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	MANDATORY SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE (MSC) PROCESS

Pursuant to Local Rule of Court 7.24 the Dependency Court is instituting a Mandatory Settlement Conference program (MSC) in all court rooms including the Lancaster Court beginning April 27, 2015, with Judge Trendacosta as the settlement judge.

Selection of the cases for a settlement conference will be done by the Judicial Officer in each court.  When setting the MSC date, the court will also set a trial date.  No more than three (3) cases shall be set for each settlement day.  Each court room will have a MSC date approximately every four or five weeks.  On the assigned dates, no other matters will be set for hearing in that particular courtroom.  

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.24(e), these conferences are Mandatory and failure to comply with the MSC rules may result in sanctions, including monetary and/or evidence sanctions.  Trial counsel assigned to the case shall be present for all settlement conferences.  Parent(s) shall be ordered to be present at the MSC unless excused for good reason after consultation with Judge Trendacosta.  

DCFS shall have the person with settlement authority available by telephone.  The Department has designated the ARA over the case to be that person.  DCFS will make available the name and phone number of the ARA to the Court and DCFS is to have the ARA readily available for consultation on the MSC date.  
If a settlement is reached on either jurisdiction and/or disposition, Judge Trendacosta will make the appropriate findings and orders on the record.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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