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HOPE 
 
LOVE ONLY COMBATS EVIL WITH 
COMPASSION 
 
UNITY DOES NOT NOTICE RACE AS WE 
RACE TOWARDS MANY COMMON GOALS 
 
THE BRILLIANCE OF FRAILTY 
 
THE MERE UTTERANCE OF TRUTH 
ESCAPES WITH THE EVOLUTION OF A 
NEW AGE THAT WILL CAST US NO WHERE 
BUT FORWARD 
 
WE SHOULD INDULGE THE CAUSE WITH 
HUMILITY 
 
THE HISTORY OF US IS YESTER DAY AND 
TODAY  
 
TOMORROW WILL BE OUR MASTERPIECE 
WHILE GLACIERS OF FROZEN MOMENTS 
FROM THE PAST THAW AS THIS MOMENT 
BECOMES OUR SHELTER EMBODYING 
THE ULTIMATE DEMONSTRATION OF 
HOPE  
 
TRUE FAITH ALLOWS PURE 
CONTENTMENT AS LEADERS FIND PEACE 
IN STRIVING FOR PEACE  
 
BEAUTIFUL HUMANITY IS ENDOWED 
WITH A SORT OF HARMONY TO 
ARTICULATE A GODLINESS WHICH WAS 
GIVEN TO US BY GOD SO GRACIOUSLY 
 
WE MUST NOT DISREGARD THE 
CONNECTIONS OF ALL WALKS OF LIFE 
AND ENDORSE COLLABORATIONS TO 
HEAL AND REUNIFY OUR PLANET       
 

WE ARE ON OUR WAY TO AN 
UNDERSTANDING THAT WILL TAKE A 
STRONG WILLINGNESS AS THE CHOICES 
MADE FOR CHANGE WILL APPLAUD 
BRAVERY 
 
WHAT DOES LIFE HONESTLY MEAN TO 
US AS A COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS, 
THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION 
SHOULD NOT BE ANSWERED BUT LIVED  
 

By  
Anthony Thomas 

 
About the author: 

 
In  the winter of 1977 Anthony Jr. was born 
in Rockford Illinois on a Friday morning to 
Michelle  and  Tony  (Anthony  Sr.).    His 
father,  a  professional  boxer  and  poet who 
without  a  father,  learned how  to be  a man 
from  the  streets  of  Chicago.    His  mom 
(Michelle) was a pretty school girl who had 
a  short  and  rewarding  modeling  career.  
Both were  in  love  but  his  dadʹs  turbulent 
lifestyle  would  quickly  end  their 
relationship.   In 1978 Michelle and her son 
Anthony Jr. relocated to California to start a 
new life.  
 
In  the  early  80’s  Anthony’s  dad  quit  his 
boxing  career  after  a  brutal  loss.   He may 
have  won  the  fight  but  he  was  high  on 
cocaine.   Anthony Sr. died eventually from 
a  fatal  gunshot  wound  to  the  chest.  
Anthony Jr. never got a chance to know his 
father.   
(Continued on next page) 
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 Anthony  Jr.  says  he  always  felt  a  certain 
void while growing up.  He started running 
away from home at age 5 and was expelled 
from  school  for  the  first  time  at  age  6.  In   
1985, he was  taken away  from his mom by 
Children  Services  because  of  domestic 
violence and drugs in his home.  

 
The Pomona Action Group on ERDD wishes to thank 
Anthony Thomas for a most inspiring poem and CSW 
Stephanie Williams, Wraparound Liaison, for her 
contribution of this article to this Newsletter. 
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From 1986  to 1994 he  lived  in group homes 
located  all  over  Southern  California.  He 
became involved with gangs and drugs for a 
brief  period.  Fearing  for  his  safety,  his 
Social  Worker  promptly  moved  him  to 
Baldwin Park where he got a chance to start 
over.    He  made  the  necessary  changes  to 
graduate  from  high  school  and  began  to 
pursue a  career  in  rap music, he  continued 
writing and looked for ways to give back to 
the system he came from. 

 
 
 
 

 
Currently, Anthony performs  at  venues  all 
over  Southern  California.  He  has  had 
various poems published  and  continues  to 
write  creatively  with  the  intent  of 
eventually  writing  a  book.    He  has  done 
voiceovers for commercials and has a desire 
to move  further  in  that  field.   He has been  
working  for  over  ten  years  in  the  L.A. 
County Department of Children and Family 
Services  as  a  Community  Worker  in  the 
Independent  Living  (ILP)  section  and  has 
been promoted  twice since his date of hire.  
He continues to pursue his true passion and 
talents while  finding ways  to  inspire other 
youth with similar experiences to his own.   
 

 
Eliminating Racial Disparity & Disproportionally 

(ERDD) 
2nd Wednesday of each month 

From 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Our next monthly meeting will be held 
Wednesday February 9, 2011  

at Pomona DCFS 
100 W. 2nd Street – 5th floor 

Pomona, CA 91766 
 

For additional information, please contact  
Co-chairs: 

Andrea Miles, PIP (909) 868-4563 or 
SCSW Robin Younger-Holmes (909) 

868-4361 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


