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QUOTE OF THE MONTH: Live Simply So That Others May Simply Live
-Mahatma Gandhi

Happy July Kinship Family! Hope everyone is keeping
cool and enjoying our beautiful weather here in
California. I would like to take a quick moment to
commend Kinship’s own Dr. Michael Scoggins for
coordinating a great Kinship Conference last month.
Also, we cannot forget to thank our lovely Master of
Ceremonies, Kinship CSW, Barbara Barabino for her
enthusiasm at the conference. Also would like to say
Great Job to all of our Kinship Staff in putting the
conference together. Your hard work paid off as the
conference was awesome! Lastly, it was so nice
meeting many of you, our Kinship Care Providers at
the Conference. You are why we are here. We are
here to serve you! Marianne Yamato, CSA I

Caregiver Spotlight: Pamela Chavez….
“Keeping the Faith”

This month, DCFS Kinship introduces you to Pamela
Chavez, a Kinship Caregiver of 5 children ages 3-19
years old. Ms. Chavez has been caring for the children
since 2010. When asked how her life has changed
being a Kinship provider, Ms. Chavez said, “Well, I no
longer work. I used to work in the insurance industry,
but I am busier now than I have ever been in my entire
life. The experience can be really stressful but really
rewarding.” As to any advice that she would like to give
any new relative caregivers, Ms. Chavez stated, “I
would never do it any different. It was life changing, but
something I would never change. Be prepared for the
unexpected. Keep the faith. One way or another you
will get through it. I believe in miracles. Believe in your
kids. It all works out.” Ms. Chavez also stressed the
importance of building relationships with other Kinship
providers. Ms. Chavez stated, “It is so good to feed off
of each other. Your experience might just be what
someone else needs to hear. They wouldn’t know it, if
you’re not saying it.”

July Gets Hot in California…Water Safety
Tips from TeenHealth.org:

Swimming Smarts: "Buddy
up!" That's what swimming instructors say. Always
swim with a partner, every time — whether you're

swimming in a backyard pool or in a lake. Get skilled.
Learning some life-saving skills, such as CPR and

rescue techniques, can help you save a life. A number
of organizations offer free classes for both beginning
and experienced swimmers and boaters. Check with

your YMCA or YWCA, local hospital, or chapter of the
Red Cross. Know your limits. Swimming can be a lot

of fun— and you might want to stay in the water as
long as possible. If you're not a good swimmer or

you're just learning to swim, don't go in water that's so
deep you can't touch the bottom and don't try to keep
up with skilled swimmers. Swim in safe areas only.

It's a good idea to swim only in places that are
supervised by a lifeguard. No one can anticipate

changing ocean currents, rip currents, sudden storms,
or other hidden dangers. Be careful about diving.

Diving injuries can cause permanent spinal cord
damage, paralysis, and sometimes even death. Protect

yourself by only diving in areas that are known to be
safe, such as the deep end of a supervised pool.

Watch the sun. Sun reflecting off the water or off sand
can intensify the burning rays. You might not feel

sunburned when the water feels cool and refreshing,
but the pain will catch up with you later — so

remember to reapply sunscreen frequently and cover
up much of the time. Drink plenty of fluids. It's easy

to get dehydrated in the sun, particularly if you're active
and sweating. Alcohol and water never mix. Alcohol

is involved in numerous water-related injuries and up to
half of all water-related deaths.
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Summer Safety and First Aid Class
Offered: Rio Hondo College and DCFS
Kinship Division present Summer Safety
and First Aid Class July 11, 9:30am-
11:30am at the Kinship Resource Center
South, 9834 Norwalk Blvd. Santa Fe
Springs, CA 90670. Call 562-777-1751 to
register.

Agency Spotlight: Santa Anita Family
Services

Santa Anita Family Services is a great
resource for our Kinship care providers over the age of
55 (60 for some programs). They have a Home Based
Care program which provides time limited light
housekeeping or personal care services. No cost for a
maximum of 48 hours per year. Support Groups for
caregivers taking care of a person with disabilities or
grandparents or non-relative caregivers taking care of
children under 18. They offer Care Management for
persons over 60 or adults 18+ with disabilities whom
need intensive support services. For Caregivers 55+,
little to No Cost Mental Health Services. Additional
Services: Telephone Reassurance; Taxi Vouchers
(limited); Tax filing; Renter’s and Homeowner Rebate
Program; Financial Emergency Assistance (limited).
For more information, call any of the agencies sites:
Monrovia (626) 358-1185; Azusa (626) 812-5179;
Baldwin Park (626) 813-5245; San Gabriel (626) 308-
2822.

Youth Agency Spotlight:
Bienstar…Sabores Group

Sabores is a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
Youth Group that welcomes all youth ages 14-24 to
talk about their lives in a safe and confidential
environment. Group meetings are held throughout the
county (and can be accessed by calling for more
information) in the following areas: East LA (323) 727-
7896; Pomona (909) 397-7660; Long Beach (562) 591-
5191; Long Beach (562) 591-5191; Hollywood (323)
660-9680; Van Nuys (818) 908-3820; South Los
Angeles (323) 752-3100; San Diego (619) 259-2192.

Continuing Education for Kinship Care
Providers:

KEPS…The Next Generation Orientations for
Relative Caregivers / NREFM:

Attention: Relative Caregivers / Non-Related Extended
Family Members…*Come learn about DCFS in a
comfortable setting *Learn about the legal process,
ASFA, etc. *Resources for caregivers *Opportunity to
ask general questions about DCFS.

Orientations at the following DCFS Offices from
9am-12pm. If you are interested in attending any of
these orientations, you must RSVP as soon as
possible to: (562) 777-1751. Snacks provided.

7/10-Chatsworth: 20151 Nordhoff St. Chatsworth, CA
91311

7/17-Glendora: 725 S. Grand Ave Glendora, CA 91740

7/19-Compton East: 921 E. Compton Blvd. Compton,
CA 90221

7/24-Torrance: 2325 Crenshaw Blvd. Torrance, CA
90501

7/26- Santa Fe Springs: 10355 Slusher Drive, Santa
Fe Springs, CA 90670

7/31-Pasadena: 532 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, CA
91101

Community College Foster Kinship
Education Classes…Your #1 Resource for
Kinship Caregiver Education

Your local community colleges have on-going
Caregiver Education Classes and want to see you!
Being a Kinship caregiver is a unique experience and
learning techniques that can help you in caring for your
kin will not only benefit you but your children. If you
have any trouble finding community colleges offering
Kinship Continuing Education Classes, please call your
DCFS Kinship Resource Center at 1-888-MYGRAND
or 1-562-777-1751 and we will direct you to classes
near you. There are a number of classes being offered
this month (FREE) and only a few examples of the
classes are below. Please call your local community
college for a full list of classes during July:
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Citrus College: Register by calling (626) 857-4028.
Unique Challenges of Raising Boys in Today’s
World: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 from 9am-12pm at
the Adoptions Guidance Support Services, 969 South
Village Oaks Drive, Suite #203, Covina, CA 91724. 2

nd

Floor. Angry, Hostile and Defensive Teens:
Thursday, July 19, 2012, 6pm-9pm at the Family
Service Center, 14305 Morgan St. Baldwin Park, CA
9170; Different Shades of Autism: July 19, 2012,
6pm-9pm, at the Family Sports Center, 9059 San
Bernardino Rd. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730;
Recognition and Treatment of Eating Disorders:
Saturday, July 21, 2012, 9:30am-4pm, at Citrus
College, 1000 W. Foothill Blvd. Glendora, CA
91741;Foster Children and Sexualized Behavior:
Thursday, July 26, 2012, 6pm-9pm at the Family
Service Center, 14305 Morgan St. Baldwin Park, CA
91706; Grief and Loss: Thursday, July 26, 2012,
9am-12pm at the Adoptions Guidance Support
Services, 969 South Village Oaks Drive, Suite #203,
Covina, CA 91724 2

nd
Floor;Teens and Violent

Relationships: Thursday, July 26, 2012, 6pm-9pm,
at the Family Sports Center, 9059 San Bernardino Rd.
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730; Communicating
with At-Risk Youth: Thursday, July 26, 2012, 10am-
12pm at The Mormon Church of Covina, 1271 West
Badillo, Covina, CA 91722; Legal Issues Caregivers
May Face: Thursday, July 26, 2012, 10am-12:30pm
at New Directions Church of God in Christ, 1100 E.
Holt Boulevard, Pomona, CA 91761.

Long Beach City College (562) 938-3014; July 17,
2012: Parenting the Teen Mom / Dad 9am-12pm;
July 12, 2012: Hygiene: Bedwetting, Lice, and
Neglected Child 9am-12pm; July 24, 2012: Sibling
Rivalry 6-9pm.

Los Angeles Pierce College: July 7, 2012, AB490-
Understanding Your Educational Rights 9am-
12noon; July 14, 2012 Relatives…What are the
Difference and Rights Before the Court. Call (818)
710-2937 to sign up.

Rio Hondo College: July 10: Helping Children Cope
With Worries and Fears. 11644 Slauson Ave.
Whittier, CA 90606 9:30am-12:30pm; July 19, 2012:
Temper Tantrums: Kinship Resource Center South,
9834 Norwalk Blvd. Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670, 9am-
12pm. To register call Rio Hondo College at (562) 908-
3435.

Antelope Valley College: Call (661)722-6300.
Cerritos College: Call (562)860-2451.
College of the Canyons: Call (661) 362-3512.
El Camino Community College: Call (310) 660-3593.
El Camino/Compton Center: Call (310) 537-3808.
East Los Angeles College: Call (323)265-8963.
Los Angeles City College: Call (323) 953-4000 ext
2335.

Los Angeles Harbor College: Call (310)233-4446 or
4405.
Los Angeles Mission College: Call (818) 364- 7600
X7135
Los Angeles Southwest College: Call (323)241-5288.
Los Angeles Trade Tech College: Call (213)763-3665.
Pasadena City College: Call (626)585-3037.
West Los Angeles College: Call (310) 287-4317.

NEW PROGRAMS FOR ILP-ELIGIBLE
YOUTH BEGINNING JULY 2, 2012:

Youth On The Move: ILP-eligible youth

between the ages of 18 – 21 may qualify for a

FREE METRO ANNUAL PASS! There is limited

availability so apply now!

System Involved Youth Program for ILP-

eligible youth between the ages of 18 – 21 who

are wanting employment skills, training, and a

JOB! There is limited availability so apply now!

FOR BOTH PROGRAMS: For more

information and to apply, contact your

Independent Living Program (ILP) Coordinator

at 1.877.MYILP411, go to ilponline.org, or

email youthds@dcfs.lacounty.gov.


