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	Family Preservation Program/Family Assessment Form
The Family Preservation (FP) agencies contracted with DCFS will be utilizing the Family Assessment Form (FAF) starting with pilot agencies in September 2015.  FAF is expected to roll out to all FP agencies by July 2016.
FAF is a practitioner-developed, research-validated, user-friendly tool and web-based program designed to help child welfare providers assess family functioning, develop meaningful services plans, monitor progress, and assist agencies and DCFS in measuring program outcomes.

The FAF assessment tool consists of six areas of family functioning (living conditions, financial conditions, social support, caregiver/child interactions, developmental stimulation, and caregiver interactions).  The assessment findings will be utilized and shared with the family’s team at Multidisciplinary Case Planning Committee (MCPC) meetings, Child focused Team (CFT) meetings and when appropriate to assist in targeting services built on the strengths and challenges of the family.  FP agencies will also document all their contacts into the system and generate Monthly Progress Reports and MCPC Plans that will be provided to the assigned CSW to assist in the communication of FP agencies efforts in the successful completion of the family’s case plan goals.

FAF Goals

1. FP Agencies have a consistent way activities/services are documented and stored.
2. FP Agencies will be using a uniform method of assessing their families.

3. FP families receive a thorough assessment to inform best practice.

4. FP Agencies/DCFS/outside stakeholders will have clear data providing information on the impact of family preservation services to our clients.

Impact to CSWs/SCSWs/Regional Offices
1. CSWs will NOT be responsible for completing the FAF assessment.
2. CSWs to expect a thorough assessment of all families who are in Family Preservation Services for ARS and Regular FP cases.

3. CSWs to provide knowledge of case information which wil assist in the preparation of FAF assessment(s).
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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