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	NOTIFYING LAW ENFORCEMENT WHEN A RUNAWAY 
CHILD IS FOUND OR RETURNS
This is to remind staff that when a runaway child is found or returns, the law enforcement agency where the Missing Person’s Report was filed must be contacted within 24 hours of the child returning or being found to request that the Missing Person’s Report be withdrawn.  It is important that law enforcement agencies be notified within 24 hours of the child’s return so that their resources are used effectively and efficiently.  
The Case-Carrying CSW is also responsible for completing the following when a runaway child is found or returns:  

· Within 48-72 hours of the child being found or returning, notify the parent or legal guardian and the child’s attorney via the CANS that the child has been found or returned.

· As soon as possible but no later than one business day of learning that the child has returned or has been found: 

· Complete the DCFS 729, CSW's Report Re: Protective Custody Warrant, and forward it to the SCSW for approval.

· Upon approval, send it to Juvenile Court Services Liaison as soon as possible.

See Procedural Guide 0300-503.55, Protective Custody Warrants: Requesting or Recalling.
For more information on Runaways, see Procedural Guide 0100-570.11.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
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