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	CURRENT PSYCHOTROPIC MEDICATION AUTHORIZATIONS (PMAs) ATTACHED TO CWS/CMS CASES




This FYI has been updated to reflect the correct contacts numbers for the PMA Desk.

The Department is pleased to announce that as of October 1, 2010, all Psychotropic Medication Authorizations approved by the Dependency Court are being scanned into a .pdf file and attatched electronically to the child’s case. These documents are being attached to the “Case Notes” section of the cases and can be opened and printed out as needed by all staff who have access to the case. The PMA unit members will notify the CSW, PHN and D-rate Evaluator (if a PMA progress report is ordered) by e-mail when the the approved PMA is attached to the case and will no longer mail hard copies of the PMAs to CSWs. For the time being, the PMA unit will continue to send hard copies to the child’s relative caregiver or foster parent, and email notifications to FFA or group home providers.

The PMA Unit is also scanning and attaching all current PMAs to cases. PMAs expire every six months, or when a new PMA is submitted. Staff may find multiple approved PMAs in each case but only the most recent approval is valid. For more information about psychotropic medication authorization, please see Procedural Guide 0600-514.10, Psychotropic Medication:  Authorization, Review and Monitoring for DCFS-Supervised Youth.

CSWs are reminded to include a copy of the most recent PMA in the placement packet when placing children who are prescribed psychotropic medications. In addition, any time a child is being replaced, a two-week supply or refill for all prescription medications should always accompany the child.

If you have any questions about a PMA that has been submitted to the court or need to locate a 
PMA that has been approved by the court, contact the PMA unit at (562) 903-5335, 5336, 5333
 or 5326. The fax number is (562) 941-7205 or you can reach the PMA unit via
email at PMA@dcfs.lacounty.gov. For other questions regarding the PMA process, 
contact CSA I Lorena Moya-Rivas at (562) 903-5385.



	[image: image2.png]



	[image: image1.png]



	
If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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