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	MENTORING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DCFS YOUTH
This FYI cancels FYI 09-43, Mentoring Opportunities For Youth issued on 08/20/09.
The DCFS Mentoring Section is now accepting referrals for youth who would benefit from a relationship with a caring adult Mentor.  

What is mentoring?

Mentoring is a relationship between an adult and a youth where the adult volunteers his or her time to provide a youth with support, guidance and friendship.  Noteworthy is that the adult mentor is not being paid.  The key emphasis is the relationship and sharing experiences.  This one-on-one relationship helps to develop the mentee’s (youth’s) sense of importance, self-efficacy and confidence.
Which youth are eligible for referral?
To be considered an appropriate candidate for the Mentoring Program, the youth must meet ALL of the following criteria:
· Youth must be between 10 and 17 years old  

· Youth must be placed in a Group Home, FFA, foster family home, or Relative Care 

· Youth must have been in out of home care for a minimum of 18 months  

· Youth must have no immediate plan (within the next 18 months) for reunification, guardianship or adoption 

· Youth must have no severe psychological or behavioral problems 

· Youth must be motivated to participate in the program for a minimum of one (1) year  

· Youth in Legal Guardianship, adoptive planning, or are transitioning out of the system (Emancipating) within 12 months are not eligible for participation.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
Why should youth be referred for mentoring?

Youth in out of home care can derive great benefit from a strong positive mentoring relationship.  This will support stability in placements, greater opportunities for success and permanent connections.  Mentoring can lead to a more successful transition out of the system and a lifelong connection.

What is the referral process?

· CSW completes the Mentoring Program Referral (DCFS 1360) form. Forms can be downloaded from LAKids
· E-mail the completed form to slaugl@dcfs.lacounty.gov, or the form can be faxed to: (213) 637-0939
· Youth’s most recent grades & attendance record must be provided, prior to match, to track outcomes.
· For more information, please call:  La’Tonya Slaughter, Mentor Coordinator, at (213) 351-5609  
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