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	STOP PLACEMENT REQUEST REASONS, ENDING PLACEMENT EPISODES, AND VERSION 2.4 UPDATES TO THE FOSTER CARE SEARCH SYSTEM AUTOMATED 280 PROCESS
Every time a child leaves a placement, the CSW must submit a Stop Placement Request. In addition, in certain situations staff must also terminate the Placement Episode.* 
Some staff are reportedly reluctant to terminate a Placement Episode due to a mistaken assumption that it will close the child’s entire electronic case on CWS/CMS. (Note: terminating a Placement Episode does not close the child’s electronic case on CWS/CMS. Once the Placement Episode is ended, only the Placement Notebook becomes read-only). 
It is important that staff submit and process Stop Placement/Placement Episode Requests rapidly and accurately, and indicate the specific reasons for each placement change. Documentation of placement change reasons provides critical federal data measures for the Department. 

END PLACEMENT EPISODE REASONS
Staff must end the Placement Episode under the following circumstances (not an exhaustive list):

· A child is reunified with a parent or guardian 

· An adoptive placement agreement is signed / an adoption is finalized

· A child is placed in a medical facility (i.e., “non-foster care” -- whereby dependency is terminated and/or the petition is dismissed)

· The child reaches the age of majority and/or is emancipated

· Another agency assumes jurisdiction/responsibility (e.g., Intercounty Transfer, Probation, a private adoption agency, another state CPS agency)

· A parent rejects Voluntary Family Reunification (VFR) services 

· A nonminor dependent (NMD) declines to participate further in transition services

· A child dies
Staff are encouraged to use the Foster Care Search System Automated 280 Process for these and other 280 requests. The “FCSS Automated 280” link can be found on the right hand side of LA Kids, under “DCFS Systems.” There is also the FCSS Mobile App that CSWs can use to remotely confirm a placement, cancel a placement request, and submit a Stop Placement Request, and that SCSWs, ARAs and RAs can use in order to remotely review and approve 280 requests. (Note: CSWs cannot currently submit a request to terminate a placement episode via the mobile app yet, but this feature will be added in a future FCSS release). 

FCSS VERSION 2.4 UPDATES
New Stop Placement Reasons were added to the FCSS system in order to align FCSS with CWS/CMS: 

· Other – Adoptv Placement w/ Nonrelative – Ends PE

· Other – Adoptv Placement w/ Relative – Ends PE

· Other – Adoptv Placmnt w/Formr Fstr Fmily – Ends PE

· Other – Age of Majority or Emanicipation – Ends PE

· Other – Death of Child – Ends PE

· Other – Intercounty Transfer – Ends PE

· Other – Reunified w/ Prnt/Grdian (Non-Crt) – Ends PE

· Other – Reunified w/ Prnt/Grdian (Court) – Ends PE

ENDING PLACEMENT EPISODES IN FCSS
FCSS now recognizes the specific Placement End Reasons that require the Placement Episode also be ended. Users will be prompted to end the placement episode when one of the following Stop Placement Reasons is selected:
· Other – Adoptv Placement w/ Nonrelative-Ends PE

· Other – Adoptv Placement w/ Relative – Ends PE

· Other – Adoptv Placmnt w/Formr Fstr Fmily – Ends PE

· Other – Age of Majority or Emancipation – Ends PE

· Other – Death of Child – Ends PE

· Other – Intercounty Transfer – Ends PE

· Other – Reunified w/ Prnt/Grdian (Non-Crt) – Ends PE

· Other – Reunified w/ Prnt/Grdian (Court) – Ends PE

· Child Adjudged 601/602

· Child Returned Home for Trial Visit

· NMD Decision

· Tribal Customary Adoption

If “Other” is selected from the Stop Placement Reason drop-down menu, users must enter a description for the Stop Placement Reason.
If using a hard copy TA 280 form, staff must check one of the “Stop Placement Reason” boxes to indicate the reason(s) for replacement/end placement so that the support staff processing the request can indicate the correct Placement Change reason (and if appropriate, the corresponding Placement Episode Termination reason) in the CWS/CMS Placement Notebook.  
For example, whenever a caregiver has requested a child’s removal due to that child’s behavioral issues, staff should indicate “Child’s/NMD’s Behavior” as the Stop Placement Reason (rather than “Other”). This practice will allow for the streamlined, effective tracking of children for data reports, and facilitate referrals (for eligible children) to mental health services required by the Katie A. settlement agreement. 

Whenever legal guardianship is court-ordered for a child, staff must submit a Stop Placement Request and indicate “Placed with Guardian” as the reason – even if the child will remain at the same physical placement address (e.g., when a FFA caregiver becomes a legal guardian). Such placement updates are vital to ensure that the ongoing monthly rate remains accurate, and to prevent costly overpayments by the Department.
For detailed FCSS training materials, instructional videos, and other information about the Automated 280 process and mobile app, go to: http://lakids.dcfs.lacounty.gov/dcfs/BISCS2012/fostercaresearch/index.aspx. 
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


*The time period from a child’s first removal from the home to his or her final and permanent placement, whether back in the home of a parent or otherwise, which may include one or more placements in foster care or non-foster care.

