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ENROLLING FOSTER CARE CHILDREN INTO PRESCHOOL

Your care is so important to the development of our young children.  The time spent reading to, playing with, and talking with the children is building their learning skills.

In order to do well in class right from the start, today kindergarten requires children to have many skills before they enter school.  Research shows that to be ready for kindergarten, young children benefit from participating in early childhood education preschool programs.  

In Los Angeles County there is a commitment to provide young children with the opportunity to attend quality preschool programs.  Most of the programs are free to children under the supervision of the Department of Children and Family Services. Many judges are inquiring about what early childhood education programs our children are enrolled in and how they are doing in preschool.

You are encouraged to enroll every 4-year-old in your care in a preschool program. Many three-year-old children may also qualify and benefit from preschool.  Contact the preschool program to learn about the birth dates for enrollment.  Now is the time to enroll the children in school based programs, while other programs have on-going enrollment. 

Information is included with this letter to help you find a program in your community. Information is also available on the Department of Children and Family Services website under the Education heading at http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us. You can also ask your Children’s Social Worker for assistance.

Every caregiver is being asked to enroll all 4-year-old children in a preschool program. The enhancement of school readiness skills dramatically improves a child’s success in school and your help by enrolling the children in a preschool program in your community can make a significant difference for the children.
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Attachments:

The Early Childhood Education: What Does A Young Child Need? And Information About Child Care Programs 


Suggested Checklist for Kindergarten Readiness 
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