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When children are detained, the guiding principles for child welfare are safety, 
keeping siblings together, and placing children with family members when 
appropriate. However, these principles are often difficult to achieve due to 
numerous unforeseen challenges. It was during a MAT assessment for a set of 
five siblings (ranging in age from 18-months to 11-years) that I realized just how 
challenging these principles are to address in daily child welfare practice. 
 
A young uncle had a long and loving relationship with the five children, four 
nephews and a niece, and wanted to care for them after removal from their 
biological parents for abuse and neglect.  He was committed and devoted to the 
children and heartbroken at the thought that they could placed in separate foster 
homes.   
 
Three months after the children had been placed with their uncle, during the MAT 
assessment, I discovered that he had depleted his small savings, borrowed all 
that he could from family and friends, and was struggling to maintain his business 
while trying to provide child care for the younger children.  Funding for the 
children was delayed because he resided outside Los Angeles County. The 
utilities were turned off, and doctor visits were cancelled. Despite the young 
uncle’s devotion, the children were in jeopardy of being separated and placed in 
foster care.   
 
Assistance had to be implemented immediately to save this placement and keep 
the children together. Through the MAT assessment, I remained in contact with 
the MAT coordinator and the children’s CSW, updating them regularly regarding 
the challenges the uncle was facing.  As a team, we were able to connect the 
uncle with the Alliance for Children’s Rights. The agency provided financial 
assistance while DCFS processed the appropriate paperwork.  We also found 
subsidized childcare in his neighborhood.   
 
The MAT team was able to maintain this placement. By working together, 
discovering and meeting the young uncle’s needs, all the siblings are living safely 
together with their uncle and not placed separately in foster care.  I am thankful 
to have had the opportunity to conduct this MAT assessment. It is a privilege to 
be part of a team that directly benefits families. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


