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PSYCHOTROPIC MEDICATION PRESCRIPTION STRATEGIES

When a child/youth, who is a dependent of the Court, is prescribed a psychotropic medication, the request must first go through the DCFS Psychotropic Medication Authorization (PMA) protocol. Upon judicial review, the caregiver and CSW will receive notification if the prescription has been approved. In most cases, the prescription can then easily be filled at a local pharmacy. On occasion however, a caregiver or CSW may experience difficulties when filling a prescription for psychotropic medication.

If it determined that the child/youth’s MediCal eligibility needs to be established/re-established, the CSW should enlist the help of their regional Service Linkage Specialist (SLS) or Technical Assistant (TA) in order to resolve the issue. On occasion, there may also be a delay in the state’s Treatment Authorization Request (TAR) process, which can only be resolved between the physician and the pharmacy (see “Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – Treatment Authorization Request (TAR) Restriction on Antipsychotic Medications for the 0-17 population,” attached). In either case, the CSW or caregiver may deem it advisable, based on the child’s needs, to proceed with filling the prescription while these issues are resolved.

Attached to this FYI is an updated Pharmacy Contractor list, which includes pharmacies in all SPAs which are familiar with TAR rules and have agreed to dispense a 72-hour supply of psychotropic medication to DCFS-supervised youth until TAR problems are resolved. If the youth has been prescribed a generic medication, or if there is a generic form of the prescribed medication, several pharmacy chains offer discounted prices:

       Walmart has a $4 program for generic medication: http://www.walmart.com/cp/1078664. 
      
      Rite Aid has a Rx Savings Program for specific medications, starting at $9.99:
       https://www.riteaid.com/pharmacy/prescription-savings/rite-aid-prescription-savings-program

      Walgreens and CVS/Target also offer prescription savings with a store club card.

      CSWs can always be reimbursed for any out-of-pocket expenses by filing an Expense Claim (DCFS 95A)
      through the Finance Department.













	
	
	If you have any questions regarding this release please 
	e-mail your question to:

	Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |






image3.png




image4.png
N

CAtiForni\>-




image1.png




image2.png
N

CAtiForni\>-




