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	PRETEEN OR ADOLESCENTVACCINES AND IMMUNIZATIONS
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE HPV VACCINE IS NOW ALSO RECOMMENDED FOR BOYS

STD Prevention Consent for Minors (Family Code §6926)

In January 2012, a new California law (AB 499) went into effect allowing minors 12 years and older to consent to confidential medical services for the prevention of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) without consent from their parents.

Although the law previously allowed minors 12 years and older to consent to diagnosis and treatment of STD services (e.g., hepatitis B and HIV), the law has been updated to include other preventive services, such as vaccines for hepatitis B or human papillomavirus (HPV) and medications to prevent HIV infection (before or after exposure).

More information on the new law can be found at www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/std/Pages/default.aspx.

The California Department of Public Health recommends the following vaccines for all 11-18 year olds:

· Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, whooping cough)
●
Meningococcal
· Chickenpox (varicella)
●
Human papillomavirus (HPV)

· Seasonal Flu
Please refer to the following table entitled:  “California Department of Public Health, Vaccines for 11-18 year olds” to help educate caregivers on the five vaccines.  For more detailed information, (e.g., the safety of the vaccine, contraindications and precautions, adverse reactions, etc.), the CSW should refer the caregiver to the child’s health care provider.  The CSW may also consult with the PHN.

Caregivers may also learn more by calling these local, state or federal health agencies:

· Los Angeles County Department of Public Health:  (800)-427-8700

· California Department of Public Health:  (916) 558-1784
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/immunize/Pages/AdolescentandPreteenImmunizations.aspx
· United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC):  (800)-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636).  http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


The treatment decision with respect to these vaccines should be made by the person with authority to consent to medical care (this could be the parent whose rights have not been limited, a licensed foster parent after the court has ordered placement or other person as designated by the court) in consultation with the child’s health care provider.  DCFS cannot consent to the administration of vaccines for DCFS-supervised children unless that authority is granted by the Court for a specific child, (refer to Procedural Guide 0600-501.10, Medical Consent) or if it is a medical emergency (Refer to Procedural Guide 0050-503.75, Child Protection Hotline (CPH): Requests for Emergency Medical Consent).

California Department of Public Health

	Vaccines for 11-18 year olds
	What this means for YOUR child

	Tdap
(tetanus, diphtheria, whooping cough)
	Tdap protects against 3 dangerous serious and potentially life-threatening diseases: tetanus, diphtheria, and whooping cough (also called pertussis).
Whooping cough outbreaks are ongoing in many states. It continues to be seen at increased levels in California.
For the 2012-13 school year and for all future school years, all entering 7th grade students will need to provide proof of a Tdap shot before starting school. For more information, visit www.shotsforschool.org.

	Meningococcal
	Meningococcal meningitis is easily spread by kissing, sharing drinks, coughing, or sneezing. This disease could cause your otherwise healthy child to lose an arm or leg, become paralyzed, or die. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends one dose at age 11 or 12 and a booster dose at age 16.

	Chickenpox
(Varicella)
	Chickenpox is usually worse for adolescents and adults than for kids. A total of two doses of chickenpox vaccine are needed if your child has never had chickenpox disease.

	Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
	This 3-shot vaccine series is recommended for girls and boys. There are two HPV vaccines named Gardasil® and Cervarix®. Both are safe and effective in preventing cervical cancer in women. As of 2011, Gardasil® is also licensed for boys and girls to protect against genital warts and other cancers. HPV vaccine is recommended at 11 or 12 years of age, but it’s available for teens and young adults through 26 years of age.

	Seasonal flu
	The flu is a serious illness. Even young and healthy children need protection against the flu! This year’s flu vaccine protects against 3 flu viruses, including the H1N1 flu virus.


How can I get help paying for vaccines?
All vaccines are FREE at the Los Angeles County Department of Public heal, Public Health Centers

(Please see attached list)

Getting your child vaccinated can be easy and inexpensive. For families with health insurance, all or most of the cost of vaccines is usually covered.  Children age 18 and younger may be eligible to get vaccines free through the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program if they are:  Medicaid eligible; uninsured; underinsured; or American Indian or Alaska Native.  Doctors can charge a fee to give each shot. However, VFC vaccines cannot be denied to an eligible child if the family cannot afford the fee.

To find a provider near you, call 1-877-243-8832 or use the VFC Provider Locator.  Some local pharmacies and health departments may also offer vaccines.
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