
	

STEPS TO PLACE A DCFS-REGIONAL CENTER YOUTH, AGES 0-21, 
INTO A REGIONAL CENTER HOME 

 

Children Social Workers (CSW’s) are not permitted to contact a Regional Center (RC) FFA or 
group home directly to seek placement for a youth.  The following RC protocol is to be used 
by all Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) staff:   

 Upon notification that a RC youth needs placement, the CSW will email the youth’s RC Service 
Coordinator and cc: the DCFS Regional Section at: RegionalCenterSupport@dcfs.lacounty.gov 
to request placement assistance.  If the RC Service Coordinator states they have no placements 
available the CSW needs to request in same email thread that a statewide search be 
immediately conducted by the RC.  CSW then submits a placement packet to the DCFS 
regional center section, at minimum we need child’s full name, DOB, RC diagnosis, RC center 
and Service Coordinator’s name, summary of current behaviors, any mental health and 
medications.  Documents that help in locating placement: RC IFSP or IPP, IEP, Psychological 
reports. 

 The DCFS RC Section will provide assistance in locating any available alternatives within 
DCFS placement resources. 

 The CSW is to maintain email contact with the RC Service Coordinator and DCFS RC section 
until placement is located.  If placement is found without the assistance of RC or DCFS-RC 
section please provide an email with the location of the youth so search efforts can be closed 
and RC Service Coordinator can continue services in new placement. 

IF A RC, FFA, OR GROUP HOME IS LOCATED, PLEASE FOLLOW THESE NEXT STEPS:  

 The CSW is to request and obtain a Placement Rate Letter from the RC Service Coordinator.  
The letter will contain the placement’s location, license information, rate for DCFS to pay and 
wording that the placement meets the youth’s needs.  Contact our section immediately if there 
are any delays in this request or refusal to submit the letter. 
 

 CSW completes the DCFS 4213; and submits it for review and signature by their SCSW, ARA, 
RA, Bureau Administrative team and DCFS Out-of-Home Care.  A non-minor dependent’s 
placement into a RC home will not be reviewed by DCFS OHC.  

 
 

NO RC VENDORIZED PLACEMENTS SHOULD OCCUR WITHOUT APPROPRIATE APPROVALS 

CSWs may consult with the DCFS RC Section when using DCFS homes for appropriateness.  
When placing into a DCFS home, the Dual Agency and Supplemental Rates must be considered, 
please see specialized rates for RC youth on our LA Kids Regional Center Section website. 

Please Note: RCs typically do not have emergency placements.  Further, RCs are not legally 
required to provide placements for DCFS youth.  Please be respectful of their process and team 
with your regional center service coordinator at all times.    
 

Thank you on behalf of your DCFS Regional Center Section and all of our Wonderful youth! 
 

RegionalCenterSupport@dcfs.lacounty.gov 


