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INFORMATION SHARING WITH CAREGIVERS:  WHAT INFORMATION 
SHOULD BE DISCLOSED TO CAREGIVERS AT THE TIME OF PLACEMENT
The purpose of this FYI is to clarify what information about a minor child can and should be provided to caretakers (foster family, relative, caretaker, NREFM, etc.) at the time a child is placed.  By sharing information about the child with the caretaker we are able to make matches that are best able to meet the individual needs of the child.      A well informed caretaker is able to provide parenting skills that are targeted to a child’s special needs regarding the child’s medical, educational and emotional needs, as well as coordinate visitation plans and participation with service providers.  A well-informed caregiver becomes a partner with the social worker in providing safety and well-being for the child. 
This information relates to minor dependents only. Non-minor Dependents must consent to disclosure of their confidential information.
Type of Information

Disclosure Requirements

Medical:

· Medication and medical treatments

· Child’s known medical problems

· Child’s past health problems and hospitalizations

· Child’s relevant mental health history

· Child’s immunization records and allergies
· Names/addresses of child’s health and dental providers 
· Child’s Medical (Medi-Cal) Identification Number and/or Group Health Plan Number

All prescribed medications for the child that are in the possession of the agency and that are in the time of placement, and information regarding any treatments that are known to the agency and that are in effect at the time of placement should be provided.  

Child’s Medi-Cal ID/Group Plan number should be provided.  
Educational:

· Names/addresses of child’s educational providers/educational right’s holder
· Child’s school documentation

· Child’s school records including grade level performance
· Individualized Education Plan (IEP)

Any documentation or proof of the Child’s age necessary to enroll the child in school or activities that requires proof of age should be provided.
Note:  Child’s birth certificate, passport, and SSN may only be provided with a court order.
Court/Case Information:
· Child’s social worker and social worker’s supervisor

· Child’s attorney and CASA

· Juvenile Court where case is pending

· Notice regarding Court hearings

· Information on existing services available for the caregiver

· Child’s needs and services 

· Sibling Information and Contact

· Caregiver’s Obligations regarding Reunification 

· CSW and SCSW’s name, mailing address phone number, email address and fax number must be provided immediately. 

· Attorney and CASA’s name, mailing address, phone number and fax number must be provided, if available.

· Juvenile Court name, address and department number must be provided immediately.
· Caretakers must be advised of right to receive notice of all Review and Permanency Hearings concerning the Child during placement and right to attend Hearings and information on how to submit relevant information to Court in writing by use of the Caregiver Information Form.

· Provide information regarding transportation, translation, training, forms and other available services.

· Must include information on family and sibling visitation.  As applicable include information on problems with socialization, emotional and mental issues, physical needs and functioning.
· Share the name and contact information of any known siblings or half-siblings of the Child, whether the Child has, expects, or desires to have contact or visitation with any or all siblings, and how and when Caregivers must facilitate the contact or visitation.

· Obligation to cooperate with any reunification, concurrent or permanent planning for the Child. 
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


For Reference Policy:  

Protected Health Information (PHI) and Medical Information 0600-500.20 | Revision Date: 07/01/14 

Health and Education Passport (HEP) 0080-505.20 | Revision Date: 07/01/14

1 AIDS Information is the exception.  Such information may not be shared.  See Protected Health Information (PHI)    and Medical Information 0600-500.20 | Revision Date: 07/01/14 








