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SUPERSEDES AND CANCELS:
Procedure Guide E030-0530, Relative (Youakim) Foster Care, dated 3/8/06

The Eligibility Worker (EW) shall complete the foster care eligibility determination for financial participation based on data obtained through investigation, research and verification.  The EW shall explore income and resources of the child and parent(s).

In the Illinois lawsuit, Miller vs. Youakim, the United States Supreme Court ruled that federally eligible children who were placed by court order could not be denied AFDC-Foster Care simply because (s)he is related to the child.  A relative, other than a parent, of a child who meets general AFDC and federal eligibility requirements is offered a choice of receiving public assistance or AFDC-FC only when the child meets all of the following criteria.  The child must:

1. have been removed from the home of the parent or relative by either a detention or suitable placement order; and

2. be placed in foster care with a relative different from the one from whom the child was  

      removed; and

3. have lived with the parent or relative from whom removed in the month of petition, or in any of the six months prior to the month of petition; and

4. have been eligible to receive federal assistance based on AFDC  FG/U eligibility requirements in effect as of July 16, 1996; and

5. meet all other general and federal AFDC-FC requirements; and

NOTE: Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) regulations require that all foster

              relatives and non-related extended family member’s home meet the same 

              approval or licensing standards as foster family homes. Certified license-pending 

              status is no longer applicable.            

NOTE: On all actions requested via the DCFS 280 form, the assigned EW  

              must notify the CSW via e-mail  that the DCFS 280 was assigned 

              to them and must also notify the CSW once the requested action is

              completed.

NOTE:  The EW must request the home assessment documentation via an 

         e-mail to the case-carrying CSW and SCSW; the Kinship CSW and 

         the Kinship SCSW should be copied on the e-mail and a control set

         for receipt of the SOC 815.

 A.
WHEN:

WITHIN 45* DAYS OF THE INITIAL CHANGE IN 





CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY, OR AT REDETERMINATION





OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FOSTER CARE





* The eligibility determination is not complete until the Eligibility 





Supervisor (ES) signs the FC2.  Therefore, the EW shall process the 




eligibility determination within 30 days.
WHO
      HOW




EW

EW

ES

ES

EW

EW


1. Receives the referral to process an eligibility determination for financial participation for relative (Youakim) foster care.

2. Receives the completed SOC 815 form with appropriate signatures as designated on form by ASFA staff. Review and ensure all pages are completed in its

entirety.

NOTE:
Provided that all other eligibility criteria are met, eligibility will begin according to the date the approval standards were met as indicated on the SOC 815 form signed by ASFA staff.  

3. Records the non-paid placement status on the Assignment Page of the client notebook in the  CWS/CMS computer system.  If the relative is not known to the database, creates a new substitute care provider notebook.  Refers to the CWS/CMS budget action non-paid placement procedure guide.  Refers to the placement/replacement procedure guide.

4. Researches, investigates and verify all available information to obtain federal financial participation. Refers to the initial determination general requirements, and Preponderance of Evidence Model (POEM) procedure guides.

5. Determines eligibility based on the information received.

 NOTE: A relative whose home does not meet the

              ASFA home approval criteria shall be 

              referred to CalWORKS.

IF ELIGIBLE TO FEDERAL PARTICIPATION THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS SHALL BE TAKEN: 

1. Contacts the relative caregiver.  Explains the eligibility

     process and the choices for assistance programs.  

    Obtains the relative caregiver’s verbal program choice.

     Records the choice response in the Case Notes.  

    Completes and sends the FC 4 to the caregiver.

     Provides a self-addressed return envelope with your

     address.
2. Accesses the CWS/CMS computer system, if the relative chooses foster care, records the paid placement in the appropriate notebooks.  Refers to the budget actions initial placement procedure guide. If the relative chooses public assistance, the placement remains recorded as non-paid.

3. Records the paid placement as stated in #2 above, if the caregiver chooses foster care for the child and public assistance for him/herself as a needy caregiver.

4. Completes the notice of action to indicate the appropriate action.  Records the approval effective date and amount of foster care payment. If the relative chooses public assistance, includes in the notification the location of the CalWORKS office nearest the relative’s home, the SAWS I, NOA 290, Vital System Inquiry (VSI) print out and a copy of the FC 4 indicating the assistance program choice.

5. Accesses the MEDS computer system.  Ensures the correct aid code of ‘42’.  Refers to the Medi-Cal benefits card issuance procedure guide.

6. Submits the eligibility segment and all appropriate forms to the ES.  

1. Reviews the eligibility determination in accordance with current policy and procedure and end date the secondary assignment.  Records the approval on the AFDC-FC page of the client notebook and obtains from unit Clerk a redetermination worker via the transfer desk for your secondary assignment. 

2. Mails the notice of action to the relative caregiver and send a copy to the case-carrying CSW. 

IF INELIGIBLE TO FEDERAL PARTICIPATION THE   FOLLOWING STEPS SHALL BE TAKEN: 

1. Verify that the non-paid placement remains on the

      CWS/CMS computer system.

2. Completes the Notice of Action (NOA290) form.  Indicates the CalWORKS office location where the relative caregiver may apply for public assistance.  Includes a copy of the child’s birth verification, social security card and SAWS1. If the youakim relative does not reside in the State of California, proceed with step #3 below.

3. Sends a referral to the Metro Family Office where the

      CalWORKS eligibility determination for Out-Of-

State youakim relatives is completed. In addition to items listed in #2 above, the referral must also include copies of the Minute Order, the DCFS 2384 form and the MEDs Printout.

4. Records all activity in the Case Notes.

5. Submits the ineligible determination to the ES.  All ineligible determinations shall be reviewed by the ES and the Children’s Social Worker notified via the DCFS 2384 form.

NOTE: The notice of action is not mailed to the relative caregiver until the review process is completed.



ES

ES


1. Receives the relative foster care case and forms indicating denial of youakim benefits.

2. Accesses the CWS/CMS application. Search, Retrieve 

and Open the existing child/case. Review the AFDC-FC page of the Client Notebook for completeness and

accurate denial determination. Record the denial in the

Description Text Box.

3. End Dates the EW Secondary Assignment if the 

completed assignment meets the satisfaction of the

ES.  Ensure that the secondary assignment is the 41 

file number on the assignment page if the Services

case remains open.

NOTE: The 41 file number needs to be assigned to 

      each Intake/Redetermination supervisor by CAO in

order for the ES to add 41 file numbers with his/her

own name on the Assignment Page.

ES should keep the physical cases with 41 and 31 (AWOL) aid codes for 6 months. After, 6 months, 

ES ends their 41 file number on the Assignment Page,

annotating in case notes “Case sent to Library” and

forwards case to Library.
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