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	INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM (ILP)/CHAFEE FUNDING REQUIREMENTS
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) Vision: Children thrive in safe families and supportive communities.  Mission:  By 2015, DCFS will practice a uniform service delivery model that measurably improves:  Child safety, Permanency, Access to effective and caring services.     

This FYI is to provide all departmental social work staff information concerning the basic requirements which allow ILP eligible youth to access post-secondary education funding resources and support through the Robert Chafee funding.  Departmental staff’s basic knowledge and understanding of the Chafee funds and their requirements is critically important in helping the Department’s transition age youth (TAY) in their plans for post-secondary education endeavors and how Chafee funds may be accessed by youth to assist their educational career objectives.

What Are Chafee Funds

Chafee funds are Federal and State dollars issued to California counties every fiscal year and administered directly through Youth Development Services (YDS) via office assigned and out-stationed Independent Living Program Transition Coordinators (ILP/TCs).  This fiscal year allocation of Chafee funds is $12.5 million and used to provide a full-array of self-sufficiency services and supports to eligible TAY, including ILP life skills classes, transitional housing for youth leaving DCFS jurisdiction and ILP supports in the areas of post-secondary education and employment.  A complete listing of available services and supports to eligible TAY can be viewed on YDS” website, www.ILPONLINE.org.  Each office’s assigned ILP/TC can meet with TAY to discuss the array of Chafee services and supports available to them, including the process to initiate the services and supports requested.  Attached is a current listing of ILP/TC assignments by regional office.

Who Is Chafee Eligible
TAY who are in suitable placement at the age of 16 or older are eligible to receive available services and supports funded through Chafee.  TAY are eligible for these services and supports from age 16 and through their 20th birthday year.  (Chafee eligibility ends on the day the youth turns 21 years of age.)  If staff are not certain of the eligibility of a particular youth, the ILP/TC should be consulted to determine Chafee fund eligibility and for any other non-Chafee services and supports which may be available to TAY.   
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Chafee Support Regarding Post-Secondary Education
There are numerous financial resources available to assist any eligible foster youth with plans to attend post-secondary education, which includes community colleges, colleges and universities and vocational schools.  In assisting your youth with their post-secondary education plans, including financial resources to assist in their plans, it is critical that you do not inform any youth that there are departmental resources or any other resources that can cover all of their high school graduation or post-secondary education expenses.  Your assigned ILP TC are available to meet with youth and in detail go over what resources and supports are available to them to pursue their post-secondary education goals, including the mandatory requirements needed from the youth.  These supports may include the following based on an assessment of each youth’s ability to apply for and access other financial assistance available to them.  This discussion between youth and ILP TC staff, for Chafee funding, must occur before the youth makes any formal (signed) commitment to their post-secondary education entity.

When meeting with your TAY, the ILP TC will discuss and assist the youth in completing the following requirements to meet their educational support needs:
· Applying for Federal Chafee Grant (also known as the Chafee Educational/Training Voucher);  
· Completing and submitting for federal and state financial assistance through the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA); 

· When applying for FAFSA, the youth is applying for several grants or loans: Pell Grant, Cal Grant, Work Study, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunities Grant, etc.; 
·  When attending a California public post-second education institution, an eligible youth must apply for the school’s Educational Opportunity Program and Services (EOP&S for community colleges and EOP for State colleges), where they will obtain priority registration, tutoring and assistance with books when funding is available;

·  If a youth plans to attend a community college in California, by completing the college’s Board of Governor’s Waiver prior to registration for classes, all tuition costs are waived; 

· Determining the unmet financial need by the youth so that Chafee funds can be utilized to make up any financial gap or school needs after the youth has applied for all other financial assistance detailed above; 

·  Explaining to the youth the maximum amounts of Chafee funding (and youth requirements) to provide assistance to a demonstrated and documented unmet need: no more than $4,999.00 per academic year for colleges and universities and no more than $2,500.00 for a certified vocational program; 

·  Assisting the youth in applying for other scholarships which may be available; 

· Working with the youth to determine if any financial assistance gaps may result from the eventual cost of their educational plans and the limits of available financial assistance, resulting in the need for youth to consider student loans; and 

· Assisting the youth is providing whatever required documentation is needed to support their entry into their post-second education objectives, such as Financial Aid Award Letters, dependency minute order showing foster care dependency, expenditure receipts, etc.  
Other Requirements to Access Chafee Support
To access DCFS Chafee fund supports, including those for post-second education support, the eligible youth must complete a Request for Funds (RFF) and provide any documentation needed as part of the submittal of the RFF.  The RFF process is completely overseen by your assigned ILP TC, who will meet directly with your youth to explain and assist in the RFF application process.  All services and supports rendered through the RFF process is completed and monitored through Youth Development Services Division, through checks mailed directly to either the youth or through a designated vendor (e.g., the education institution).  

In summary, please ensure that youth are referred to your on-site regionally assigned Independent Living Program Transition Coordinator as soon as post-second education plans are being discussed and developed as early as possible so that each youth has the opportunity to be informed and have access to all of the financial assistance and support to them that Youth Development Services can provide.  Remember that:
· Youth will not be able to access DCFS funds to repay loans for any post second educational endeavor which has not been preplanned through an ILP TC;
· DCFS Chafee funds are not the sole source of financial assistance for youth and can only be considered once youth have applied for financial assistance readily available to them and if the funds are available; 

· The maximum amount, per college/university academic year and up to the youth’s age of turning 21, of Chafee assistance is $4,999.00 based on an established determination for unmet needs by an ILPT TC; and 

· The maximum amount of assistance for attending a vocational school (one-time only) is up to $2,500 of Chafee funds based on an established determination for unmet needs by an ILP TC.

It is also important that your work with youth in these areas be documented not only in case plans but specifically in updated Transition Independent Living Plans (TILP) and through your ongoing National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD) CWS/CMS entries.
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