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FOSTER CARE ELIGIBILITY

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

DATE OF ISSUE:         08/01/07

APPLICABLE TO:

All Technical Assistants (TA) and Eligibility Workers (EW) responsible for an 





eligibility determination for financial participation, their Eligibility Supervisors

 




(ES) and Human Services Administrators (HSAI)

LEGAL BASIS:               State Regulations-Division 45 Sections 45-200; 201; 202 & 203; 42-433;

                                          ACL 02-45

RELATED POLICIES:   Procedural Guide E030-0510 Initial Determination for Financial 

                                          Participation; Procedural Guide E030-0520 Redetermination of AFDC-FC

                                          Eligibility

FORMS:


         CA 6- Verification of Immigration Status






CDA 8- Notice that Child is Legally Freed and/or Relinquished






CDA 109- Notice that Child is Legally Freed and/or Relinquished






CDA 246D- Notice that Child is Legally Freed and/or Relinquished





DCFS 230-Request for Evidence






DCFS 341-Notification of Foster Care Trust Account Action Request






DCFS 406-Income/Property Worksheet

                                           DCFS 280-Technical Assistance Action Request

                                           DCFS 2282-AFDC-FC Clothing Allowance






DCFS 853-Affidavit






DCFS 1688-Report of Death, Accident or Illness






DCFS 1726-Request for School Report





        CA 2.1-Support Questionnaire

                                           SOC 815-Approval of Family Caregiver Home






INS I-94-Arrival/Departure Record






JA 5-Request for Evidence: Veteran’s Benefits






PA 796-7-Notice that Child is Legally Freed and/or Relinquished






Title XVI-MEDS Inquiry

                                           ABCDM 228 Release of Information Authorization 

DOCUMENTS:

Case Information Notebook






Case Notes (CS-CNOTES)






Client Notebook






Family Information Notebook






FC2 Notebook






Placement Notebook

SUPERSEDES AND

CANCELS:                      Procedural Guide E020-0300, Foster Care Eligibility General Requirements, 

                                          Dated 9/29/06

 A. AGE/IDENTITY Determination of a child’s age shall be based on acceptable evidence, which is of sufficient quality and quantity to document the birth, age and identity of the child.  Children are eligible to AFDC-FC from birth to age 18, or older with special circumstances, refer to the school attendance/training requirement, (Section H of this policy).

NOTE: 
On all actions requested via the DCFS 280 form, the assigned EW  

               must notify the CSW via e-mail that the DCFS 280 was assigned 

               to them and must also notify the CSW once the requested action is

               completed.

WHEN:
WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION;



CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY OR AT



REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY











* The eligibility determination is not complete until the ES signs the 




FC2.  Therefore, the EW shall process the eligibility determination 





within 30 days.
WHO
      HOW

TA/EW

TA/EW

TA/EW

TA/EW


1. Documentation of age shall be photocopied whenever possible.  When a birth certificate is photocopied, a notation shall be made on the case record copy whether the evidence was an original or copy.

2. If a photocopy of a birth certificate is viewed, it is to be used as interim documentation and an original birth certificate requested following steps a-c below:

a. Complete and sign the DCFS 230 form. If a VSI printout is available, transcribe the certificate number from the VSI to the DCFS 230 form.

b. Forward the DCFS 230 form to the ES for an approval.

c. Upon ES approval, submit the DCFS 230 form to the Central Clerical staff in Glendora for processing and document in CWS/CMS case notes. Three (3) birth certificates should be requested.

NOTE:    Upon receipt, the Central Clerical Unit in

                Glendora  will forward one (1) birth certificate

                 to the EW of record and two (2) to the case-

                 carrying CSW of record at the time.

NOTE:  When requesting birth certificates for children

               born out-of-state, staff must review the back of 

               the DCFS 230 form to see if a particular State 

               requires a Court Order or an ABCDM 228. 

               when appropriate, attach the ABCDM 228 or a 

               copy of the minute order that indicates DCFS 

               jurisdiction over the child to the DCFS 230 form.

Note: When submitting a DCFS 230 to request a

              birth certificate, EW staff must attach a

              photocopy of their county ID badge (front

              and back of the ID).
Obtaining a birth certificate for children born outside the US is often very difficult.  The family should be the first resource for obtaining this documentation.  If the family does not have the child’s birth certificate or is not cooperative, the Special Immigration Status (SIS) Unit and the consulate for the country of the child’s birth, is the next best option.  EW staff should follow steps below:

a) Ask the child’s mother, father or relative(s) for the child’s birth certificate.

b) Ask the Special Immigration Status (SIS) and the consulate of the child’s birth country for assistance if it is not available.  Ask the consulate office for a written statement if the child’s birth record is not available.

c) If the child is from Mexico, contact the Dept. of Protection and Legal Affairs from the Consulate General of Mexico at 2401 W. 6Th. St., Los Angeles, CA 90057, phone (213) 351-6818, fax (213) 351-6844. 

3. If the evidence can not be photocopied, the information from the document shall be recorded in detail on the Case Notes.

4. If the child was born in the United States or a United States Territory, acceptable evidence in priority order is listed below: 

a) original official birth certificate or certified photocopy of the birth record; or

b) vital statistics abstract printout; or

c) original United States Passport; or

d) original Adoption Decree; or

e) original Indian Record; or 

f) Federal or state census record; or a court order which shows the child’s age and identity if the child is, or has been, in foster care placement; an original hospital, physician or licensed midwife birth record which contains identifying information about the child and the parents; or completed DCFS 230 form if the child’s birth is recorded.

NOTE: Follow steps a-c in Section A-#2 when 

             requesting a birth certificate.

5. The document evidence information shall be recorded on the FC2 form and/or the Case Notes.

6. If the child’s birth was in the United States, but not recorded, the following is acceptable as documentation:

a) hospital, physician or midwife birth record which identifies the child and his date of birth; or

b) school records; or

c) baptismal certificate or church record of confirmation; or

d) entries in a family Bible or other genealogical record/memorandum; or

e) the child’s insurance policy which identified the child and the parent/caregiver; or

f) medical/dental/health service agency records; or

g) the DCFS 853 form, affidavit completed by the parent/caregiver which states:

1) the child’s complete name, birth date, city, state, and place of birth (e.g., at home);

2) the child’s relationship to the parent/caregiver;

3) the reason the parent/caregiver does not have birth documentation for the child; and
4) whether the birth has been recorded; and
h) The DCFS 853 form, affidavit from an adult (other than the parent/caregiver) based on personal knowledge of facts, which would determine the age of the child, and is not a statement of belief based on the child’s personal appearance.  This affidavit must contain statements of the circumstances upon which the adult’s personal knowledge is based.





7. If a child is born outside of the United States or Territories:  Immigration papers or governmental records of immigration including but not limited to:

a) CA6 completed by INS; or

b) INS I-94, Arrival-Departure Record indicating the child’s birth date; or

c) Alien Registration Card; or

d) Naturalization papers or governmental record of naturalization; or

e) United States Passport or foreign passport; or

f) Original birth certificate or certified photocopy of birth records; or

g) Court order that indicates the child’s age and identity if the child is or has been in foster care placement.




TA/EW


8. Interim documentation of birth is a temporary method of establishing eligibility pending the receipt of the documentation listed above. Interim documentation shall include at least one piece of collateral evidence or a detailed affidavit from the parent/caregiver; and
a) DCFS 230, Request for Evidence; or

b) CA6 initiated to INS.

       NOTE: Follow steps a-c in Section A-#2 when 

                    requesting a birth certificate.

ABANDONED CHILD.

1. The alien and citizenship policies and procedures do not apply to abandoned children for whom no birth verification is available.  These children are presumed to be eligible to AFDC-FC based on the court order that placed the abandoned child in foster care indicating the parent’s whereabouts are unknown and the child is too young or is incapable of providing information about him/herself.

2. Copy the original court order showing the child’s age which is used as documentation of birth only if the identity of the child remains unknown and there is no other means of documenting the child’s age.
3. The unavailability of documentation must be explained on the Case Notes, and no referral is initiated to the Immigration and Naturalization Service.  At initial and each redetermination, the EW shall attempt to obtain any information which might identify the child



B. CHILD SUPPORT In California there is a Child Support Enforcement Program established for the purpose of identifying and locating absent parents, establishing paternity, and enforcing the child and spousal support obligation.  The responsibility of parents to support their children continues even though a parent does not live with his/her children.  All parents regardless of their age or their marital status are responsible to the extent of their ability for the support and care of their children whether they are natural or adopted including minor parents and children in foster care.

WHEN:

WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY 








DETERMINATION; CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY 



OR 
AT REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY











* The eligibility determination is not complete until the ES signs the 




FC2.  Therefore, the EW shall process the eligibility determination 





within 30 days.

WHO
      HOW




TA/EW

TA/EW


1. A child support referral is required at intake and redetermination even if the parent is receiving public assistance.  

2. A child support referral is not required when:

a) parents of the child have relinquished for adoption.  Case record shall have the California Department of Adoption document indicating a relinquishment;

b) parent(s) is deceased.  Case record must have a vital statistics inquiry printout indicating the parent is deceased;

c) when the CSW made a determination that it is not in the best interest of the child to make a referral to the local Child Support Agency. The DCFS 5123 form must be filed in EW case file

3. INITIAL:  Annotate in the documentation section of the FC2 form that the CA2.1 form was initiated and processed.  Retain a copy of the CA2.1 form in the income maintenance case.

Note: The CW 371 Supplemental Manual form is no

           longer sent to the Child Support Services

           Department (CSSD). Only the CA 2.1 referral

           is sent via electronic interface.

4. APPROVED: Changes such as those listed below are reported to the Child Support Agency by way of an electronic transfer of files between the two departments. 

       NOTE: No action is required by the EW.

a) discontinuance or partial discontinuance of a case;

b) change in absent parent contributions;

c) addition of a child into placement;

d) new income discovered by the absent parent which is available or unavailable to the child; 

e) a child moves out of foster care and begins living with a relative;

f) A child has been accepted for adoption by a public or private adoption agency or when an acceptance has been terminated.

C. CITIZENSHIP/ALIENAGE Determination of a child’s citizenship/alien status shall be based on acceptable evidence which is of sufficient quality and quantity to document that the child is a United States citizen by birth in this country or a United States Territory.  A child is a naturalized citizen or derives his/her citizenship from another person (parents).  In the absence of conflicting evidence, an otherwise eligible child can receive foster care while citizenship documentation is pending. 

Special Immigrant Status is available for immigrant children who are in juvenile dependency proceedings and eligible for long term foster care.  Qualifying children ultimately can obtain permanent resident status.  Public Assistance benefits contain a provision that permits aliens who are ‘permanently residing under color of law’ (PRUCOL) to be eligible for the benefit.  Special Immigrant Juvenile is defined in INA 101(a)(27)(J) and USC 1101(a)(27)(J) and Immigration Act of 1990 153 (IA90).

WHEN:

WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION;

                     CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY OR AT

                     REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE 

                     PLACEMENT








* The eligibility determination is not complete until the ES signs the 




FC2 form.  Therefore, the EW shall process the eligibility 







determination within 30 days.
WHO
      HOW




TA/EW

TA/EW


1. Copies of the following documents or information from such documents adequately recorded in the Case Notes.

a) birth certificate;

b) baptismal certificate;

c) similar proof of birth in the United States or a United States Territory (i.e., America Somoa, American Virgin Islands);

d) American passport;

e) certificate of citizenship (such as for a person whose American citizenship is derived from the citizenship of another person);

f) correspondence from the Immigration and Naturalization Service indicating United States citizen; OR,

2. If the above documentation is not available, obtain the following:

a) affidavit or declaration made under penalty of perjury by persons 18 years of age or over with direct knowledge of:

1) the child’s date and place of birth in the United States; or
2) the United States citizenship of the child’s parent(s); or
3) facts concerning the child which would not exist if he/she were not a citizen.

b) DCFS 230 form, Verification of Documentation.  Verified and completed by Document Procurement to serve as evidence of citizenship.

3. CA 6 form, Verification of Immigration Status shall be on file in the eligibility segment and/or recorded on the ID page of the Client Notebook.  The child would be considered an alien if:

a) the CA6 form indicates the child is not a naturalized or derivative citizen of the United States; or

b) the parent(s) failed to comply with a notice to appear at an INS office to discuss his citizenship status; or

c) the parent(s) refused to provide information needed by INS to establish the child’s citizenship status

NOTE:  If there is definite evidence that the child is an ineligible alien, the CA 6 form is not used. If there is no information, or only vague references to the child’s alien status, the CA 6 form shall be used.

4. A copy of the PRUCOL application must be on file in the eligibility segment and recorded in the Case Notes.  The PRUCOL application include two parts:

a) Petition for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, and

b) Application for Adjustment of Status. 

5. When the child’s services plan changes to permanent placement, (s)he is eligible for special immigration status.  Qualifying children ultimately can obtain permanent resident status.  A referral is submitted to the Special Immigration Status unit.

D. DEPRIVATION 

Deprivation of parental care and support is a condition that links a child(ren) to a categorical aid program.  

WHEN:
       WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION;

                     CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY OR AT

                     REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE 

                     PLACEMENT







WHO
      HOW




TA/EW

TA/EW


1. RELINQUISHMENT FOR ADOPTION.  Relinquishment can be used as the deprivation when the parent has signed the relinquishment document and it has been filed (court action does not have to be completed) or a petition to terminate parental rights must have been granted.

a) reviews the CDA109, PA796, PA797, CDA246-D or CDA8 forms.  Notices that Child is Legally Freed and/or Relinquished.  

b) a copy of this notice shall be filed in the eligibility segment and/or recorded in the CWS/CMS Client Notebook, Family Information Page.

2. DECEASED PARENT.  Death of the parent(s).  Verification shall be on file or recorded in the client notebook demographic page in the form of:

a) copy of the death certificate;

b) vital statistic inquiry printout;

c) newspaper clipping;

d) funeral card;

e) court report; or

f) affidavit from a person other than the caretaker and the DCFS 230 form, Verification of Documentation has been submitted for processing.




3. PHYSICAL OR MENTAL INCAPACITY OF THE PARENT.  Deprivation due to physical or mental incapacity exists when either parent has a physical or mental illness, defect or impairment which is expected to last at least 30 days and is supported by acceptable evidence.  Deprivation exists if the incapacitation:

a) prevents the parent from working full time; or

b) prevents the parent from doing as much work as a regular employee even through employed full time which results in reduced pay; or 

c) substantially reduces the parent’s ability to care for the child.

NOTE: Verification of incapacity are listed below:

1) an award letter indicating approval of benefits for SSI/SSP, Workman’s Compensation, or SDI is conclusive proof of a parent(s) incapacity; or

2) a medical report or written statement from a physician, psychologist, or staff person with access to the patients records, or

3) a verbal statement (documented on case notes) may be taken from a physician, psychologist, or staff person with access to the patient’s records.  This verbal statement is good for 60 days while written verification is pending. 



TA/EW


4. UNEMPLOYMENT OF THE PARENT.  The following is a guide to evaluate deprivation based on unemployment:

a) both parents must be living in the home;

b) the unemployed parent must be the principal wage earner.  If the principal wage earner is employed 100 hours or more per month, there is no unemployment deprivation;

c) the principal wage earner’s unemployment is not because of participation in a strike, or work action;

d) if unemployed for less than 30 days, the principal wage earner would have state financial participation at the time of application;

 NOTE: Steps to determine the  principal wage 

              earner are as follows:

1) complete the AFDC-U Principal Earner and Labor Force Attachment

2) obtain an Income and Eligibility Verification System (IEVS) abstract printout

3) additional research and investigation may be required to obtain the essential information to make a determination

4) the four-month time limit of 30 and 1/3 income disregard is used when making the initial AFDC linkage determination

5) the July 1992 MAP limits in effect July 16, 1996 are to be used to determine financial eligibility

6) the MBSAC 185% limits in effect July 16, 1996 are to be used to determine financial eligibility.



TA/EW


5. ABSENCE OF A PARENT.  A deprivation of absence exists for a state financial participation foster care child once the child is in placement.  Even if the parent(s) are maintaining a home together while the child is in placement.  A deprivation of absence exists for a federal financial participation foster care child only if the parents are separated or divorced. 

6. An explanation of the deprivation factors and how they are applicable to financial participation are:

a) For federal participation the child is deprived by the death, incapacity, unemployment or absence of his/her parent(s). The requirements for deprivation are the same as for a public assistance determination as of July 16, 1996.  Continuing deprivation shall be reevaluated based on the home of removal when additional or new information is obtained, at each redetermination or the child is relinquished/freed for adoption.  If the relinquishment/freed action occurs, the deprivation is changed to relinquishment and federal financial participation continues if the child is other wise federally eligible. 

b) The basis for state/non-federal financial participation is that a child is considered deprived when placed in foster care.  The deprivation determination is absence or relinquishment, as appropriate.

E. ELIGIBLE/LICENSED PAYEE
WHEN:
       WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION;

                     CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY OR AT

                     REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE 

                     PLACEMENT








* The eligibility determination is not complete until the ES signs the 




FC2 form.  Therefore, the EW shall process the eligibility 







determination within 30 days.
WHO
      HOW




TA/EW

TA/EW


1. ELIGIBLE PAYEE: FEDERAL PARTICIPATION.  The dependent child is in placement and the foster care payment is paid to:

a) licensed family home;

b) licensed, private, non-profit group-home;

c) Non-profit Probation Group Home

d) public or non-profit child placement or child care agency which is licensed and has responsibility for placement and care of the child(ren); or

e) relative (Youakim) when the child meets all other requirements of federal participation (both relatives and NREFM homes are exempt from licensure but must meet Adoption and Safe Families Act requirements).

NOTE: Verification of the above homes is as follows:

1) Resource Management Unit

2) CWS/CMS data base 

3) PROB 667 form, Probation Authorization for Placement;

4) Specified relationship within the federal requirements. DCFS 5420 form to document relationship of caregiver to child.  Record the relationship in the Case Notes and Placement Notebook.

5) Copy of license for home or Letter to verify

home meets the host State licensing standards for Title IV-E funding. 



TA/EW


2. ELIGIBLE PAYEE: STATE OR NON-FEDERAL PARTICIPATION.   The dependent child is in placement and the foster care payment is paid to the following:

a) any licensed facility listed above; or 

b) non-related legal guardian; or

c) eligible child as his/her own payee

1) must be temporarily absent from an eligible facility; and 

2) age16 or 17 and temporarily absent to attend a college, vocational or work and training institution; or

3) age 18 and temporarily absent to attend a high school or a vocation/technical-training program.

NOTE:  Additional conditions that must be met:

1) it is necessary that the child be the payee to implement the service plan; and 

2) the placement worker has determined  the child to be mature and responsible; and 

3) the licensed payee is not available; and

4) no duplicate payment is made

NOTE: Verification of the facilities above is as 

              follows:

1) Resource Management Unit or CWS/CMS

2) court order or letters of guardianship;

3) documentation sufficient in the services case record which state that all the conditions are met



TA/EW


3. LICENSED PAYEE.  Foster homes must have an approved license and should also have a contract with the DCFS in Los Angeles County.

4. FOSTER FAMILY HOME.  Licensed by the California Department of Social Services Community Care Licensing (CCL).
a) The home’s license number status must be verified via CWS/CMS database.   

5. RELATIVE FOSTER FAMILY HOME.  A home approved by the Children’s Social Worker, Probation Officer, or Adoption Worker.  A home of a relative who’s relationship meets the federal requirements.

a) Verification is a review of the SOC 815 form, indicating the CSW approved the placement home and the DCFS 5420 form indicating the relative’s relationship to the child.

6. NON-RELATED LEGAL GUARDIAN.  The non-related legal guardian must cooperate in order to receive foster care payment.  The guardian’s home was named in a direct court order as specifically having care, custody and supervision of the child.  The court order can be from dependency or probate court.

a) Verification of guardianship is a review of the court order granting legal guardianship.

7. FOSTER FAMILY AGENCY (FFA).  Licensed by the California Department of Social Services as a non-profit home finding agency.  The foster care payee must be the Foster Family Agency not the certified foster home.

a) Verification is the CWS/CMS database.

8. PRIVATE NON-PROFIT GROUP HOME.  Licensed by the California Department of Social Services.



F. INCOME/PROPERTY One of the factors to be considered in determining eligibility for financial participation is the income and property of the child and parent(s).  Treatment of income received for the child must be considered when processing a determination for foster care eligibility. 

WHEN:

WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION;

                     CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY OR AT

                     REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE 

                     PLACEMENT








* The eligibility determination is not complete until the ES signs the 




FC2 form.  Therefore, the EW shall process the eligibility 







determination within 30 days.

WHO
      HOW




TA/EW

TA/EW


1. INCOME.  Obtain information from appropriate sources to determine the income and property of the child and parent(s).  Document the exploration of income and/or evidence in the Case Notes indicating the action taken to obtain benefits to which the child appears to be eligible.

2. Investigate the following types of income/resources:

a) EARNED INCOME.  Employer verification indicating gross income and deductions.  Self-employment verification on a DCFS 853 form listing income, deductions, expenses and hours worked.  Business records or annual income tax records.  Deductible personal expenses such as; childcare and transportation must be documented with receipts.

b) MILITARY ALLOTMENTS.  Statement from the finance division of the branch of service.

c) RETIREMENT BENEFITS.  Award letter indicating the date of award, the benefit amount and/or a copy of the benefit warrant.

d) SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS.  Disability, Survivor, and/or Supplement Security Income.  A copy of the application, benefit warrant and/or benefit award letter, the MEDS Title XVI and the Title II inquiry printouts.

e) VETERAN’S PENSION BENEFITS.  A copy of the award letter indicating the current benefit amount, copy of the benefit warrant and/or the completed returned JA 5 form.

f) WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION BENEFITS.  Accident or Damage lawsuits.  A copy of the award letter or letter from the compensation carrier is acceptable documentation.



TA/EW


3. Treatment of income received for the child must be considered when an eligibility determination is made.  Income/benefits received by DCFS Finance Division, on behalf of the child, is offset with the foster care payment amount.   Net non-exempt income received by the foster care child and/or caregiver is deducted by the TA/EW.   Income shall be recorded on the following forms:

a) DCFS 341 form for Social Security benefits. The account balance shall be documented at each annual redetermination;

b) FC 2 form;

c) DCFS 406 form.

4. The foster care child meets the income eligibility if the following is documented on the DCFS 406 form and/or Case Notes:

a) gross income does not exceed 185% of the AFDC MBSAC as of July 16, 1996 plus special needs; and

b) net income does not exceed the foster care rate plus special needs (Refer to page # 11 d.1-6.)

NOTE:  The income of a youth in an Independent Living Program (ILP) is exempt. 

5. REAL PROPERTY.  For the determination of AFDC-FC eligibility, the value of real property is determined by subtracting any allowable encumbrances from the county-assessed value.  If real property is indicated on the FC2, documentation and/or evidence are required.  

6. PERSONAL PROPERTY.  To determine the net market value of personal property, deduct the allowable encumbrances from the value.  Personal property to be evaluated includes:

a) Cash and Securities:

1) cash on hand;

2) checks on hand;

3) checking, savings, and credit union deposits;

4) stocks/bonds/notes;

5) trust deeds and/or interest on leased real property

b) Motor Vehicle. The first fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) of the net market value is exempt regardless of how the vehicle is used. Any amount over the net market value of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) is included in personal property.



TA/EW 


7. Treatment of property.  When the authority for placement is a court order or relinquishment, only the child’s separate real and personal property is evaluated.  When the authority for placement is a voluntary placement agreement, the child’s separate real and personal property (available for the child) are evaluated.

NOTE:  Although the parent’s property is not included in the determination of the child’s AFDC eligibility, the property value is needed to determine financial participation.  To determine availability, the EW is to ask the parent if the child has control of and can sell or dispose of the property.

8. If the property is available for the child, it is considered in the property evaluation.  If the property is not available for the child, it is not considered and is excluded from the property evaluation.

a) A DCFS 853 form from the parent stating why the child does not control the property must be on file.

9. PROPERTY LIMITS.  The personal property may not exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) for eligibility for federal/state foster care benefits. Documentation on file must substantiate that real and personal property does not exceed the limit.

10. The evaluation of income, real and personal property is completed at initial and each redetermination and/or when any property change occurs.  If the property requirement is not met, the child is ineligible to federal or state financial participation AFDC-FC.  The child’s foster care financial participation is county funds (GRI).  Probation minors who do not meet the property limit are denied or discontinued.  The Probation Department is responsible for the foster care placement costs.



G.  LEGAL AUTHORITY FOR PLACEMENT Legal authority for placement is the removal of a child from a parent or relative custody and the subsequent placement in foster care must be done under the authority of a court order, voluntary placement agreement, relinquishment, or legal guardianship.

WHEN:

WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION;

                     CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY OR AT

                     REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE 

                     PLACEMENT








* The eligibility determination is not complete until the ES signs the 




FC2 form.  Therefore, the EW shall process the eligibility 







determination within 30 days.
WHO
      HOW




EW

EW

EW


1. COURT ORDER.  Review the detention or a disposition order issued by the Juvenile Court that:

a) designates DCFS or Probation as responsible for the placement and care of the child; and

b) that the child’s continuance in the home of the parent or relative from whom removed would be contrary to the child’s welfare; and

c) that reasonable efforts have been made to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child from his/her home and to make it possible for the child to return to his home; OR

 NOTE: The lack of pre-placement preventive efforts is

        reasonable based on emergency removal is also

        acceptable for this language requirement. 

d) a child placed under a ‘direct court order’ (care, custody and control delegated to a specific person), with no responsibility delegated to DCFS or the Probation Department is not eligible to AFDC-FC.  A court order may name a specific person with whom the child is to be placed.  If the order vests care, custody and control to DCFS or the Probation Department then it is not a ‘direct court order’ and the child may be eligible to AFDC-FC.

2. VOLUNTARY PLACEMENT AGREEMENT.  Review the mutual consent agreement (SOC 155), signed by the agency and the parent or guardian that indicates DCFS is to place the child in foster care. 

3. MUTUAL AGREEMENT FOR 18 YEAR OLDS. Prior to a placed child’s 18th birthday with no Legal Authority in place, the child must sign an agreement (SOC 155A), to remain in placement under agency supervision.  The child must have been in placement under one of the authority for placements listed above.  The exceptions to this agreement are:

a) when a juvenile court order remains in effect; or 

b) when the child is too impaired to sign the agreement

4. RELINQUISHMENT.  A child placed by a public or private adoption agency when relinquished by one or both parents, or when a petition to terminate parental rights has been granted.

5. LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP.  A child placed in the home of a non-related legal guardian appointed by a probate or dependency court.  Legal Guardians must cooperate with DCFS in providing services to the child or AFDC-FC shall not be paid.

H. SCHOOL ATTENDANCE/TRAINING One of the factors to be considered in determining eligibility for financial participation is the child’s school attendance/training at age 18 years. 

WHEN:

WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION;

                     CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY OR AT

                     REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE 

                     PLACEMENT








* The eligibility determination is not complete until the ES signs the 




FC2 form.  Therefore, the EW shall process the eligibility 







determination within 30 days.
WHO
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1. When the foster child reaches the age of 18 years, they may continue to receive AFDC-FC only if they were receiving AFDC-FC and meeting the school attendance/training requirement prior to reaching 18 years.  Children that remain in placement with a court order, at age 19, are no longer eligible to AFDC-FC.  Their financial participation becomes General Relief Ineligible (GRI: county funds). 

2. 18 YEAR OLD.  Documentation sufficient in the service record to indicate the child meets the AFDC requirement.  Review the CWS/CMS Education and Education Provider Notebooks and/or the DCFS 1725.1 form.  The 18 year old is eligible to AFDC-FC if he/she satisfies all of the above, and:

a) has not completed high school; and

b) is enrolled in a full time high school or a vocational training program, and

c) expected to complete the educational program before reaching age 19

NOTE:  Enrollment in any of the following will meet the 

              the school enrollment requirement:

a) four year high school;

b) junior high school;

c) senior high school;

d) continuation high school;

e) evening high school;

f) certain other schools may meet the educational

      program criteria; for example, enrollment in a

      college/university only if working toward a high

      school diploma in a program which cannot result

      in a college degree.

4. VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL TRAINING  Children in vocational training require additional documentation to determine the following:

a) the student is not a high school graduate; and

b) the training cannot result in a college degree, and

c) completion of the training is expected before age 19

5. ATTENDANCE Correspondence school does not meet the attendance requirement.  Attendance is not affected by:

a) official school vacation; or

b) student’s illness; or

c) family emergency; or

d) the remainder of the month in which school is completed or discontinued



I.  SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER One of the factors to be considered in determining eligibility for financial participation is that the child must have a Social Security Number (SSN) or there must be verification that an application or an attempted application for an original or duplicate card has been made. 

WHEN:

WITHIN 45 DAYS* OF INITIAL ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION;

                     CHANGE IN CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY OR AT

                     REDETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE 

                     PLACEMENT
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1. SOCIAL SECURITY CARD AVAILABLE.  The child, parent or CSW has the original card.

a) A photocopy of the Social Security Card shall be on file in the eligibility segment.  The SSN shall be on the computer system database.

2. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER AVAILABLE, BUT NO ORIGINAL SOCIAL SECURITY CARD.  The child, parent or CSW has knowledge of the SSN but the card is missing.

a) Verification of the SSN shall be on file in the eligibility segment documented in the Case Notes.  

b) If an original Social Security Card is needed, make an application to obtain a duplicate card.

Note:  Only a certified copy of the birth record will be accepted, and a minute order showing that the child is under DCFS supervision must be attached to the application.

c) If no verification is made from the computer database, an affidavit signed by the parent/relative/guardian when available and cooperating.  Make an application to obtain a duplicate Social Security card.

3. NO SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER.  When a foster care child has no SSN EW must make an application.

a) If the child’s identity is known and birth documentation is available, an application for a SSN shall be completed and submitted to the Social Security Administration.

b) If the child’s identity is not known, obtain birth verification through the Vital Statistics computer database or via DCFS 230 through Document Procurement.

1) Upon receipt of birth verification, complete an application for the SSN and submit to the Social Security Administration. A copy of a minute order showing that the child in under DCFS jurisdiction must be attached to the application.

c) If the child’s identity is not known and verification is unavailable, request additional child identity information as it becomes known.  This is done at initial determination and at each redetermination.

NOTE:  When the absence of identifying information

               prevents the placing agency representative from 

              obtaining a SSN, the eligibility case file shall 

               contain documentation of the attempt to apply

               for a SSN for the child, including the date the

               attempt was made, and the reason the attempt

               was unsuccessful.        

          

J. SPECIAL NEEDS OF CLOTHING AND FUNERAL EXPENSES Two special needs provision exist in AFDC-FC, clothing allowance and funeral expenses.  Three placement situations permit the issuance of a clothing allowance: Initial, replacement and back-to-school.  Foster care burial costs are reimbursements by the State that are provided to foster parents for the costs of a burial plot and funeral expenses, up to five thousand dollars, (5,000.00) per burial, for a child receiving foster care at the time of death. Providers of AFDC-FC institutional care are excluded from this allowance.

WHEN:

WITHIN 24 HOURS OF THE REQUEST TO PAY A SPECIAL 




NEEDS ALLOWANCE.

WHO
       HOW




TA/EW


CLOTHING ALLOWANCE

1. INITIAL PLACEMENT. When the CSW authorizes the issuance of a clothing allowance by checking appropriate box on the DCFS 280 form (TA Action Request Form) and providing the completed DCFS 2282 Clothing Authorization form.

2. REPLACEMENT.  When the CSW determines that the minor has inadequate clothing and authorizes a clothing allowance issuance via the DCFS 280 and providing the completed DCFS 2282 Clothing Authorization form.

3. BACK-TO-SCHOOL.  Issued annually for children in school or kindergarten.  Children age 3 and 4 are eligible for this allowance when attending a public school development center program or multiple handicapped children.  

Note: This special need cannot be issued for children not in school or kindergarten.



TA/EW


FUNERAL AND BURIAL EXPENSES.  These expenses can only be allowed if the foster parents handle the funeral arrangements.  

1. Funeral expense can be issued if:

a) The child was living in a foster home. (Group-homes are excluded);

b) after it is determined that the parent or relative cannot provide for the funeral services;

c) The child’s estate funds have been investigated and used first.  These funds include Social Security Insurance, VA benefits and donations for foster parents received; and

d) the foster parent make the funeral arrangements and either:

1) pay for the arrangements and be reimbursed up to five thousand dollars ($5,000.00); or

2) Arrange with the mortuary and burial site to receive payment from Los Angeles County up to five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).




2. Documentation in the services case record should

     include: DCFS 1688 form,  Report of Death, Accident

     or Illness.  A copy of the death certificate, original 

     funeral and cemetery invoices and an affidavit itemizing

     expenses and the child’s available estate.

a) Submit to the Special Payment Unit in Fiscal Monitoring & Special Payments section.
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