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	PLACEMENTS FOR UNATTACHED CHILDREN
All unattached children under the care of DCFS who need an adoptive placement and where Family Reunification has either been terminated or is unlikely to be offered at all must be referred to PRU (Placement and Recruitment Unit) for adoptive placement matching efforts.  An unattached child is a child for whom adoptive planning is being initiated and whose non-related current caregiver is not interested in adoption.  Relatives are not required to adopt to maintain their relative child in their care, though over 50% of all DCFS adoptions are by relatives.  Ensuring that all unattached children are referred to PRU will help prevent foster and adoptive placements that may not be in accordance with policy or regulations and could result in the replacement of the child.

Sometimes, children placed with an FFA are moved to different foster homes within the FFA with no change of placement in CWS/CMS.  It is imperative that DCFS know the identity of all current caregivers and actual placement address of the child(ren) and that this information be current in CWS/CMS. It is against policy for a child to be moved within an FFA to a family interested in adoption specifically to circumvent the PRU matching process or for convenience.  CSWs should be in regular contact with the FFA social worker to encourage open lines of communication and ensure that all information about the child, including placement matters, is current.  Preferential placement into a non-relative adoptive home without PRU matching could either be, or appear to be, a conflict of interest and could result in disciplinary action.  

Additionally, while some DCFS staff have home studies approved by other adoption agencies, all other placement options must be exhausted prior to considering placement of an unattached DCFS supervised child in the home of a DCFS staff person.  The only exception would be if the child were a relative.  All DCFS staff who wish to adopt an unattached DCFS supervised child must have an approval letter from the Director.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
	The placement of adoptable children with DCFS employees is not available prior to determining that:

· The court has already terminated family reunification (FR) services or there is a court order of no family reunification services (fast-track cases)

· The court has determined that adoption is the plan (or that can be the plan once a prospective adoptive family is identified) and/or the child is legally freed   

· There is no relative available for placement of the child

· The child cannot be placed with his/her siblings

· The current caregiver does not want to, or is unable to adopt the child

· The Placement and Recruitment Unit (PRU) has determined that there are no other prospective adoptive families available or willing to adopt the child.
· The employee has an approved Family Assessment (home study) conducted by another county or licensed private adoption agency other than DCFS.

See Procedural Guides below for more information:
Identifying a Prospective Adoptive Family for a Child Through the Placement and Recruitment Unit

http://lacdcfs.org/policy/hndbook%20cws/0200/020050710v0611.doc
Placement Preference for Children in Out of Home Care

http://lacdcfs.org/policy/hndbook%20cws/0100/010051060V0611.doc 
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