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	REQUESTING POST TPR ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FOR AFDC-FC 
WHEN CHILDREN ARE PLACED WITH RELATIVES 

This is an update to remind staff to send appropriate notification to Technical Assistant Eligibility Supervisors (TA/ES) regarding freed minors.  It cancels FYI 11-12 dated 06/29/11.
A federally eligible child placed in foster care with a relative can receive federally funded Aid to Families with Dependent Children-Foster Care (AFDC-FC) often referred to as “Youakim”.  The new Approved Relative Caregiver (ARC) program is a State of California funded foster care equivalent to Youakim for non-federally eligible children placed with a relative.  A non-federally eligible child placed with a relative may receive ARC program state funds.  However, the relative caregiver has the option to apply for California Work Opportunity and Responsibility for Kids (CalWORKS) to obtain financial assistance to care for the child.
For a post Termination of Parental Rights (TPR) case, the child and his/her relatives are legally no longer related.  Because the caregiver is no longer considered a relative, the caregiver for a non-federally eligible child may be eligible to receive State funded AFDC-FC provided that all state requirements are met.
To ensure that the caregiver will receive all eligible funding allowable for the child under his/her care, upon receipt of the TPR Dependency Court Minute Order, the primary CSW must initiate and submit a DCFS 280 form, along with the Adoption Safe Family Act (ASFA) home approval documentation, to the TA/ES in their office.  The TA/ES will forward the documentation to the assigned EW/ES (Eligibility, Intake or ARC), who will assign the case for review of potential State funded foster care.

In addition to changing the caregiver’s relationship on the CWS/CMS Placement ID page from Relative Non-guardian to Non-relative Non-guardian, eligibility staff will also make the determination if CalWORKS benefits are to be deducted from the State AFDC-FC benefit. 
As a matter of course, specific eligibility staff in the Revenue Enhancement Division are made aware, by the Search, Attach, Assign, and Merge Specialist (SAAMS) unit, when a child is legally freed to allow the freed minor case to be set up.  Requesting an eligibility determination for State funded foster care at this juncture will ensure seamless funding delivery to the caregiver.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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