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	RECOMMENDATION ORDER TO COURT FOR MENTAL HEALTH/DEVELOPMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND RELEASE OF INFORMATION
This is to advise staff that the recommendation order to Court for Mental Health/Developmental Assessment and Release of Information has been revised.  

In 2002, a lawsuit (Katie A.) was filed against the State of California and Los Angeles County on behalf of children in contact with the County’s foster care system stating that they were not receiving mental health and other services that they were supposed to receive.  In July 2003, the County entered into a settlement agreement and agreed to ensure that the needs of children in or at risk of foster care were identified and provided with the mental health services that they need.  As a result of this lawsuit (Katie A.), children receiving ongoing child welfare services from the Department (voluntary or court) and with a positive Mental Health Screening Tool or Observation of a Behavioral Indicator shall be referred to the appropriate mental health services.  See Procedural Guide 0070-516.05. Screening and Assessing Children for Mental Health Services and Referral to the Coordinated Services Action Team (CSAT).  
The Department is actively seeking to meet the mental health needs of children receiving services from the Department (voluntary or court).  In order to do so in a timely manner, the CSW needs to obtain consent for mental health treatment and authorization for disclosure of Protected Health Information by having the parent(s)/legal guardians sign the DCFS 179-MH and DCFS 179-PHI.  For court cases, if these forms are not signed before the Detention hearing, the CSW must request in the Detention report that the court make the following order for mental health services and release of information:
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm 

Eligibility Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20FCE/TableofContents.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
It is respectfully recommended that the court make the following order: 

“The court orders a mental health and/or developmental assessment of the child[ren] _______________________ to be performed by a licensed mental health professional within the State DMH approved disciplines.  Further, the developmental assessment of the child[ren] may be performed by an approved Regional Center provider.

The above referenced mental health and/or developmental assessment is to be used solely for the purpose of coordinating/providing treatment and/or other services for the child[ren].

Upon recommendation of the approved professional, necessary mental health and/or developmental treatment is authorized and DCFS is to secure services to be provided by a licensed mental health professional within the State DMH approved disciplines or a qualified person under the direction of a licensed mental health professional within the State DMH approved disciplines.  Further, necessary mental health and/or developmental treatment may be provided by Regional Center staff or an approved Regional Center provider.  The child[ren]'s attorney is to be notified within 72 hours from the time the child[ren] is referred for mental health and/or developmental treatment.

This order does not apply to administration of psychotropic medications.

The child[ren]'s service provider shall provide DCFS with information relevant to the care and treatment of the child[ren] upon request by DCFS.  Such information shall not include the details of therapeutic sessions or statements made by the child[ren] unless otherwise required by law.  Further pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code Section 5328.04 and Civil Code §56.103 information disclosed pursuant to this order may not be admitted into evidence in any criminal or delinquency proceeding against the child.  Nothing in this order shall prohibit identical evidence derived solely from other lawful means from being admissible in a criminal proceeding.

DCFS is to regularly update this Court, all parties to this case, and their legal counsel, regarding the status of the mental health and/or developmental assessment and treatment authorized pursuant to this order.”

The following Procedural Guides have been updated to reflect this change:

0300-303.15, Writing the Detention Report

0600-500.05, Multidisciplinary Assessment Team (MAT) 
0600-500.20, Protected Health Information/Medical Information: Access and Sharing

0600-501.09, Consent for Mental Health and/or Developmental Assessment and Services
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