PROCEDURAL GUIDE 
E030-0542
RE-ENTRY INTO EXTENDED FOSTER CARE (EFC)
Date Issued: 08/13/12
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Policy Release

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Revision of Existing Procedural Guide


Revision Made: This is a new procedural guide, which resulted from the passing of Assembly Bill (AB) 12 and the release of All County Letters (ACLs) 11-61, 11-69, 11-77 and 12-12. 
Cancels and replaces: None 
DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

This Procedural Guide supports the Department’s priority outcomes of child safety and permanency.  
WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing cases. 

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

This Procedural Guide will focus on the eligibility requirements for re-entry of a former foster youth (probation, child welfare or tribally supervised) into Aid to Families with Dependent Children-Foster Care (AFDC-FC) benefits after attaining 18 years of age.  
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR RE-ENTERING YOUTH
(Please refer to ACL 11-61, Extended Foster Care (EFC) and ACL 11-69, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18: Part One, for additional information on EFC benefits, in addition to the following procedural guides E030-0540, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18 and E050-0542, Extended Foster Care for Probation Youth).
To be eligible to re-enter foster care and be eligible for foster care benefits, Welfare and Institutions Code (W&IC) section 388 (e) states that a non-minor (NM) youth must have had a court order for foster care placement on his or her 18th birthday. 
On or after January 1, 2012, in order to be eligible to re-enter foster care and receive EFC benefits, a former dependent (NMD) must meet the eligibility criteria specified below which are the same for both the state and federal AFDC-FC programs and include:
1. Age,

2. Education and employment participation conditions,

3. Transitional Independent Living Case Plan including the Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP),

4. Authority for placement, and

5. Eligible facility.

COUNTY RESPONSIBILITY

The county that had jurisdiction over the non-minor immediately prior to the non-minor exiting foster care maintains payment responsibility/jurisdiction for the non-minor upon re-entry. 

1. County of Jurisdiction:

If the non-minor contacts the county with jurisdiction to reinstate EFC benefits, the County Children’s Services Worker (CSW) or Deputy Probation Officer (DPO) will assess the circumstances of the non-minor’s request for placement and have the non-minor immediately complete a SAWS 1, an FC 2 NM, and a SOC 163. In addition, the JV 466 and JV 468 petition forms are required within 15 judicial days to petition the court for reinstatement of jurisdiction over the non-minor and should be completed at the earliest possible interval. The county may also consider completing an EA 1 on behalf of the non-minor (NM will sign the EA 1 in place of their parent). The appropriate placement agreement should also be completed at the time of placement. 

Eligibility:

Once completed, placement forms, SAWS 1, FC 2 NM, EA 1 and a copy of the SOC 163 will be forwarded to the Intake Eligibility Supervisor assigned to the office along with a completed SOC 158A. These forms will be maintained in the NMD’s eligibility case file per existing case model format. 

2. County of Residence Providing Courtesy Supervision:

If the non-minor contacts a county (county of residence) other than the county of jurisdiction (payment county), and that county of residence provides courtesy supervision, the county of residence will assess the circumstances of the non-minor’s request for placement and assist the youth with completion of the forms.
Eligibility:
Once completed, placement forms, SAWS 1, FC 2 NM, EA 1 and a copy of the SOC 163 will be forwarded to the Intake Eligibility Supervisor assigned to the office along with a completed SOC 158A. These forms will be maintained in the NMD’s eligibility case file per existing case model format. 

3. County of Residence NOT Providing Courtesy Supervision:
If the non-minor contacts a county of residence that does not provide courtesy services, the county of residence must immediately assist the youth in determining the county of jurisdiction and allow the youth to phone the county of jurisdiction’s point of contact in order to begin the EFC process. The county of residence shall also provide blank copies of the SAWS 1, FC 2 NM, EA 1 and SOC 163 to the youth. It is the county of jurisdiction’s responsibility to assess the circumstances of the non-minor’s request for placement and care and get the completed forms from the youth in a timely manner. 

Eligibility:

Once completed, placement forms, SAWS 1, FC 2 NM, EA 1 and a copy of the SOC 163 will be forwarded to the Intake Eligibility Supervisor assigned to the office along with a completed SOC 158A. These forms will be maintained in the NMD’s eligibility case file per existing case model format. 

Eligibility Determinations/New Episodes: 
Young adults who voluntarily re-enter foster care after turning 18 years of age following dismissal of dependency/delinquency are considered to be entering a new foster care episode. 
· A new eligibility determination is required. 
· When determining Title IV-E eligibility, the AFDC linkage must still be satisfied. 
· The AFDC eligibility determination is based on the youth’s status as an adult; income and property of the youth is only considered without regard to the parent/legal guardians or others in the assistance unit in the home from which the youth was removed as a younger child or any relatives the youth is currently residing with. 
· Deprivation is met so long as the young adult is not living with a biological or adoptive parent. 
· Authority for placement is initially, and temporarily, met through the signing of a SOC 163 (Mutual Agreement for Extended Foster (Care) by both the youth and the county representative. The ongoing authority for placement is met with the filing of the 388 petition and subsequent court jurisdiction.
Authority for Placement
In order to re-enter foster care and receive EFC benefits, the non-minor must sign a Voluntary Re-Entry Agreement for EFC (SOC 163) with the county of jurisdiction and either simultaneously or subsequently complete a JV 466 and JV 468 to petition for reinstituted court jurisdiction. 
The SOC 163 is the document that the non-minor signs specifying his or her intention to re-enter EFC and comply with program requirements and eligibility conditions. The agreement provides the county with the initial authority for placement and specifies the services that the county agency agrees to provide to the youth. 
Eligibility:

The signing of the Voluntary Placement Agreement (SOC 163) is an eligibility condition for a youth re-entering EFC and documents the earliest possible beginning date of aid (BDOA). The BDOA is the day the youth and county sign a SOC 163 or the day the youth is placed in an eligible facility, whichever occurs last, provided all other eligibility criteria are met. As with all voluntary placements, if a court order, including the best interest finding, is not obtained within 180 days/six months of the signing of the voluntary placement order, extended foster care funding must terminate. 
The 388 (E) Petition Process

The SOC 163 serves as a valid authority for placement for no more than 180 days (federal). Once the SOC 163 is completed, a petition pursuant to W&IC section 388(e) petition shall be filed within 15 judicial days of signing the SOC 163. The 15 day requirement is to ensure that a NMD becomes a dependent of the court prior to the expiration of the 180 day voluntary re-entry agreement but the 15 day requirement is not a requirement for eligibility of the federal or state EFC program. 
Eligibility:

A copy of the fully executed SOC 163 and a copy of the termination of jurisdiction court order that provided extended foster eligibility pursuant to W&IC 391, 452 or 607.2 must be submitted to the EW to determine funding eligibility. In addition, once the 388(e) petition is heard by the court and court jurisdiction is resumed, the minute order will also be forwarded to the EW. These documents will be maintained in the left side of the Income Maintenance Folder. 
Court Retention of General Jurisdiction over NMDs: 

Beginning January 1, 2012, there are three status types for NMD; dependency, delinquency, and transition jurisdiction. Transition jurisdiction is a new type of jurisdiction that has been created to allow wards who have completed their probation and no longer require delinquency jurisdiction to remain under court supervision per W&IC section 450. For more information on transition jurisdiction refer to ACL 11-85.  

Beginning January 1, 2012, when terminating dependency, delinquency or transition jurisdiction over NMDs or foster youth who have reached age 18 and do not elect to remain in EFC, the Juvenile Court shall retain “general jurisdiction” over the NMs per W&IC section 303(b). This will allow the NM to file a petition per W&IC section 388(e) for the court to resume or assume transition jurisdiction or resume dependency at a later date for youth who are still under the maximum age of EFC (W&IC section 303(b

Definition and use of term: “general jurisdiction” - means the jurisdiction the juvenile court retained over a nonminor at the time of the dismissal of dependency jurisdiction, delinquency jurisdiction, or transition jurisdiction for the purpose of considering a request to resume its dependency jurisdiction.  

The court shall resume dependency jurisdiction over a former dependent or assume or resume transition jurisdiction over a former delinquent ward pursuant to W&IC section 450. The youth’s placement and care will be under the responsibility of the county child welfare or probation department, as determined by the W&IC section 241.1 protocol. The youth must meet the criteria as described in ACL 12-12 and W&IC section 388(e) (5) in order to be eligible for the resumption of dependency or transition jurisdiction. The court must find that re-entry and remaining in foster care is in the youth’s best interest as described in 388(e) (5) (iii) for Title IV-E eligibility to continue beyond the 180th day. 

Transitional Independent Living Case Plan for a Re-entering Non-minor:

In order to participate in the EFC program, the NMD must meet the participation conditions listed in ACL 11-61. Every NMD will have a case plan which includes a Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP). The case plan or TILP must document which of the participation conditions the youth will be participating in and, should also include a back up plan should the youth become unable to participate in the first activity. A county has 60 days from re-entry to complete the case plan with the NMD. The NMD’s signature on the SOC 163 will initially indicate their intent to satisfy one of five participation conditions of EFC and will continue to satisfy that requirement for the first 60 days. The CSW or DPO will send the completed SOC 163 to the EW. After the TILP is completed the CSW or DPO will send the SOC 161 to the EW but no later than the month following the month the TILP was completed. 
When a payment will terminate due to the NMD aging out or a court order as described above, the aid payment shall cease at the end of the month in which the youth ages out or the court orders termination. 

Medi-Cal

The NMDs receiving EFC benefits under aid code 43, 49 will continue to be eligible for Medi-Cal benefits. Non-minors under age 21 not receiving a Title IV-E cash payment will continue to be eligible for Medi-Cal benefits provided they meet the requirements for Medi-Cal eligibility under the Former Foster Care Children’s Program. In order for a child to be eligible under the Former Foster Care Children’s Program, the child must be in foster care under the responsibility of the state on his/her 18th birthday, be under 21 years of age, and reside in the state. 
For further information on the following please refer to the applicable ACLs and/or Procedural Guides:

· Age Criteria for Extended Foster Care (EFC): ACL 11-61, Extended Foster Care (EFC), and Procedural Guide E050-0540, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18. 
· Program Participation Criteria: ACL 11-69, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18: Part One, (Attachment A), and Procedural Guide E050-0540, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18.
· Eligible Facilities (Placement Options): ACL 11-77, Extension of Foster Care Benefits Beyond Age 18: Part Two (Placement), and in Procedural Guide E050-0540, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18.
· Income and Resources information: Procedural Guide E050-0510, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18. 

· Special Populations of NMDS: ACL 11-69, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18: Part One.

· Exiting and Re-Entry to EFC: ACL 12-12, Re-Entry into Extended Foster Care (EFC), ACL 11-69, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18: (Part One), and Procedural Guide E-050-0510, Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18. 
Procedures

For information regarding initial determination for foster care see Procedural Guides E020-0500, Foster Care Eligibility General Requirements, and E030-0510, Initial Determination for Financial Participation. 

For information regarding Emergency Assistance (EA) see Procedural Guide E040-0510 - Emergency Assistance Program. 
Note:  As a courtesy to the CSW, on all actions requested via the DCFS 280 form, the assigned Eligibility Worker (EW) is requested to notify the Children’s Services Worker (CSW) via e-mail that the DCFS 280 was assigned to them and again at the time of assignment completion.

Note: For any placement/replacement or budgeted item that requires a DCFS 280, upon completion of the assignment the TA/EW will forward the DCFS 280 and any attached documentation (i.e. DCFS 2282 or SOC 815) to the case carrying EW (intake or redetermination) or to the Eligibility Supervisor (ES) over the unit holding the “41” case file. 
All Notices of Action (NOA) are child/NMD specific and applicable to youth who were determined to be federally or State (Non-Federal) eligible. A NOA is NOT applicable if the child is GRI funded (County funds only). A NOA is completed when aid is granted or increased, denied, decreased, suspended, cancelled, discontinued or terminated. (A decrease shall include an overpayment adjustment and balancing). A NOA will also be sent when the County demands repayment of an overpayment or when the County takes action after the claimant has conditionally withdrawn a request for a State Hearing. Two (2) copies are sent to the caretaker, one (1) copy to the CSW and one (1) copy is retained in the child’s eligibility case. The NA Back 9 will be attached to all NOA’s. 

All Notification Letters are child/NMD specific, applicable to youth who were determined to only be eligible for GRI (County funds) to offset placement costs. The Notification Letter will be used when aid is granted or increased, denied, decreased, suspended, cancelled, discontinued or terminated.  The NA Back 9 will not be attached to Notification Letters. 
The EW who completes the action is responsible for also setting up and sending the appropriate NOA/Notification Letter unless otherwise indicated in policy. 
A. WHEN:
UPON RE-ENTRY OF A FORMER FOSTER YOUTH (If NMD is re-entering as a former Probation placed minor, see Procedural Guide E050-0542, Extended Foster Care for Probation Beyond the Age of 18)
Note: EW will follow the same procedures as is in Procedural Guide E090-0590, Foster Care Placement/Replacement. This includes the TA/EW setting up placement/payment on licensed facilities, and setting up the placement and non-paid payment when the placement setting requires a home assessment (i.e. relative or NREFM placement). TA/EW will set up a SILP placement/payment, remembering that the SOC 157A and SOC 157B, supporting the SILP must also be attached to the DCFS 280 for completion of budgeting actions and then sent to the Intake or Case Carrying EW (See attachment “A” for instruction on setting up a SILP). 
Reminder: Non-minors in NRLGs are not eligible for SILP as they are not dependents of the court. (See ACL 11-69, Extension of Foster Care beyond Age 18: Part One, page 15, “note” for further information.)
Technical Assistant Unit

1. Unit Clerk or Technical Assistant Eligibility Supervisor (TA/ES) receives the following forms which are forwarded to the assigned TA/EW for completion of assignment: 
a) DCFS 280 and SOC 163 requesting re-entry into foster care for a NMD;
b) SAWS 1;
c) FC 2 NM;
d) SOC 158A;
e) EA 1 (Recommended it be included in this intake packet. It will be signed by the NM in place of the parent.);
f) If placement is known, the appropriate placement agreement should also be included in the intake packet);
i) If a SILP placement, the SILP Approval and Placement Form, SOC 157A, with the attached SOC 157B.

2. Log the Intake into the Workload Management Log.

3. Review the Intake Packet documentation and determine if all mandatory information and signatures is provided, authorizing the approved placement selection. 

a) If the mandatory signatures are not in place or the information is not complete, return the intake packet to the requesting CSW for correction.  

i) Flag the Workload Management Log to indicate that the Intake Packet has been returned for correction.

ii) Check with the CSW/SCSW after 5 days if the corrected Intake Packet has not been returned as the assignment may have been cancelled.

4. Upon receipt of an accurate Intake Packet complete setting up the placement per existing procedures in Procedural Guide E090-0590, Foster Care Placement/Replacement. Types of placement include: 
a) Approved relative or Non-Related Extended Family Member (NREFM) (TA/EW will set up placement however the Intake EW will complete budgeting as this type of placement requires a home assessment)  (See ACL 11-77 regarding placement in the home of a relative or NREFM);

b) Foster Family Home (FFH); 
c) Foster Family Agency (FFA);
d) Small Family Home;  
e) Whole Family Foster Homes (WFFH); 
f) Group Home (under limited circumstances); 
g) Transitional Housing Placement Program (THPP) (under limited circumstances);

h) Transitional Housing Program-Plus-Foster Care (THP-Plus-FC) (CDSS is in the process of developing statewide approval standards and a statewide rate structure. At this time a THP-Plus-FC placement is not available.)
i) Supervised Independent Living Placement (SILP) (May include the home of a relative or NREFM, apartment (alone or with roommate(s), single room occupancies, renting a room, dorms/university housing). The NMD is the payee. (SILP placements and payment will be completed by the TA/EW.
i) A SILP placement may only receive the basic foster care rate and the applicable county clothing allowance. 

Note: Before setting up any payment, if there is a Specialized Care Increment (SCI) the CSW must also include any applicable county forms required to document the child’s eligibility for an SCI, a WFFH payment, a Regional Center rate, a clothing allowance or other benefit which the NMD is entitled to. (Per existing policy, if the child is receiving a “D” or “F” rate, only the appropriate signatures on the DCFS 280 is required)
5. If the placement is a SILP, TA/EW will do the following:

a) Follow instructions as outlined in “Attachment A, Non-Minor Dependent (NMD or NM) SILP Placement Information.” 
b)  Set-up the budget indicating the NMD or designated person as the payee. 
c) APPS will generate a vendor number once budgeting has been completed on CWS/CMS; however within 24 business hours of setting up the budget, check CWS/CMS to ensure the vendor number has actually been generated. If not, contact the Resource Management Unit in Glendora for assistance. 
6. TA/EW will pay particular attention to the aid code by reviewing case notes and other systems (i.e. MEDS) to ensure the correct aid code has been set up on all systems (Refer to County Fiscal Letter (CFL) 11/12-32 for aid code information). 
7. Send a referral to the Centralized Medi-Cal unit to set up the Medi-Cal case or if is necessary to update or correct a current record.
8. Complete case notes, indicating the actions taken in the case.
9. Forward the DCFS 280 and any attached documentation to the Intake ES. 
10. Follow current procedures with regard to updating the Workload Management Log.

Intake ES Responsibilities
1. Receive the Intake Packet from the TA/EW Unit. 

2. Unit Clerk/Eligibility Supervisor will forward the DCFS 280 and accompanying documentation to the assigned EW.

Intake EW Responsibilities

1. Receive the Intake Packet from the Unit Clerk/Eligibility Supervisor.

2. Assigned EW will review the documentation and the case on CWS/CMS and MEDS to ensure that all information data entered is correct, including placement, payment, aid code, and special projects page information. 

a) If there is error, follow departmental processes for returning or correction of error.

3. If the AB 12 Certification reason code has not been set up on the Special Projects page, review the SOC 163 to determine which of the 5 criteria the NM will meet and data enter this information into the Special Projects page.
a) If the SOC 161 is not included in the intake packet, set up a DCFS 26-1 to control for 60 days from the date the NMD signed the SOC 163 (For further information see page 5, “Transitional Independent Living Case Plan for a Re-entering Non-minor”)
4. Complete an initial determination of eligibility (following the general rules of eligibility determination as outlined in Procedural Guide E030-0510, Initial Determination for Financial Participation); however keep in mind the changes in eligibility due NMD status including income, resources or deprivation (page 3). 

5. Once the funding source has been determined, follow processes as outlined in Procedural Guide E090-0590, Foster Care Placement/Replacement to complete necessary budgeting actions (placements that are assessed such as a relative or NREFM). 

a) If there is an aid code change, ensure that the Medi-Cal Centralized Unit is noticed of the change to correct the MEDS system. 

6. If the SOC 161 is received prior to approving the intake case, set up a six-month control (DCFS 26-1) for the next certification period. This will be six-months from the TILP date as indicated on the SOC 161. 

a) Check to ensure the “Participation Activity” (ACL 11-61, page 3, “Education and Employment Participation Conditions) is correct in the Special Projects page on CWS/CMS. If not, correct the criteria code indicating a new start date after end-dating the previous criteria code.  
7. Document all actions taken on the case in CWS/CMS case notes.

8. File all documentation in the eligibility case on the left side of the Income Maintenance folder. 

OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS:

Assembly Bill (AB) 12

Public Law (PL) 110- 351

Welfare and Institutions Code (W&IC)

Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP)

All County Letter(s) (ACL) 11-77, 11-69, 11-15, 08-31, and 08-24

All County Information Notice (ACIN) 1-40-11
County Fiscal Letter 11/12-32
LINKS:

California Code


http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
Division 31 Regulations

http://www.cdss.ca.gov.ord/PG309.htm
Title 22 Regulations

http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/PG295.htm
RELATED POLICIES - FOSTER CARE:
E030-0540 


Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 18
E050-0542


Extended Foster Care for Probation Youth

E090-0590


Foster Care Placement/Replacement

FORMS:

DCFS 280


Technical Assistant Action Request

EA 1


Emergency Assistance Application
FC 2 NM

Statement of Facts Supporting Eligibility for AFDC-FC (NM or NMD)
SAWS 1

Application for Case Aid, Food Stamps and/or Medical Assistance
SOC 157A

Supervised Independent Living Plan (SILP) Approval and Placement Agreement
SOC 157B

Supervised Independent Living Plan (SILP) Checklist of Facility Health and Safety Standards
SOC 158A


Statement of Facts for AFDC-FC
SOC 161

Six-Month Certification of Extended Foster Care Participation
SOC 163


Mutual Agreement for Extended Foster Care

Attachment A

Non-Minor Dependent (NMD or NM) SILP Placement Information

Step 1

Click on the green button and check the Special Project page to determine if the SOC 161 and SOC 162 were submitted by CSW.
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Step 2


Click on the red button, then on the second house “+” sign to the right to create a new placement home. 
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Step 3


You will complete the ID page as usual EXCEPT you must select the Placement Home Type of “Court Specified Home” for SILP placements. (Do not send RM200 to Resource Management for SILP placement). The system will generate the vendor number, however, if after 24 business hours since the placement was created, if you find that the vendor number has not been created, contact the Supervisor over the Resource Management Unit for assistance with setting up the vendor number.
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Step 4

Complete the Substitute Care Provider page as usual.
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Step 5 

Create a Special Project for all SILP placement homes by clicking on the ‘+’ sign and selecting ‘S-NMD SILP’
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Step 6 

Enter the Start Date for the Special Project which should match the Start Date of SILP placement.
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Step 7

Now you have completed adding the home. Click on ‘+’ sign under first house to create placement. Select the SILP home you created and click OK button.
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Step 8

ID page on placement, Select “Nonrelatives-Nonguardian” as Care Provider Relationship. 
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Step 9

Go to the Ongoing Page of placement, Start Date of payment is CSW signature date on SOC 157 A or placement date, which ever comes later. NM (NMD) is eligible for Basic rate only.
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Step 10

The aid code remains the same. (State or Federal).
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