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	MAT SUMMARY OF FINDINGS REPORT

This is a reminder to CSWs of DCFS policy that the MAT Summary of Findings Report be incorporated into court reports and that the Summary of Findings Report be submitted to the Court.

The MAT assessment is intended to identify any special needs a child(ren) may have and identify parental issues that place the family in danger of a lengthy separation.  The information gathered for the MAT assessment will be used to determine what services are most needed by the child(ren) with the intention of using the information for the most appropriate placement of the child while ensuring that the child’s needs are met.

The information gathered by the assessment is used to determine what services are most needed by the child and what is the most appropriate placement thereby reducing the amount of time the child is separated from his/her family.  The assessment process culminates in the MAT Summary of Findings Report and is incorporated into the child’s Case Plan presented to the court

The DI is Responsible for

· Updating the court as to the status of the MAT assessment in the Jurisdiction/Disposition Report;

· When the MAT assessment is completed, incorporate the final Summary of Findings report into the court recommendations of the Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing Report; 

· Attach the final Summary of Findings Report to the court report:

· If the initial case plan is significantly changed by the final MAT Summary of Findings Report, a case plan update is required.  Attach the updated case plan to the court report;
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
· When the MAT assessment is not complete, respectfully remind the hearing officer that the assessment will take 30-45 days from the MAT referral date, and provide the court with the following information:

· What provider is conducting the assessment;

· When the case was referred;

· Who the contact person is for the assessment;

· Give as much detail as to where the family is in the process; and,

· Formulate a tentative court orders and case plan based on your conversations with the DMH Provider.

· If the Jurisdictional/Dispositional hearing was continued to a later date for receipt of the MAT results, attach the final MAT Summary of Findings report and incorporate the report into the court recommendations and case plan for the family.  

· If the initial case plan is significantly changed by the final MAT Summary of Findings Report, a case plan update is required.  Attach the updated case plan to the court report.  

NOTE:
In Vertical Case Management Units, if an ISW is assigned to the case the ISW must complete the DI responsibilities.  If an ISW is not assigned to the case, the case carrying CSW must complete the DI responsibilities

Post Disposition

Case-Carrying CSW Responsibilities

· Walk on the final MAT Summary of Findings report using the MAT Court Cover, available on CWS/CMS under LA County specific templates.  Indicate if DCFS is recommending modifications to existing court orders.

· If the initial case plan is significantly changed by the final MAT Summary of Findings Report, a case plan update is required.  Attach the updated case plan to the court report.

See Procedural Guide 0600-500.05, Multidisciplinary Assessment Team (MAT)
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