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	Department of Public Social Services (DPSS)

Services and Resources

for Mutual Families

This is to remind staff that DPSS has an array of services and resources available to strengthen family functioning.  Parents who are simultaneously involved in both DCFS and DPSS (mutual families) may be eligible to California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs), Greater Avenues for Independence (GAIN) services.

CalWORKs provides temporary financial assistance and employment focused services to families with minor children.  Other services available

· Homeless Assistance

· Rental Assistance

· Emergency Assistance to Prevent Eviction

· Moving Assistance

GAIN provides employment focused services to CalWORKs participants, to help them prepare for and find employment.  Employment services include employment workshops, supervised job search, vocational assessment/training, remedial education and work experience among others.

GAIN services also include Family Preservation (FP)/GAIN and Family Reunification/GAIN Service Coordination Program services.  FP Service Coordination involves the integration of DPSS expertise into DCFS’ FP Multi-Disciplinary Case Planning Committee meetings.  FR Service Coordination involves DCFS parents on CalWORKs at the time their children are removed from the home and who have a DCFS FR plan; they can continue to receive services through CalWORKs/GAIN (but no cash aid).  Many of these services are those that CSWs include in their FR case plans.
Additionally, GAIN participants are assisted with various services including but not limited to:

· Ancillary/Work-Related Expenses (e.g., uniforms, books, supplies, certain fees)
· Transportation Expenses
· Child Care Expenses
· Specialized Supportive Services (Domestic Violence, Mental Health, Substance Abuse)
General Relief (GR) is a program that provides temporary financial assistance to needy adults who are ineligible for Federal or State assistance.  Emancipated foster youth or a parent from whom all children have been removed may qualify for GR.

General Relief Opportunities for Work (GROW) provides employment and training services to assist employable GR participants obtain employment and achieve economic self-sufficiency.  GROW services mirrors those provided through GAIN.

For further information, visit:

· Linkages Website – lakids 
http://lakids.dcfs.lacounty.gov/linkages/default.html
· DPSS Website
      http://www.ladpss.org/
· Consult your office’s Linkages Coordinator or Backup Coordinator (not to be confused with the co-located DPSS Linkages GAIN Services Workers in your office).  They are your DCFS Managers (usually ARAs) located at DCFS Regional Offices that serve as Point Persons for the Linkages partnership.  See Linkages Contact Listing below:

http://lakids.dcfs.lacounty.gov/linkages/directory/LinkagesWebSite_Liaison_Listing.pdf
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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