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	FORMING A CHILD ABUSE MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM

This is to advise staff about forming a Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) when investigating a child abuse or neglect referral pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code 18961.7.  Effective January 1, 2011, a Child Abuse MDT can be established to allow provider agencies ( e.g. social services, children services, health services, mental health services, probation, law enforcement, and school) to share confidential information in order to:

· Investigate reports of Suspected Child Abuse or Neglect made pursuant to the CANRA, or

· For the purpose of child welfare agencies making a detention determination.

A Child Abuse MDT only requires two or more persons trained in the prevention, identification and treatment of child abuse and neglect, who are qualified to provide services.  The team may include a CSW and at least one of the following: (this is not an exhaustive list of people that may participate in an MDT)

· Psychiatrists, psychologists, marriage and family therapists, or other trained counseling personnel.

· Police officers or other law enforcement agents.

· Medical personnel with sufficient training to provide health services.

· Social services workers with experience or training in child abuse prevention.

· Any public or private school teacher, administrative officer, supervisor of child welfare attendance, or certified pupil personnel employee.

Members of a Child Abuse MDT can:

· Disclose/exchange with one another information and writings that relate to any incident of child abuse that may also be designated as confidential under state law if the member having that information or writing reasonably believes it is relevant to the prevention, identification, or treatment of child abuse.

· Disclose/exchange confidential information & writings telephonically and electronically*.

· Exchange information during the first 30 days after a child abuse or neglect report is made, or longer if documented good cause exists.

*Telephone or electronic exchange requires adequate verification of the identity of the MDT member who are involved in that disclosure or exchange of information.  




	[image: image1.png]



	
If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Confidentiality of a Child Abuse MDT

Any discussion related to the disclosure or exchange of information or writings during the MDT meeting is confidential and notwithstanding any other provision of law, testimony concerning that discussion is not admissible in any criminal, civil, or juvenile court proceeding.  

CSWs are strongly encouraged to form a Child Abuse MDT when investigating a child abuse or neglect referral.  This will expedite obtaining information that is crucial to keeping children safe. 

Contact your out-stationed County Counsel for assistance or questions.

The following Procedudral Guides have been updated to include the information regarding Child Abuse MDTs:

1. Procedural Guide 0070-548.05, Emergency Response Referrals Alleging Abuse in Out-Of-Home Care Regarding Children Who are Under DCFS Supervision.

2. Procedural Guide 0070-548.06, Emergency Response Referrals Alleging Abuse of Children Who are Under DCFS Supervision and Residing in the Home of a Parent.

3. Procedural Guide 0070-548.10, Disposition of the Allegations and Closure of the Emergency Response Referral.
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