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	ABDUCTED RUNAWAY KIDS SYSTEM / ABDUCTION TRACKING SYSTEM CONVERSION

(ARKS)

This is to notify staff that the Abducted Runaway Kids System (ARKS) and the Abduction Tracking System was consolidated on 8/31/15 and will now utilize the name ARKS. Effective 1/19/16, this new system will now keep track of all departmental child abductions, as well as all minors who run away from care. 

It is departmental policy that when a child is abducted from care such as placement, home of parent, legal guardian, relative or non-relative placement, the CSW shall immediately contact and alert the Child Abduction Unit at (323) 881-1303. The Child Abduction Unit will determine if a case meets the Child Abduction criteria and will provide instructions on the proper course of action. Child abductions shall only be entered into ARKS by a Child Abduction Liaison.
Each regional office’s designated ARKS Liaison and ARKS data entry personnel was trained on 10/29/15. Although the system has been upgraded and will appear somewhat different (in appearance only), the content remains the same and the procedures for reporting youth who have run away will remain the same. 
When a CSW learns that a child is missing or has run away from placement or from the home of a parent, CSWs shall follow all procedures set forth in Procedural Guide 0100-570.11, “Runaways and Returning Runaway Youth From Other Jurisdictions.” 
Whenever a child under DCFS supervision is abducted, CSWs shall follow the procedures set forth in Procedural Guide 1200-501.20, “Child Abduction and Recovery.”
Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://policy.dcfs.lacounty.gov/Default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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