Kin-GAP Guardianship
	An ASFA assessment must be current prior to Kin-GAP guardianship being granted. (i.e., less than one year.  If the home approval is over a year old, a new home assessment is required prior to closing the case)

	Court Case Non-Relative Extended Family Member 

seeking Guardianship

	An ASFA assessment must be current prior to legal guardianship being granted.(i.e., less than one year.  If the home approval is over a year old, a new home assessment is required prior to granting legal guardianship)



ICPC.  Out of state placement into a relative or NREFM home.  With an out-of-state placement Revenue Enhancement requires a license/ assessment/ certification of the home to ensure that the home meets the ASFA standards.  Different states have their own requirements.  Some require the home to be licensed while others have an assessment process the same as California’s.  

The home of an Non-related legal guardian is not subject to any type of annual assessments, no more than would an adoptive home. If not a court dependent, the only requirements are in WIC 11405 (6 months visit, assessment and case plan update every 6 months.) If a court dependent, they are subject to every 6 month court hearings, but nowhere is there a IV-E requirement that a guardian home be reassessed periodically.

[image: image3.png]=

CALiFor\P-



