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	Education Travel Reimbursement (ETR)
This FYI is to provide CSWs, SCSWs, TAs, and Case Carrying EWs with information regarding the newly released policy on Education Travel Reimbursement Payments.  Public Law 110-351 amended Title IV-E of the Social Security Act and provides for the cost of reasonable travel for a foster child to remain in his/her School-of-Origin (school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement).

Procedural Guide 0900-520.20 supports permanency by providing reimbursements to out-of-home caregivers for transportation expenses associated with enabling a child to attend his/her School-of-Origin for children placed in:   Licensed Foster Homes, Approved Relative Homes, Non-related Extended Family Members, Small Family Homes, FFA Cerified Homes, and Supervised Independent Living Placements (SILP) and is applicable to new and existing cases. 
RETROACTIVE PAYMENTS

As the law was effective January 1, 2010, retroactive payments are available for existing eligible placements and payments can be paid as long as the child remains in placement.  End dates are only required if the child is no longer in placement or replaced.  If retroactive payments are requested by a caregiver, refer to the “Education Travel Reimbursement Tutorial/Powerpoint” on LA Kids for instructions (see below).  Please note that an affidavit (DCFS 63F) must be completed by the caregiver.
INSTRUCTIONAL POWER POINT

Additional detailed information and instruction to process Educational Travel Reimbursement Funds is found in the “Education Travel Reimbursement Tutorial Powerpoint” on LAKids.  To access this Power Point, Open/access LA Kids Home Page, Scroll to “Quick References” and Click on the newly created Education Travel Reimbursement” Link for the following information:“ 
· Education Travel Reimbursement

· School-of-Origin

· Type of placements/homes eligibile to receive ETR payments

· Forms 

· Rate Methodology Chart
· Travel Distance
· Retroactive Payments

· Public Transportation for children and Bus Passes  

· Travel Rates available for extra-currculiar activities
· CWS/CMS screen shots for coding payments 
INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION FOR TAs AND EWs
Upon receipt of the DCFS 280 action request from the CSW, the TA or EW will complete the following process:

1) Verify ETR rate using the methodology chart

2) Access CWS to complete the coding process – see attached CWS/CMS screen shots
3) Enter rate on ongoing request page
4) Code special project page - “enter S-1” for State tracking system.
5) Document case notes
http://lacdcfs.org/edu/training/documents/ETR-screenshots1.pdf
http://lacdcfs.org/edu/training/documents/ETR-screenshots2.pdf


 

If you have any questions or require further assistance, please send an email to: youth.education.support@dcfs.lacounty.gov
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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