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	ENHANCEMENT SERVICES

The purpose of this FYI is to provide instruction to staff regarding court ordered Enhancement Services.

Enhancement Services were created by the California Court of Appeal and are not defined in the Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC).  The Court of Appeal determined that parents are not entitled to receive Family Reunification (FR) services unless the child(ren) has/have been detained from both parents, not just one, and placed in out-of-home care.  For example, if the Court detains from the mother but leaves the children with father, the court should not order FR services for the mother, but rather Family Maintenance (FM) services for the father and Enhancement Services for the mother.

Enhancement Services cases are ordered in FM cases, so the legal timeframes for FR services do not apply.  The hearing following the order for FM services with Enhancement Services will be set for a Status Review hearing per existing WIC 364 time frames and noticing requirements.  At the first Status Review hearing, as appropriate, DCFS can recommend that the case be closed with a Family Law custody order per WIC 302(d) despite the age of the child.
It is usually best practice to continue jurisdiction for those parents receiving Enhancement Services in the following scenarios:

· The child is bonded with the parent.

· The parent is making progress to comply with Enhancement Services.

· The parents will return to their relationship with the child/family.

If the parent participates in Enhancement Services and makes progress, the CSW (if given discretion by the Court) can liberalize visits, and at the Status Review hearing recommend return of the child(ren) to that parent, or recommend that the parent return to the family home.

Parents receiving Enhancement Services are to be treated in the same manner as those receiving FR services.  All DCFS Child Welfare policy apply including but not limited to:  case planning; identification of and arrangement for services; services for incarcerated, etc., parents; face-to-face contacts; family visitation and; all court related issues.  If the court order simply states, “Enhancement Services” and does not indicate what the parent needs to do, follow DCFS case planning procedures in determining what services should be provided to the parent and update the Case Plan accordingly.
When writing the Status Review report address all Status Review court report requirements and include:

· What Enhancement Services were provided and the parent’s compliance and progress with those services.

· The quantity and quality of the parent’s visitation with the child(ren).
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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