	FOR YOUR INFORMATION



	FYI
FYI
FYI
FYI
FYI
FYI
FYI
FYI
FYI
FYI

	

	
	Issue
	14-23
	Date:
	10/22/14
	

	

	Visitation Planning and Engagement of Relatives and Out-of-Home Caretakers
ATTENTION ER, DI AND CS SOCIAL WORKERS

Dependency Court hearing officers and child and parent attorneys expect to consistently see detailed discussions regarding visitation plans and engagement of relatives in the Jurisdiction/Disposition Report. When a detailed Family Visitation Plan is not included in the court report, the court must proceed to make visitation-related orders which are difficult for parents, caregivers, and social workers to carry out because the orders may not take into account parents and caregivers’ work schedules, availability of monitors, travel distances, etc. It is in everyone’s best interest for a Family Visitation Plan to be developed as soon as a child is separated from his/her biological family, updated as needed and included in the court report.
Additionally, it is critically important that we identify and engage relatives and non-related extended family members as potential resources for providing a child with a temporary home and a permanent home should the child be unable to safely reunify.  Even if a family member is unable to provide a home to a child, he/she may be able to stay in touch with the child through phone calls or cards, help supervise visits, transport a child to sibling visits, etc.  Ideally, this family member will be an ongoing support to the family after the child welfare case is closed.  

The Jurisdiction/Disposition Report policy and template provide guidance on the content of the report.  Below are a few tips/reminders specific to family visits and engagement of relatives:

Statements Section

· Enter statements regarding placement issues and visitation under the headings of Children, Parents/Legal Guardian, Social Worker, and Others. 

Consideration of Relative Placement Section

· Consult with the detaining CSW and the case-carrying CSW about the efforts made to identify and contact relatives and non-related extended family members and describe those efforts made in this section, per policy, Identifying and Notifying the Court of Recurring Efforts to Locate Relatives and Non-Relative Extended Family Members (NREFMs). 
· Discuss in detail the appropriateness of placing the child in the home of a relative and, if appropriate, the placement plans. Also, include the relative or non-related extended family member’s statement regarding his or her: 

·  Willingness to provide care for the child, 
·  Ability to provide appropriate care for the child's placement needs, 
·  Willingness to comply with the visitation plan, 
·  Willingness and ability to provide an alternative permanent plan for the child if necessary,
·  Interest in visiting the child if the child is not able to reside with the relative and,
·  Interest in supporting reunification by supervising parents’ visits even if the child does not reside with the relative.

Visitation Section 

· Discuss the teaming approach used to develop the Family Visitation Plan as described in the Family Visitation policy.  The Family Visitation Plan included in the jurisdiction/disposition report should be developed in collaboration with the family and with Emergency Response, Dependency Investigation and Continuing Services staff’s input.  Taking into account the parents and caregivers’ work and personal schedules, transportation resources, etc. is critical to the success of the Family Visitation Plan.   Keep in mind the Core Practice Model activities:  engaging, teaming, assessing, planning, and tracking and adapting when creating or updating the Family Visitation Plan.
· The Family Visitation Planning Tool can help structure the development and documentation of the Family Visitation Plan.  The Plan should include the parties involved in its development, frequency, time, location, and transportation arrangements, whether visits are supervised, and alternative family contacts such as phone calls, letters, emails and photo sharing.  In addition to discussing family time with parents and siblings, the Family Visitation Plan should address visits with relatives and other individuals important to the child. 

Remember – Visitation is the HEART of Reunification!!!
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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