FOR YOUR INFORMATION

      FYI FYI FYI FYI FYI FYI FYI FYI FYI FYI

Issue 16-14
Date: 4/25/16

	ADVOCACY SERVICES TO COMMERCIALLY SEXUALLY EXPLOITED CHILDREN (CSEC)
Probation Department, in partnership with Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS), has contracted with three agencies to provide advocacy services to Commercially Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC) victims. The three agencies, Saving Innocence, Inc., Aviva Family and Children Services, and Sunrise Community Counseling, will provide advocacy services to CSEC from ages 11- 18. Services include referral and assessment, stabilization and engagement, participation in multi​disciplinary team (MDT) meetings, support for participants testifying against their trafficker, and linkage to outside support services and crisis response.
 TARGET POPULATION 

CSEC services is targeted for CSEC identified youth aged 11-18. To ensure there is sufficient provider

capacity, referrals for advocacy services is limited to CSEC identified youth, and not for youth “at risk” for CSEC. As capacity increases, another FYI will be issued to staff to let them know services are

available for “at risk” CSEC population. ACCESSING SERVICES

Prior to submitting a referral for advocacy services, the Children’s Social Worker (CSW) must speak to

the child/youth about working with an advocate and ensure the child/youth is amenable to it. Upon

confirming the child’s/youth’s interest the CSW should complete the attached form and e-mail it to:

childtrafficking@probation.lacounty.gov and sampsna@dcfs.lacounty.gov.
NOTE: Referrals should not go directly to an agency.

CSWs should make sure to check off on the form all applicable reasons for the referral as this will

provide preliminary information to the provider and ensure timely and appropriate service delivery. WHAT TO EXPECT AFTER SUBMITTING REFERRAL 

Upon submitting the referral the CSW can expect to receive a confirmation e-mail that the referral has

been received. Additionally, once assigned, the assigned agency will contact the CSW within 24-hours for initial introductions and case discussion.
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	If you have any questions regarding this release please e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov


SERVICE DESCRIPTION 

Advocacy Services – Three Stages

· Intake-Assessment of Needs and Stabilization (60 Days in Length)

o Face-to-face contact within 72-hours of referral

o Provide introductory packet to participant and parent/guardian

o Complete Intake and Needs Assessment

o Create survivor advocacy plan for survivor’s stabilization

o Participate in formulating Safety plan approved by DCFS

o Meet with participant face-to-face a minimum of 4 time per month

o Contact youth weekly by phone other social media

· Purpose to develop rapport and begin addressing advocacy goals

· Maintenance (4-Months in Length)

o Meet with participant face-to-face a minimum of 2 times per month o Contact youth weekly by phone or other social media

· Purpose: to address advocacy/case management goals, participation in educational workshops, create a strong support system, and refer to outside agencies

· Connection to Resources and Six Month Case Review (90 Days in Length) o Meet with participant face-to-face minimum 1 time month o Contact youth weekly by phone or other social media

· To assist in transition

· To focus on-going advocacy/case management goals, participation in educational workshops, linkage to services, and development and implementation of a transition plan

o Submit plan to DCFS CSW within 2-weeks of the six month case review hearing o Collaborate with youth’s current treatment team where youth is temporarily housed or in placement such as a shelter, DCFS’ Temporary Shelter Care facility, juvenile hall, placement, or at home.

Survivor Advocacy Services

· Face-to-face contact with youth within 24 hours of receiving referral

· Survivor will provide

o Stabilization and engagement services;

o Support for participant testifying;

o Crisis Response to increase and support and stabilization and re-victimization;

o Co-facilitate educational workshops

· More short term with goal to help participant stabilize and transition into longer-term advocacy services

· Provide weekly face-to-face contact with the youth participant during first month of service, or longer if deemed necessary for stabilization

· Contact the youth daily via phone, text, and other forms of social media during the first month of services

· Provide bi-monthly face-to-face contact after the first month or once participant stabilized and contact youth weekly via phone, text, and other forms of social media

AUXILIARY FUNDS

The agency may be able to provide and/or purchase certain items for the purpose of stabilizing CSEC participants. Items may include but are not limited to: 1.) Transportation to workshops, court

hearings, treatment sessions, and or support services; 2.) Sports equipment and uniforms; 3.)

College tours; 4.) Tutoring; 5.) Youth Empowerment Conference fees; 6.) Personal/self-care/hygiene products; 7.) Diapers and baby products; 8.) Clothing; and 9.) Books.
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ADVOCACY SERVICES REFERRAL

Date of Referral: 
( MDT ( Crisis ( FRP

Referral made by: ( Probation ( DCFS ( DA 1st Step Diversion ( Court ( CLC

· Other:


Youth’s Name:
 DOB:


PDJ #:
 CWS #:


DA #:
 Crt. Dept.:


Current Whereabouts:


Probation/CSW/DA Name:


Contact #:
 Email:


Attorney’s Name:
 Contact #:


Email:


Parent/Caregiver Information
( Parent ( Relative ( NREFM ( FFA/FH ( GH

Name:
 Contact #:


Address:

Reason for Referral: (check all that apply)

· Under 14 Years Old
( Testifying
( FRP Advocacy

· Short-term Case Management (4 months) ( Intensive Case Management (9 months)

· Needs Mentor / Survivor Advocate
( Transitional Age Youth (17-21)

· Other:

CTU USE ONLY

	Advocacy Agency Assigned: ( Aviva ( Saving Innocence ( Sunrise CC Identified Needs: (To include Court orders)

1) 
 2)


3) 
 4)



· Copy to referring agency / Attorney
Date provided:


CTU Liaison:
 Date completed:

01/20/2016

Rebuild Lives and Provide for Healthier and Safer Communities








