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E080-0585
CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY FOR CHILDREN (CEC) PROGRAM
Date Issued: 02/01/10
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Policy Release

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Revision of Existing Procedural Guide E080-0585, Continuing Eligibility for Children (CEC) Program dated 02/17/04

Revision Made: This revision updates the policies and practices of the CEC functions, and includes updated legal requirements. This is written in a new format. 
Cancels: None
DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

This policy supports the Department’s efforts to increase safety and reduce recidivism for families who have reunified with a child who was in out-of-home-care that would otherwise not be able to afford Medi-Cal.
WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

Cases in which a child under age 19 loses FC Eligibility and does not qualify under the Extended Medi-Cal Eligibility for Former Foster Care Children (FFCC) program, or any other no share of cost program, Continuous Eligibility for Children Program (CEC) is applicable.
OPERATIONAL IMPACT

The Continuous Eligibility for Children Program (CEC) was implemented January 1, 2001.  Federal law (Section 1902(e) (12) of the Social Security Act) permits states to implement a CEC period for certain children under an age specified by the State, but not to exceed 19 years of age.  Federal CEC ends either at the date that the individual exceeds the state-established age or the end of a period (not to exceed 12 months) following initial ongoing eligibility or the annual redetermination/reassessment, whichever occurs first.
The child is not eligible to CEC for the following reasons and will require a Notice of Action of Denial to be sent to the parent(s)/guardian. It must include the reason for the Denial of CEC. 

a) The child is living with the Biological Parent/Adoptive Parent/Legal Guardian in another state.
b) The child is in receipt of SSI, CalWORKs, Healthy Families or other “No Share of Cost” Medi-CAL program through DPSS.
c) At the time of a referral the child is incarcerated or AWOL.
d) The CEC referral was received the same month or after the CEC period expired, however, the case should still be referred to the Transitional Medi-CAL Unit. 
e) If the child is 19 years old and coming from either the Adoptions Assistance Program (AAP) or Kin-GAP programs, they are not eligible for CEC. 
Note: A Notice of Action is required when CEC is approved or denied. It is not necessary to send a Notice of Action of Denial if the child is already in receipt of Medi-Cal benefits through another program. 

Procedures

A. WHEN: CEC APPLIES WHEN A CHILD UNDER AGE 19 LOSES FOSTER CARE OR AAP OR KIN-GAP ELIGIBILITY AND DOES NOT QUALIFY UNDER THE EXTENDED MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY PROGRAM FOR FORMER FOSTER CARE CHILDREN (FFCC). 

Note: As stated in ACWDL Nos. 01-01 and 01-40, foster youth that are receiving Foster Care (FC) funds through Aid to Families with Dependent Children-Foster Care will be eligible to receive Medi-Cal services under CEC when Foster Care is discontinued.

Whenever a child under the age of 19 is no longer eligible for FC, AAP or Kin-GAP and does not qualify under the Extended Medi-Cal Eligibility Program for Former Foster Care Children (FFCC), CEC is applicable.  Therefore, the county must transition the youth to the CEC program after being terminated from FC/AAP/Kin-GAP, without requiring a new application.  
The child is entitled to CEC until the next annual redetermination/reassessment, which shall be 12 months from the initial determination or the last FC/AAP/Kin-GAP redetermination. (Reminder: AAP reassessment period is 2 years, however CEC period may not extend past 12 months)
CEC Eligibility Supervisor (ES) Responsibility
1. Receives a referral for CEC. (Referral may come from a Case Carrying Eligibility Worker or the Foster Care/AAP Hotline)

2. Data enters the referral information into EW Works;

3. Makes an assignment to a CEC Eligibility Worker (EW).

CEC EW Responsibility

1. The assigned EW will review and make sure the following information is on the CEC Referral Form. (If information is not complete return the referral to the sending EW for completion).
a) Case name;

b) Case number;

c) Child’s name;

d) Name and address of parent/relative/guardian that the child was returned to or remains living with;

e) The date that out-of-home placement was terminated; and

f) The initial determination or the last redetermination/reassessment month of the foster care/AAP/Kin-GAP case.
2. The following actions will be taken once it is determined the referral has complete and accurate information. 
a) Access MEDS and LEADER and obtain a current primary inquiry printout.

b) Determine and set up the time period for CEC eligibility. 
3. EW sets up the CEC packet. 

Referral Coming from Foster Care or Probation
1. Access CWS/CMS to determine the date the child was returned to the home of the parent(s)/guardian.

2. Based on the date the child was returned to the home of the parent(s)/guardian, and the date of the last determination/redetermination, the EW will calculate the last day the child is eligible for CEC. 
CEC eligibility will begin the first day of the month following the month that they were returned to the parent(s)/guardian. 
The end date for CEC will be the last day of the last month before the next redetermination will have been due.  (Example: Child returned home to parent on 11/2/09. Next redetermination is due April 2010. The child’s CEC period is effective 12/1/09 and will end 03/31/2010.) 

3. If the child turns age 19 before the end of the CEC period, the CEC period will end the last day of the month that the child turned age 19. The child is referred to the Transitional Unit. 
4. If a referral is received when a child left out-of-home placement at age 18, and has a verified Social Security Number on the MEDS system, a report is automatically generated from Business Information Systems (BIS) to DPSS. 
a) EW shall reconcile the referral with FFCC report and if the child’s name appears on the report, deny CEC. 

b) If the child’s name is not on the report, EW should complete FFCC Gram/Referral and sent to DPSS.

5. Complete actions on the Medi-Cal system to initiate a Benefits Identification Card (BIC) to the parent(s)/guardian. 

6.  Update the MEDS system with the following information: 

a) Parent(s)/Legal Guardian’s address;

b) CEC eligibility period including the termination date for CEC;
c) The termination code reason.  (The termination date is the end of the CEC period and termination reason code is 38.)  
d) Aid code change;

i) 7J for documented child.
ii) 7K for undocumented child.

7. If CWS/CMS is still active, update the Case Notes.   
8. Update EW Works as to actions completed on the child’s case including the following:

a) Approval or denial status;

b) Approval or denial dates;

c) If applicable, the reason for denial. 

9. Set up a child’s CEC folder, filing the documents in the CEC model case format. 

10. Complete the Check List and sign as validation of accuracy and completeness. 

11. Refer the completed case to the ES for review and approval. 

Referral Coming from AAP

1. Child remains with their Adoptive Parent; however AAP has terminated. 
2. EW will review the AAP Ledger and determine the CEC time period based on the first full month following termination of AAP and the date of the last assessment/reassessment for AAP. (AAP reassessments are due every 2 years). (follow the same steps as a child coming from Foster Care)
3. If the child turns age 19 before the end of the CEC period, the CEC period will end the last day of the month that the child turned age 19. The child shall be referred to the Transitional Medi-CAL Unit. 
4. Complete actions on the Medi-Cal system to initiate a BIC to the adoptive parent(s)
5. Update the MEDS system with the following information: 

a) Adoptive parent(s) address (if not already set up);

b) CEC eligibility period, including the termination date for CEC;

c) The termination code reason.  (The termination date is the end of the CEC period and termination reason code is 38.)  

d) Aid code change; 

i) 7J for documented child.

ii) 7K for undocumented child.

6. Update EW Works as to actions completed on the child’s case including the following:

a) Approval or denial status;

b) Approval or denial dates;

c) If applicable, the reason for denial. 

7. Set up a child’s CEC folder, filing the documents in the CEC case model format;
8. Complete the Check List and sign as validation of accuracy and completeness; 

9. Refer the completed case to the ES for review and approval. 

Referral for CEC Coming from Kin-GAP

1. Child remains with their Kin-GAP guardian or has emancipated from their Kin-GAP guardian; however Kin-GAP has terminated.

2. EW will review CWS/CMS and determine the CEC time period based on the first full month following termination of Kin-GAP and the date of the last assessment/reassessment for Kin-GAP. (follow the same steps as a child coming from Foster Care)

3. If the child turns age 19 before the end of the CEC period, the CEC period will end the last day of the month that the child turns age 19. Child shall be referred to the Transitional Medi-CAL Unit. 
4. Complete actions on the Medi-Cal system to initiate a BIC to the relative legal guardian. 
5. Update the MEDS system with the following information: 

a) Kin-GAP guardian’s address or address of where child is now living (if known);

b) CEC eligibility period, including the termination date for CEC; 

c) The termination code reason.  (The termination date is the end of the CEC period and termination reason code is 38.)  

d) Changed aid code

i) 7J for documented child.

ii) 7K for undocumented child.

6. Update EW Works as to actions completed on the child’s case including the following:

a) Approval or denial status;

b) Approval or denial dates;

c) If applicable, the reason for denial. 

7. Set up a child’s CEC folder, filing the documents in the CEC case model format. 

8. Complete the Check List and sign as validation of accuracy and completeness. 

9. Refer the completed case to the ES for review and approval. 

CEC Eligibility Supervisor Responsibilities

1. The ES reviews the case for accuracy and completeness including documentation on CWS/CMS case notes (if the case is still active), and EW Works. 
2. If all actions have been taken and forms completed, the ES validates the accuracy of the case by signing the CEC check list. 

a) If there are inaccuracies, or incomplete forms, the ES will return the CEC packet to the EW for corrective action. 

3. Return the case to the assigned EW.

B. WHEN: THREE (3) MONTHS PRIOR TO THE END OF THE CEC PERIOD

CEC Eligibility Worker (EW) Responsibilities

1. EW will monthly review their Case Log to determine which cases have CEC termination dates within the next 3 months. 

2. If termination is within the next 3 months the EW will pull the case and take the following actions:

3. Access MEDS and LEADER and review a current primary inquiry printout.
a) If the MEDS and/or the LEADER print-out show that there is an existing DPSS case it’s not necessary to update MEDS with a CEC termination date as DPSS LEADER will overlap the DCFS aid code once the case is approved on a new program.
i) Annotate on a EW Works work order that the case is closed and will be sent to GRM for storage;

ii) Prepare the case and send to GRM for storage.
b) If the Meds printout shows that CEC continues until the CEC termination date, case will be transferred to the Transitional Medi-Cal Eligibility Supervisor. 

Note: Retention of case records is ten years from the date of the CEC case closure
OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Social Security Act Section 1902(e) (12) may grant continuous Medicaid eligibility to children under age 19 for up to 12 months, even if there is a change in family income, assets, or composition.  Such eligibility must end when the child reaches age 19.  By granting children eligibility for up to one year without regard to changes in circumstances, states can minimize the burden on families seeking to maintain coverage for their children.   Most importantly, continuous eligibility can minimize coverage losses among children that occur because families are in financial transition and because of the barriers to continued participation that recertification requirements impose.  To adopt the continuous eligibility option, states must amend their Medicaid State plans.  States may also grant continuous eligibility under CHIP.

Welfare and Institutions Code 14005.25  (a) To extent federal financial participation is available, the department shall exercise the option under Section 1902(e)(12) of the federal Social Security Act to extend continuous eligibility to children 19 years of age and younger.  A child shall remain eligible pursuant to this subdivision from the date of a determination of eligibility for Medi-Cal benefits until the earlier of either:  (1) The end of a 12 month period following the eligibility determination.  (2) The date the individual exceeds the age of 19 years.   (b) This section shall be implemented only if, and to the extent that, federal financial participation is available.  (c) Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of title 2 of the Government Code, the department shall, without taking regulatory action, implement this section by means of all county letters or similar instructions.  Thereafter, the department shall adopt regulations in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.  

LINKS

CDSS Online Manual of Policies and Procedures - http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/CCRTitle22_715.htm
Online California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Divisions 2, 6, and 12 - http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/CDSSManual_240.htm
Letters and Notices –
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/lettersnotices/default.htm
California Code –
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/hsc.html
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E080-0580 
Medi-Cal Assistance Benefits

E080-0586
Transferring Medi-Cal Benefits from DCFS to DPSS for Transitioning Youth

FORM(S) REQUIRED

Form Number



Title

DCFS 280 
Technical Assistant (TA) Action Request
FC 2
Statement of Facts Supporting Eligibility for AFDC-Foster Care

NOA 290
Notice of Action (Approval or Termination)

Continuing Eligibility for Children (CEC) Referral
Continuing Eligibility for Children Check List
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