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	GENERAL RELIEF INELIGIBLE (GRI) / COUNTY FUNDING
This FYI provides updates to and replaces FYI 11-22, dated 10/03/11.

When a child/NMD in placement is not eligible for Foster Care (40 or 42) or Extended Foster Care (43 or 49) funding, and the child continues to be in out-of-home care under the supervision of DCFS, where the child/NMD is not or cannot be supported and/or relieved by other means, including but not limited to state or private funding, the Department under specific circumstances may determine that General Relief Ineligible funds (GRI) also known as “County Funds” can be used to cover the foster care maintenance payments for a child/NMD in foster care.
Foster care maintenance payments for a child/NMD in foster care may cover the cost of (and the cost of providing) food, clothing, shelter, daily supervision, school supplies, a child’s personal incidentals, liability insurance with respect to the child/NMD, and reasonable travel to the child’s/NMD home for visitation with family, or other caretakers and reasonable travel for the child/NMD to remain in the school in which the child/NMD is enrolled at the time of placement.  Local travel associated with providing the items listed above is also an allowable expense.

The chart on the following pages, “Reasons Why A Case Is Funded Using GRI and How You Can Help” is to provide staff with the most frequent reasons a child/NMD may need to be funded using GRI for out-of-home placement costs when no other form of support or relief remains available to the child/NMD.
The chart also advises what can be done by the CSW to assist in:

a) Preventing a loss of funding or;

b) How to avoid having the placement funding source become or remain GRI.
When there is Child Welfare Policy (CWS) policy addressing a specific situation, that Policy Guide is referenced.

The chart:  “Reasons Why A Case Is Funded Using GRI and How You Can Help” begins on the next page.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov


	

	Reasons Why A Case Is Funded Using GRI and How You Can Help

	Reasons why a case is funded using GRI:
	How you can help:

	The child is 18 years old and no school verification has been received to verify attendance in high school or a vocational-technical training program on a full-time basis, or the child is not expected to graduate by age 19. 

· EAS regulation 45-201.1.111(a)
	Provide Eligibility staff with a copy of verification of school attendance.  Reference 0300-503.40, Probate Legal Guardianship.
· Foster Care payment will be paid or continued upon receipt of the school verification showing the child will graduate prior to age 19.

· Only for Non-EFC (probate with relative).

· Foster Care payment will not be initiated or will be stopped upon reaching age 18 if verification of school attendance, showing graduation prior to age 19, is not received.

· 18-21 update with SOC 161 and criteria. 

	Undocumented child is placed with a relative.

· Per the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Youakim vs. Miller (425 U.S. 231 1976), relative caregivers can only be paid foster care using Federal funds. Undocumented minors are not eligible for Federal funds and the child is not eligibile for CalWORKs assistance. Placement costs for the undocumented minor, who has been deemed a Ward of the Court and placed in the home of a relative, may be paid through use of GRI funds.
	No CSW’s assistance is required.

· Undocumented minors placed in the home of a relative may only be budgeted through use of GRI funds. 

	PRUCOL application pending for an undocumented child placed in other than a relative home.

· Federal Immigration Act of 1990, Section 153

· County Fiscal Letter (CFL) No. 01/02-42

· All County Letters (ACL) Nos. 98-35 and 99-43

· Trafficking Victims Protection and Reauthorization ACT (TVPRA) of 2008.


	Return the completed PRUCOL Questionnaire to Eligibility staff.  Reference 1200-500.86, Immigration Options for Undocumented Children and Families. 

· After filing PRUCOL, the undocumented child is entitled to State Foster Care payment. 

· Undocumented minors placed in other than a relatives home are eligible for State Foster Care, once PRUCOL has been filed on their behalf. 

	Relative home, or non-related extended family member home that is not ASFA approved.

· Federal – EAS regulation 45-202.52

· Non-Federal – EAS regulation 45-203.4
	Ensure timely ASFA home approval referrals.  Reference 0100-520.10, Evaluating a Prospective Caregiver and 0100-520.11, Home Approvals Not Meeting Title 22 Approval Standards.
· The placement will be set up a Non-paid placement prior to approval of the home. 

· Upon verification of license or approved assessment budgeting will be completed indicating the date of the license or assessment approval.

· SILP home that is not approved.

	Child placed in out-of-home care without a signed Voluntary Placement or Court Dependency.

· EAS regulation 45-202.412 (a) (1) (2)
	Utilize a teaming approach to determine if voluntary palcement is appropriate in lieu of court intervention (Reference 0070-548.03, Family Centered Conferences/Team Decision Making (TDM) Meetings and 0100-510.21, Voluntary Placement.

· Without a signed Voluntry Placement Agreement the department does not have authority for placement or payment.

· Foster care payment will start (providing all other eligibility  factors are met) effective the date the written binding agreement has been signed by the parent/guardian and the department representative. The time limit  is 180 days commencing on the date of the signing of the written binding agreement or the date of placement, whichever is later. 



	Expired Voluntary Placement

· Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 16507.3 the use of Voluntary Placement services is limited to 180 days. 
	Control to ensure that a petition is filed prior to the expiration of the Voluntary Placement. CSW can also assist by ensuring that the EW is provided a copy of the Voluntary Placement Agreement.  Reference 0100-510.21, Voluntary Placement.
· 15 days before the end of the 180-day Voluntary Placement episode, the child must either be returned to the home of the parent/legal guardian or the CSW must file a WIC 300 petition and request the child be declared a Dependent Ward of the Court in order for federal funding to continue 

· The child can not be found federally eligible for foster care (providing all other eligibility factors have been met) if the petition and findings by the court are not made before the expiration of the 180-day period. 

· If the placement is with a relatiave, other support or relief through a State funded program may be available through CalWORK’s. A determination of initial eligibility for foster care and a referral to CalWORK’s should be made, prior to accessing GRI funds. 

· If the placement is with a non-relative, other support or relief through State funding may be available. The CSW should immediately file a WIC 300 petition and court findings, to allow for possible eligibility for State funding, prior to accessing GRI. 



	Required language is not on the Minute Order. The missing language includes: “contrary to welfare,”  ”custody and care” “reasonable efforts,”  or  “permanency placement.”

· EAS regulation 45-201.41 and 45-202.6 – Placement and Care

· EAS regulation 45-201.43 – Permanency Planning

· EAS regulation 45-202.4 and 45-203.3 – Authority for Placement

· EAS regulation 45-203.313 – Placement and Care, Continuance in the Home and Reasonable Efforts.

· ACL 01-33


	Ensure that language is in the court report, including Permanent Placement language, and in certain situations when the next hearing is months away, walk-on at court to request required language.  Reference 0300-503.94, Set-On/Walk-On Procedures.

· Upon receipt of a Minute Order, which includes all required language, the funding source wil be changed from GRI to Federal or Non-Federal (dependent upon the child meeting all other Federal or Non-Federal (State) eligibility requirements).

· A nunc protem is not acceptable if language was made, but not recorded on the Minute Order.  Transcripts must be provided.
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