POLICY RELEASE SUMMARY 11/13
Issued November 19, 2013; Effective Date: 12/1/13 to allow for SCSW Unit meeting review.
The following Procedural Guides are being released as part of the standard quarterly policy release schedule.  Please note that this quarterly release is done in accordance with a joint DCFS/SEIU agreement as to the timing of Policy Releases.
1.
0100-520.10 
EVALUATING A PROSPECTIVE CAREGIVER
Summary of revisions made:

This Procedural Guide was revised to reflect changes due to recent legislation.  The immigration status of a relative or non-relative extended family member shall not disqualify the relative or non-relative extended family member from receiving custody of the child/ren.  In addition, whenever criminal history is furnished by DOJ and the information is to be used for the purpose of assessing or approving the home of a relative or non-relative extended family member, the CSW must furnish a copy of the criminal clearance to the person to whom the information relates if the information is a basis for denying the assessment or approval of the home within 5 business days of notification of the home being denied.  When furnished other than in person, the copy shall be mailed in an envelope directed to the person to whom the information relates to the address location at which they receive mail.  In addition, the Superior Court in Sacramento County issued an order in Harris v. CDSS.  The CDSS was ordered to provide state hearings in cases where a county child welfare agency denied a relative or NREFM approval to provide care to a juvenile court dependent.  Instructions have been added to comply with this order
2.

0100-520.11  WHEN A CHILD IS RESIDING IN THE HOME OF A RELATIVE OR NON-RELATIVE EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBER THAT DOES NOT MEET TITLE 22 APPROVAL STANDARDS
Summary of revisions made:

This Procedural Guide was revised to reflect changes due to the passage of Assembly Bill 2343 which made changes in Penal Code 11105.  The new law requires that, when criminal history information is furnished by DOJ, DCFS shall furnish a copy of the information to the person to whom the information relates if the information is a basis for denying the approval of the home.  To meet this requirement, the CSW shall furnish a copy of the criminal history information within 5 business days of notification of the home being denied.  When furnished other than in person, the copy shall be mailed in an envelope directed to the person to whom the information relates to the address location at which they receive mail.  Also, information regarding Harris v California Department of Social Services (CDSS) was included in the policy.
3.

0100-520.70  EXEMPTIONS FOR RELATIVES, NON-RELATIVE EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS AND PROSPECTIVE GUARDIANS WITH CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS
Summary of revisions made:  

This Procedural Guide has been updated to reflect orders in the All County Letter No. 13-27.  On April 23, 2013, the Superior Court in Sacramento County issued an order in Harris v. CDSS.  The CDSS was ordered to provide state hearings in cases where a county child welfare agency denied a relative or NREFM approval to provide care to a juvenile court dependent.  Instructions have been added to comply with this order.  In addition, whenever criminal history is furnished by DOJ and the information is to be used for the purpose of assessing or approving the home of a relative or non-relative extended family member, the CSW shall furnish a copy of the criminal clearance to the person to whom the information relates if the information is a basis for denying the approval of the home within 5 business days of the home being denied.  When furnished other than in person, the copy shall be mailed in an envelope directed to the person to whom the information relates to the address location at which they receive mail.
4.

0200-515.05  ADOPTION OF CHILDREN UNDER THE INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT  

Summary of revisions made:

This Procedural Guide was updated due to the enactment of AB 1712.  As a result of AB 1712, dependency court can hold a 366.26 for a non-minor dependent who is an Indian child, if tribal customary adoption is the permanent plan. This policy has been updated to include Non-Minor dependent in the definition of an “Indian” child for the purpose of this procedural guide
5.

1000-504.10  CASE TRANSFER CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES
Summary of revisions made:

This procedural guide has been revised to add or clarify case transfer requirements related to a Non-minor Dependent (NMD) and inpatient substance abuse program address.
6.

0600-500.20  PROTECTED HEALTH AND MEDICAL INFORMATION: ACCESS AND SHARING

Summary of Revisions made:

This procedural guide has been revised to update information regarding the sharing and/or release of information to the Court about HIV/AIDS status updates of Non-minor Dependents, the prohibition of mental health practitioners to release information to parents of children that have been detained, and reiterated that HEP’s for Non-minor Dependents are not to be attached to court reports without the permission of the NMD.
7.

0050-501.10  THE CROSS-REPORTING RESPONSIBILITIES WHEN A REPORT OF NEW ALLEGATIONS IS RECEIVED AT THE CHILD PROTECTION HOTLINE

Summary of Revisions made:

This procedural guide has been updated to include E-SCARS 3.7 features, including the electronic transmission of the SCAR via the E-SCARS system to the Sheriff’s Dept and various other agencies.
8.

0700-500.10  YOUTH DEVELOPMENT: EDUCATION

Summary of Revisions made:

This procedural guide has been updated to include updates on educational progress of foster youth, as well as clarifying the roles and responsibilities of Education Representatives and the Holders of Educational Rights, and the emphasis on educational stability throughout the life of a child’s case.
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