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DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

This Procedural Guide supports the Departments effort to ensure child safety.

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing cases.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

Welfare and Institutions Code Section16507 lists child welfare agencies to the list of entities having the right to be notified when and where a parent, serving time in state prison for child abuse, sexual molestation or domestic violence, is scheduled to be released on parole, or to be released following revocation of parole.  The right to notification applies to those cases in which the child and family are receiving Family Reunification services and have a parent who is incarcerated for acts of domestic violence, child abuse or sexual molestation.  The bill provides the Department with the opportunity to submit written comments in response to where the parent will serve his or her time on parole.  

Utilization of the authorized request for notification serves several purposes, depending on the circumstances of the case:  

1. It can allow the CSW to help the child and family receiving Family Reunification services make plans to protect themselves in preparation for the incarcerated parent’s release.  

2. It can provide useful information about a parent’s whereabouts for legal notification for future court dates and for permanency planning.  

3. In those rare circumstances where the physical proximity of the parent will pose a substantial risk to the child, the CSW may obtain a modification of the release to a more distant setting.

When the parole authority receives a request for notification of an inmate’s scheduled release on parole the ‘notification and written comment’ system operates on the following time schedule:

For information on how the ‘notification and written comment’ system operates. See Procedural Guide 0100-507.60, Requesting Notification of Pending Release of an Incarcerated Parent.

Procedures

A. WHEN:
A CASE BECOMES FAMILY REUNIFICATION WITH A 




PARENT INCARCERATED FOR CHILD ABUSE, 






MOLESTATION OR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

If a parent is serving a prison term for the conviction of child abuse, or any sex offense specified as being perpetrated against a minor, or an act of domestic violence, and the family is receiving Family Reunification services a request should be sent to the California Department of Corrections.  This will enable DCFS to receive notice of when and where the parent will be released on parole.

Unit Clerk Responsibilities

1. When either a CSW or a SCSW request that a CDC 1707 be initiated, complete as follows.

a) Check the box with the following statement “I am requesting notification of release regarding an offender and applying for special conditions of parole.”

b) Fill out the inmate’s information with data provided in Section A of the CDRC 1707 including:

· Full Name

· CDC Number, if provided

· Date of Birth, if provided

· Date Sentenced, if provided

· Criminal Court Case Number

· County of Commitment

c) Complete Section B. as follows:

Applicant Name:
Enter Los Angeles County Department of Children 




and Family Services Office of Public Inquiry

Address:

Enter 425 Shatto Pl., 6th fl, Los Angeles, CA 90020



Telephone Number (Day)
Enter (213) 351-5722 or 5594



Telephone Number (Evening)
Enter (213) 351-5722 or 5594

d) Complete Section C if the CSW is requesting any Special Conditions as follows:

Check the following box marked “Concerned Citizen”  Then check applicable boxes regarding conditions of release.

e) Skip Section D.

f) Sign as indicated in Section E.

g) Send the original CDRC 1707 to:

California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR)

Office of Victim and Survivor Services 

P.O. Box 942883, Sacramento, CA 94283-0001

h) Send a copy of the CDRC 1707 to:

DCFS Office of Public Inquiry at 425 Shatto Pl., 6th fl,

Los Angeles, CA 90020
i) Send a copy of the CDRC 1707 to the case-carrying CSW

B. WHEN:
A CASE NO LONGER MEETS THE CRITERIA TO RECEIVE 



NOTIFICATION THAT A PARENT IS SCHEDULED FOR 




RELEASE

The right to notification applies only to those cases in which one parent is receiving Family Reunification Services.  DCFS is not authorized to receive notice that an inmate/parent is scheduled to be released when the case is changed from Family Reunification to Family Maintenance, Permanency Placement or terminates jurisdiction.  

The immediate family of the victim of the crime for which the inmate/parent was convicted maintains the right to receive notification.  If a request was originally sent to the California Department of Corrections requesting that DCFS be notified of a parent/inmate’s scheduled release, a modification of that request must be submitted when the case no longer meets the criteria for DCFS notification.

Unit Clerk Responsibilities

1. When either a CSW or a SCSW request that a CDRC 1707 be initiated, complete as follows.

a) Do not check any of the boxes.

b) Complete Section A of the form as detailed in Part A above.

c) Enter the following in Part B of the form “Child welfare agency no longer qualifies”.

d) Skip Section C 

j) Skip Section D.

k) Sign as indicated in Section E.

l) Send the original CDRC 1707 to:

California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR)

Office of Victim and Survivor Services 

P.O. Box 942883, Sacramento, CA 94283-0001

m) Send a copy of the CDRC 1707 to:

DCFS Office of Public Inquiry at 425 Shatto Pl., 6th fl,

Los Angeles, CA 90020
n) Send a copy of the CDC 1707 to the case-carrying CSW

APPROVAL LEVELS

Section
Level
Approval

A.-B.
None




OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Welfare and Institutions Code Section16507
(a) Family reunification services shall be provided or arranged for by county welfare department staff in order to reunite the child separated from his or her parent because of abuse, neglect, or exploitation.  These services shall not exceed 12 months except as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 361.5 and subdivision (c) of Section 366.3. Family reunification services shall be available without regard to income to families whose child has been adjudicated or is in the process of being adjudicated a dependent child of the court under the provisions of Section 300. Family reunification services shall include a plan for visitation of the child by his or her grandparents, where the visitation is in the best interests of the child and will serve to maintain and strengthen the family relationships of the child. 

(b) Family reunification services shall only be provided when a child has been placed in out-of-home care, or is in the care of a previously non-custodial parent under the supervision of the juvenile court. 

(c) When a minor has been placed in foster care with a non-parent, family reunification services may be provided to one or both parents. 

(d) When a county child welfare services agency is providing one parent with reunification services and the other parent is serving a prison term for the conviction of child abuse, pursuant to Section 273a, 273ab, or 273d of the Penal Code, any sex offense specified as being perpetrated against a minor, or an act of domestic violence, the county child welfare services agency may request that the Board of Prison Terms, with respect to inmates sentenced pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1168 of the Penal Code, or the Department of Corrections, with respect to inmates sentenced pursuant to Section 1170 of the Penal Code, provide the agency, during the time in which reunification services are being provided, with notification that the person is scheduled to be released on parole, or re-released following a period of confinement pursuant to a parole revocation without a new commitment. 

Penal Code Section 3058.65

(a)
(1)
Whenever any person confined in the state prison is serving a term for the conviction of child abuse, pursuant to Section 273a, 273ab, 273d, any sex offense specified as being perpetrated against a minor, or an act of domestic violence, or as ordered by a court, the Board of Prison Terms, with respect to inmates sentenced pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1168, or the Department of Corrections, with respect to inmates sentenced pursuant to Section 1170, shall notify the following parties that the person is scheduled to be released on parole, or re-released following a period of confinement pursuant to a parole revocation without a new commitment, as specified in subdivision (b): (A) The immediate family of the parolee who requests notification and provides the department with a current address. (B) A county child welfare services agency that requests notification pursuant to Section 16507 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(2) For the purposes of this paragraph, "immediate family of the parolee" means the parents, siblings, and spouse of the parolee. 

(b) (1) The notification shall be made by mail at least 45 days prior to the scheduled release date, except as provided in paragraph 

(2)
In all cases, the notification shall include the name of the person who is scheduled to be released, the terms of that person's parole, whether or not that person is required to register with local law enforcement, and the community in which that person will reside.  The notification shall specify the office within the Department of Corrections that has the authority to make the final determination and adjustments regarding parole location decisions. (2) When notification cannot be provided within the 45 days due to the unanticipated release date change of an inmate as a result of an order from the court, an action by the Board of Prison Terms, the granting of an administrative appeal, or a finding of not guilty or dismissal of a disciplinary action, that affects the sentence of the inmate, or due to a modification of the department's decision regarding the community into which the person is scheduled to be released pursuant to paragraph (3), the department shall provide notification to the parties and agencies specified in subdivision (a) as soon as practicable, but in no case less than 24 hours after the final decision is made regarding the location where the parolee will be released. 

(3) Those agencies receiving the notice referred to in this subdivision may provide written comment to the board or department regarding the impending release. Agencies that choose to provide written comments shall respond within 30 days prior to the inmate's scheduled release, unless an agency received less than 45 days' notice of the impending release, in which case the agency shall respond as soon as practicable prior to the scheduled release.  Those comments shall be considered by the board or department which may, based on those comments, modify its decision regarding the community in which the person is scheduled to be released.  The board or department shall respond in writing not less than 15 days prior to the scheduled release with a final determination as to whether to adjust the parole location and documenting the basis for its decision, unless the department received comments less than 30 days prior to the impending release, in which case the department shall respond as soon as practicable prior to the scheduled release. The comments shall become a part of the inmate's file. 

(c)
In no case shall the notice required by this section be later than the day the person is released on parole. 

RELATED POLICIES

Procedural Guide 0300-318.05, Obtaining Restraining Orders.
C300-002, Requesting Notification of Pending Release of an Incarcerated Parent
FORM(S) REQUIRED/LOCATION

Hard Copy

None

LA Kids:
CDRC 1707, Victim Services and Restitution Collection 

Request Form

CWS/CMS:


None

SDM:



None
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