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TRANSITION OF MEDI-CAL BENEFITS FOR RELATIVE PLACEMENT (YOUAKIM) DENIALS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES (DCFS) TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SOCIAL SERVICES (DPSS) 
Date Issued: 03/08/11
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Policy Release

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Revision of Existing Procedural Guide 


This is a new procedural guide and is specific to cases where a child is placed with a relative and is not eligible for Medi-Cal through the Aid to Families of Dependent Children-Foster Care (AFDC-FC) program. This procedural guide provides instruction on transferring a Medi-Cal Assistance Only (MAO) case from the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) to the Department of Public Social Services (DPSS). The transfer of the MAO case is for the purpose of determining whether the youth is eligible for continuation of Medi-Cal benefits under another Medi-Cal program.    
Cancels: None
DEPARTMENTAL VALUES

The department has three priority outcomes: improved safety for children, improved timelines to permanency with the first permanency option being reunification, and reduced reliance on detention as the only method to assure safety for children. However, the department also recognizes that without a strong community safety net in place children are often without resources that ensure their needs are met. This includes youth who are placed with relatives, but who are not eligible to placement costs and Medi-Cal benefits through the AFDC-FC program.

WHAT CASES ARE AFFECTED

This Procedural Guide is applicable to all new and existing cases. 

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

The Medi-Cal program provides comprehensive Medi-Cal benefits to all public assistance recipients and to certain other eligible persons who lack sufficient funds to meet the costs of their medical care. In general, the health care available to children covered by Medi-Cal benefits includes a broad range of services which are reasonable and necessary for the prevention, diagnosis or treatment of disease, illness or injury. Experimental services, including drugs and equipment, are not covered. 

Procedures

Background – A child is placed in the home of a relative either as a result of a Voluntary Placement Agreement or by declaring the child a Dependent Ward of the Court through Dependency Court. As this child may be in need of emergent medical services, a presumptive Medi-Cal case is opened for the child. 

The Children’s Social Worker (CSW) completes the DCFS 280 - Technical Assistant Action Request form advising the eligibility section that a child has been initially placed in out-of-home care with a relative. The relative placement is entered into CWS/CMS as a non-paid placement. A Medi-Cal referral is sent to the Centralized Medi-Cal Unit to issue Medi-Cal benefits for the child. Initially the Medi-Cal benefits are issued from the Medi-Cal Eligibility Database System (MEDS). 

Within 45 days of initial placement an eligibility determination for AFDC-FC is completed. If the child is found to be federally eligible for Aid to Families of Dependent Children – Foster Care (AFDC-FC) they are also eligible for ongoing full-scope Medi-Cal. If the child is not found to be eligible to the Federal AFDC-FC program, their presumptively eligible Medi-Cal benefits must be transitioned to another Medi-Cal Program. 
Los Angeles County has two departments responsible for the administration of Medi-Cal Programs. Per State instruction Medi-Cal benefits not attached to an AFDC-FC program should be transitioned from a DCFS Medi-Cal program to a DPSS Medi-Cal program. A referral for ongoing Medi-Cal through DPSS will be forwarded to the Transition Unit. 
This procedural guide is for existing MAO cases that will be transitioned to DPSS and for cases where the child is not federally eligible but placed in the home of a relative. The four situations include:

· Children receiving DCFS Medi-Cal benefits for less than 9 months. A LEADER MAO record has been set up under file number 3715.

· Children receiving DCFS Medi-Cal benefits for more than 9 months. A LEADER MAO record has been set up under file number 3715.

· At the conclusion of an initial AFDC-FC eligibility determination in which the child placed with a relative is found to be non-federal, transition the Medi-Cal from DCFS to DPSS. The MAO record has been set-up on MEDS. 
· Annual MAO redetermination and Mid-Year Status Review (MSR) received from DPSS.
Initial training will be provided by the MAO ES to the Transition ES and EW’s. 

A. WHEN: EXISTING DCFS LEADER FILE - CHILD RECEIVED MEDI-CAL ASSISTANCE ONLY (MAO) LESS THAN 9 MONTHS.
Medi-Cal Transition Eligibility Worker Responsibilities

1. Print a LEADER report, which indicates the LEADER case number, case name and status. 
2. Access LEADER MAO file 3715. Research and identify the children that have received MAO for less than 9 months. 

3. Review MEDS to determine the following:

a) Is there more than one record of the child? 
i) Does the critical identification information (name spelling, address, date of birth, Social Security Number) match both or multiple records or is there more than 1 identifier that leads the EW to believe it’s the same child. 
ii) If it is determined that there are multiple cases for the same child send a referral to the Centralized Medi-Cal Unit to combine the multiple Medi-Cal child records. 

Note: Child may have been assigned a pseudo number by DCFS for the presumptive Medi-Cal coverage. 

4. Review the CIN number(s) on LEADER to determine what type of Medi-Cal coverage is open for the child. 
a) If there is a duplicate record, initiated through DPSS, terminate the record initiated through DCFS. 

b) Send a referral to the Centralized Medi-Cal Unit to combine the multiple Medi-Cal child records. 

Note: If the child was replaced into a FH, SFH, FFA or GH, do not proceed with the transition process. Review MEDS to ensure the Medi-Cal record reflects current placement information. 

5. Access CWS/CMS and determine the following:

a) Whether the child remains in out-of-home placement with the relative;

b) That there was a Youakim denial;

c) Whether jurisdiction remains intact.

6. If the child remains with the relative, there was a Youakim Denial, and the child remains a Dependent Ward of the Court, complete the Transfer Checklist with available documents. 
Note: The Birth Certificate/VSI and/or Social Security Card/Verifier may not able available which is listed as mandatory on the checklist. 

a) Print the SAWS 1. EW will complete and sign the SAWS 1. 

b) Obtain the original MC 210 from the Library File. 

c) Make a copy of the original MC 210 and place it in the case. The original will go as part of the referral transition packet. 

d) Send the CSW electronically (attached to an e-mail), the MC 210 to complete and return. (pdf form is available on LA Kids, or by clicking on the following web site: http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/documents/pdf_medi-cal%20applications/english/english%20application.pdf)
i) After 5 work days if the MC 210 has not been completed and returned, begin the escalation process as outlined on page 4 of the Procedural Guide E030-0520, Redetermination of AFDC-FC Eligibility. 

7. Upon receipt of the completed MC 210, send it along with a copy of the original MC 210, and copy of the SAWS 1 and process per existing Transition procedures. (For further information see Procedural Guide E080-0586, Transferring Medi-Cal Services from DCFS to DPSS for Transitioning Youth dated 03/09/10).

8. Send notice to the ES over the MAO Unit advising that the LEADER case needs to be terminated and a MEDS case for the child needs to be opened under aid code “38”. 

9. Send the packet to DPSS through existing procedures for an evaluation of other Medi-Cal programs. 

Note: If there are multiple Youakim denied siblings placed in the same relatives care; annotate the other child (ren’s) case numbers on the transition checklist. 

10. If there is no longer placement in the relative’s home or jurisdiction has been terminated, proceed with a referral to determine if the child is eligible for Continuing Eligibility for Children (CEC)/SB 87. (A referral may have already gone to the CEC unit when the placement stop action was completed). (Refer to Procedural Guide E080-0585, Continuing Eligibility for Children (CEC) Program for further information).

B. WHEN: EXISTING DCFS LEADER FILE: CHILD RECEIVED MAO MORE THAN 9 MONTHS 

Medi-Cal Transition Eligibility Worker Responsibilities

1. Print a LEADER report, which indicates the LEADER case number, case name and status.
2. Access LEADER MAO file 3715. Research and identify the children that have received MAO for more than 9 months. . 

3. Review MEDS to determine the following:

a) Is there more than one record of the child? 

i) Does the critical identification information (name spelling, address, date of birth, Social Security Number) match both or multiple records or is there more than 1 identifier that leads the EW to believe it’s the same child. 

ii) If it is determined that there are multiple cases for the same child send a referral to the Centralized Medi-Cal Unit to combine the multiple Medi-Cal child records. 

Note: Child may have been assigned a pseudo number by DCFS for the presumptive Medi-Cal coverage. 

4. Review the CIN number(s) on LEADER to determine what type of Medi-Cal coverage is open for the child. 

a) If there is a duplicate record, initiated through DPSS, terminate the record initiated through DCFS. 

b) Send a referral to the Centralized Medi-Cal Unit to combine the multiple Medi-Cal child records. 

5. Access CWS/CMS and determine the following:

a) Whether the child remains in out-of-home placement with the relative;

b) That there was a Youakim denial;

c) Whether jurisdiction remains intact.

Note: If the child was replaced into a FH, SFH, FFA or GH, do not proceed with the transition process. Review MEDS to ensure the Medi-Cal record reflects current placement information. 

6. If the child remains with the relative, there was a Youakim Denial, and the child remains a Dependent Ward of the Court, send the caregiver an MC 210rv. (The MC 210rv can be located in forms on LA Kids, or by opening the following website: http://www.champ-net.org/files/forms/medi-cal/mc210rv.pdf)
a) Control for 10 work days. 

7. If the caregiver does not return the MC 210rv form; request the CSW to complete it on behalf of the child.

a) Control for 3 work days and if not received back from the CSW, proceed with the escalation process as outlined on page 4 of the Procedural Guide E030-0520, Redetermination of AFDC-FC Eligibility.
8. Once completed and returned, complete the Transfer Checklist with available documents.

a) Make a copy of the original SAWS I or print the SAWS 1 from CWS/CMS. EW will complete and sign the SAWS 1. 

b) Obtain the original MC 210 from the Library File.

c) Make a copy of the original MC 210. 

d)  Upon receipt of the completed MC 210rv, send it along with the copy of the original MC 210 and the SAWS 1 and process per existing Transition procedures. (For further information see Procedural Guide E080-0586, Transferring Medi-Cal Services from DCFS to DPSS for Transitioning Youth dated 03/09/10). 
9. Send notice to the ES over the MAO Unit advising that the LEADER case needs to be terminated and a MEDS case for the child needs to be opened under aid code “38”. 

10. Send the packet to DPSS through existing procedures for an evaluation of other Medi-Cal programs. 
Note: The Birth Certificate/VSI and/or Social Security Card/Verifier may not able available which is listed as mandatory on the checklist. 

Note: If there are multiple Youakim denied siblings placed in the same relatives care; annotate the other child (ren’s) case numbers on the transition checklist. 

11. If there is no longer placement in the relative’s home or jurisdiction has been terminated, proceed with a referral to determine if the child is eligible for Continuing Eligibility for Children (CEC)/SB 87. (A referral may have already gone to the CEC unit when the placement stop action was completed). (Refer to Procedural Guide E080-0585, Continuing Eligibility for Children (CEC) Program for further information).

a) Annotate information on the LEADER report.

i) Alert MAO ES that the child should not be in the 3715 file.

ii) If receiving CalWORKs, notify DPSS that the child is no longer in out-of-home placement and returned to the parent(s)/legal guardian or replaced, and annotate the child’s situation in the LEADER case notes. 
Note: If there is more than one child in the relative’s household receiving DPSS CalWORKs or MAO, annotate the other children’s case numbers on the transition checklist. 

Note: After phase 1 – 2 are completed file 3715 is no longer needed for this MAO population. 

C. WHEN: AFDC-FC DENIAL
TA/EW Unit receives a request for an initial placement. (See Procedural Guide E090-0590, Foster Care Placement/Replacement for instruction regarding processing an initial placement). Per existing procedures, TA/EW will forward a request to open a Medi-Cal case for the child. 

Centralized Medi-Cal or MAO EW Responsibilities

1. Receive the request for initial placement of a child in out-of-home care and initiates Medi-Cal per existing procedures (See E080-0580, Medi-Cal Benefits for specific instruction).

Intake EW Responsibilities

Intake Foster Care Unit has received the intake packet for an initial placement in the home of a relative. The case was assigned to an EW per existing procedures. (See Procedural Guide E030-0510, Initial Determination for Financial Participation for instruction). The initial determination of eligibility is determined and one of the following situations is found:

· Child was not found to be federally eligible.

· Child was found to be federally eligible but the relative’s home does not pass the required home assessment. 

· Child was found to be federally eligible but the parent/legal guardian the child was removed from also lives in the same home as the child. 

· Child was found to be federally eligible but the relative caregiver does not want AFDC-FC but does want Medi-Cal for the child. 

Note: Upon determination that the child is not eligible for AFDC-FC, the relative caregiver is advised to apply for assistance through the Department of Public Social Services. This assistance may include CalWORKs and/or Medi-Cal.  

Note: Child must meet all General and Federal eligibility requirements to be federally eligible. General requirements are included in Procedural Guide E020-0500, Foster Care Eligibility-General Requirements. If any of the requirements are not met the child is not eligible for federal AFDC-FC. 

1. Upon denial of AFDC-FC, review MEDS and LEADER to determine the current Medi-Cal status.

a) If the child was placed in a non-relative, non-guardian home prior to the relative placement, send the Medi-Cal Referral to the CEC Unit.

b) If the child’s MEDS record indicates the DCFS State/Serial number, send the Medi-Cal Referral to the Transition Unit. 

c) If the child’s MEDS record indicates the DPSS LEADER number with ongoing benefits, do not send the Referral. The Child is already receiving Medi-Cal benefits from DPSS. 

Note: Children in receipt of SSI/SSP will have an existing Medi-Cal record. This record cannot be changed by DCFS. If there are necessary changes or if there are issuance problems the caregiver needs to contact the Social Security Administration. 

Transition Medi-Cal Unit Eligibility Supervisor Responsibilities (See Procedural Guide E080-0586, Transferring Medi-Cal Services from DCFS to DPSS for Transitioning Youth for further instruction)

1. Receive the referral from the Centralized Medi-Cal Unit, MAO ES or Intake EW.

2. Assign the referral to a Transition Medi-Cal EW. 

3. Forward referral and any attached documentation to the assigned EW.

Transition Medi-Cal Unit Eligibility Worker Responsibilities
1. Receive the referral and any attached documentation from the ES.

2. Review case records to determine if an immediate action is needed that will ensure continued Medi-Cal eligibility.

a) If immediate action is required, contact the Centralized Medi-Cal unit to activate ongoing Medi-Cal. After Medi-Cal is re-activated, proceed with the transition process. 

3. Send an MC 210 to the caregiver and control for return. 

4. After 10 days, if the MC 210 has not been returned, contact the caregiver by telephone to determine if the MC 210 was received and completed. If the caregiver has not completed the MC 210, explain the urgency with continuation of Medi-Cal coverage for the child. Send a 2nd MC 210 to the caregiver if necessary and flag for a return an additional 10 days. 

5. If after 10 days you do not receive the completed and signed MC 210, contact the CSW, advising them of their needed assistance and send them an MC 210 to be completed on behalf of the child. 

6. Control for return of the MC 210 from the CSW for a period not to exceed 5 days. If not returned after 5 days, begin the escalation process as outlined on page 4 of Procedural Guide E030-0520, Redetermination of AFDC-FC Eligibility. 
7. Upon receipt of requested documents, review MEDS and LEADER to determine if there is an active Medi-Cal case with DPSS. 

a) If the caregiver has established a Medi-Cal case for the child through DPSS, there is no need to transition case further. Complete case notes on CWS/CMS describing the reason for no further action, and then shred documents that came from the Intake EW.  

b) If the caregiver has not established a Medi-Cal case for the child through DPSS, proceed with the transition of the case. 

8. Complete the Transfer Checklist with available documents.

9. If the original SAWS 1 is not available, access CWS/CMS and print, fill out and sign the SAWS 1. 

10. Process per existing Transition procedures.

11. Send the packet to DPSS for processing.

Note: The Birth Certificate/VSI and/or Social Security Card/Verifier may not able available which is listed as mandatory on the checklist. CSW or relative may have to be contacted for children receiving benefits for over a year. 

D. WHEN: AT THE ANNUAL REDETERMINATION OR MIDYEAR STATUS REVIEW ON DPSS MAO CASES TRANSITIONED FROM DCFS TO DPSS
Note: For Dependent Wards of the Court who have had their Medi-Cal case transitioned from DCFS to DPSS, a yearly redetermination and midyear status review is required. The MC 210 RV is generated from the LEADER system and sent to the relative caregiver of record. (See Medi-Cal Policy Section MC 50189 for further information) 
If it is not returned to the DPSS EW a Notice of Action is generated notifying the caregiver that the child’s Medi-Cal will be terminated. To avoid an interruption of the child’s Medi-Cal, DCFS will assist with obtaining it either from the caregiver or from the CSW. To determine which dependent child will have their Medi-Cal case terminated, a report is compiled on LEADER that can be accessed by the Transition ES.  
Transition ES Responsibilities

1. Monthly access the LEADER portal and print the “Current Annual Incomplete” report.

2. Assign the report to an EW.

Transition EW Responsibilities

1. Receive the DPSS LEADER annual redetermination report for a specific child/relative caregiver.
2. Review CWS/CMS to determine if the child remains in relative out-of-home placement.

a) If yes, contact the relative caregiver, explain the redetermination process and advise them of the importance of sending back the redetermination form. 

i) Send the annual redetermination to the relative caregiver. 

ii) Control for return of the redetermination form. When returned forward to DPSS for processing. 

iii) If it is not returned, contact the CSW to complete the form on behalf of the child. When completed, forward to DPSS for processing. .

b) If no, notify DPSS that the child is no longer living with the relative caregiver. 

OVERVIEW OF STATUTES/REGULATIONS

Senate Bill No. 87 – Chapter 1088 This bill made changes in Medi-Cal eligibility criteria and procedures in instances when eligibility on one basis has terminated. The bill would provide for the transfer of a Medi-Cal beneficiary’s benefits to an appropriate transitional Medi-Cal program, under specified circumstances. 

Social Security Act Section 1902(e) (12) may grant continuous Medicaid eligibility to children under age 19 for up to 12 months, even if there is a change in family income, assets, or composition.  Such eligibility must end when the child reaches age 19.  By granting children eligibility for up to one year without regard to changes in circumstances, states can minimize the burden on families seeking to maintain coverage for their children.   Most importantly, continuous eligibility can minimize coverage losses among children that occur because families are in financial transition and because of the barriers to continued participation that recertification requirements impose.  To adopt the continuous eligibility option, states must amend their Medicaid State plans.  States may also grant continuous eligibility under CHIP.

Welfare and Institutions Code 14005.25  (a) To extent federal financial participation is available, the department shall exercise the option under Section 1902(e)(12) of the federal Social Security Act to extend continuous eligibility to children 19 years of age and younger.  A child shall remain eligible pursuant to this subdivision from the date of a determination of eligibility for Medi-Cal benefits until the earlier of either:  (1) The end of a 12 month period following the eligibility determination.  (2) The date the individual exceeds the age of 19 years.   (b) This section shall be implemented only if, and to the extent that, federal financial participation is available.  (c) Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of title 2 of the Government Code, the department shall, without taking regulatory action, implement this section by means of all county letters or similar instructions.  Thereafter, the department shall adopt regulations in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.  

LINKS

Online California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Divisions 2, 6, and 12 - http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/CDSSManual_240.htm
MC 210: http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/documents/pdf_medi-cal%20applications/english/english%20application.pdf
MC 210rv: http://www.champ-net.org/files/forms/medi-cal/mc210rv.pdf
RFELATED POLICIES

E020-0500

Foster Care Eligibility-General Requirements

E030-0520

Redetermination of AFDC-FC Eligibility

E080-0585

Continuing Eligibility for Children (CEC) Program

E080-0586  
Transferring Medi-Cal Services from DCFS to DPSS for Transitioning Youth (3/1/10)             

FORM(S) REQUIRED

DCFS 280  

Technical Assistant Action Request
SAWS 1
Application for Case Aid, Food Stamps and/or Medical Assistance

MC 250

Application for Medi-Cal Assistance
MC 210rv

Medi-Cal Annual Redetermination Form
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