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	EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

FILING WIC PETITIONS FOR COMMERCIALLY SEXUALLY EXPLOITED CHILDREN
Senate Bill 855 was passed on June 20, 2014 as urgency legislation and took effect immediately.  SB 855 made an important change to Welfare and Institutions Code Section 300, subdivision (b)(2) to make it clear that children who have been subjected to commercial sexual exploitation (CSEC) fall within Section 300(b) so that these children may be declared dependents of the juvenile court.

DCFS can now file WIC petitions on sexually exploited youth as a standalone count under WIC 300 (b)(2) which states: 

The Legislature finds and declares that a child who is sexually trafficked, as described in Section 236.1 of the Penal Code, or who receives food or shelter in exchange for, or who is paid to perform, sexual acts described in Section 236.1 or 11165.1 of the Penal Code, and whose parent or guardian failed to, or was unable to, protect the child, is within the description of this subdivision, and that this finding is declaratory of existing law. These children shall be known as commercially sexually exploited children.
Due to legal changes that occurred as a result of the passage of Proposition 35, these children are no longer being arrested for prostitution as they lack the capacity to consent to sex if they are under the age of 18.  Both the state and federal legislature has been active this year in passing bills to address the needs of commercially sexually exploited children and to treat these children as victims of abuse rather than as criminals.  Recognizing this shift in prospective, these children are referred to as "CSEC" rather than as child prostitutes.  The terms "CSEC" or "human trafficking" may be used in detention reports.  DCFS in conjunction with other county agencies is in the process of implementing a protocol to address CSEC cases that are reported.
If you have any questions, please contact IDC or County Counsel.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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