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QUOTE OF THE MONTH: Never look down on anybody unless you’re helping him
up. –Jesse Jackson

CAREGIVER SPOTLIGHT: MARISOL GUTIERREZ…

This month, Kinship introduces you to relative caregiver, Marisol Gutierrez. Ms. Gutierrez is a single, full-time
employed caregiver who is also going to school. Ms. Gutierrez has also been caring for her 15 year old nephew
since March of 2011.

When asked how caring for her nephew came about, Ms. Gutierrez responded, “My brother became incarcerated
and his mother has substance abuse issues. Since he (child) was involved with DCFS in the past, I didn’t want him
to go through it again.” I called the Alliance for Children Rights. They helped me out with the paperwork for Legal
Guardianship. They appointed a Pro-Bono attorney for me and referred me to DPSS to file as a non-Needy
Caregiver to waive filing fees and I got medical and cash assistance for my nephew.”

In regards to any challenges that she has had in caring for her nephew, Ms. Gutierrez stated, “He has emotional
issues, so I had to wait for the Medi-cal to kick in and get him into counseling. I also got him involved in the TORCH
program who helped me with his behavioral problems and parenting classes. TORCH is a program for strong-
minded kids.”

As to what is the best part about being a caregiver to her nephew, Ms. Gutierrez stated, “He’s happy and calls
where we live ‘home’.”

In regards to how her life has changed becoming a caregiver, Ms. Gutierrez stated, “I went from being single, (not
married and no children) to having to find a babysitter. It’s fulfilling, but it’s hard. But, I have family for support. I
know he (nephew) appreciated it because he says, “I’m (Ms. Gutierrez) the responsible parent. He was a D-F
student and now he is a B student.”

Kinship gives Ms. Gutierrez a big, “High Five” for caring enough to take care of her nephew, and having a strong will
to continue with her own dreams.
By Marianne Yamato, CSA I

United Friends of the Children is a nonprofit organization dedicated to bettering the lives of foster children and to
supporting former foster youth in their journey to become successful, independent adults. Through its programs,
advocacy efforts and direct involvement with youth, UFC seeks to be a catalyst for change. The College Readiness
Program (CRP) helps foster youth become competitive applicants to four-year colleges/universities. This program is
enrichment focused and offers: individual college counseling, tutoring, workshops, college tours, special events, and
summer programs. UFC’s goal is to change the current statistics facing foster youth and offer them hope for a
brighter future. For more information please contact Carolina Diaz, Outreach and Recruitment Specialist at: 213-
975-1406 or carolina@unitedfriends.org



Valley Trauma Center (Van Nuys Location)
-Learn the facts about sexual abuse & sexual assault; How to support your loved one & yourself through the
process of recovery.
For: Parents, Caregivers, Siblings, Partners, and Loved ones of someone who has been sexually abused or
assaulted
Register by calling: 818-886-0453 or 661-253-0258-Request Sexual Assault Awareness Group. Space is limited;
$5 fee per session may be waived.

DPSS Toy Loan Program …What is Toy Loan?
In April, Marcia Blachman-Benitez, Director over The Toy Loan Program of Department of Public Social Services,
met with Kinship staff. Ms. Blachman-Benitez explained that the Toy Loan Program is a free service which allows
children to borrow toys from a Toy Loan Center in the same manner in which they borrow books from the public
library. The Children borrow toys once a week and receive incentives and rewards for returning the toys in good
condition. It is a voluntary community effort sponsored by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors and the
Department of Public Social Services.

The Toy Loan program also helps:
-To develop a sense of responsibility in children through the observance of an honor code and merit system that

gives praise and recognition when toys are returned on time and undamaged.
-To foster positive attitudes in children by providing them an accepted means of obtaining toys.
-To benefit children by keeping their spare time wholesomely occupied with a variety of toys.
-To involve the adult and teenage community in the needs of youth in their areas through voluntary commitment of

time and resources to assist children.

The success of this concept has been demonstrated over the years and is supported by the fact that the majority of
children who borrow toys from a center return them in good condition and on time.

There are many Toy Loan Centers throughout Los Angeles County. For specific centers, please check the internet
at: http://dpss.lacounty.gov/dpss/toyloan/tlcenters.cfm. You may also call 213-744-4347 for location information.

***STAY TUNED: Toy Loan Centers will be coming to DCFS Kinship
Resource Centers soon.

EVENTS:

Kinship Education Orientation Training (Come learn about the DCFS process; learn about the legal process,
ASFA etc.; resources for caregivers; opportunity to ask general questions about DCFS.)
Date: Wednesday, May 23, 2012. 9:30am-12pm. English and Spanish ((translator upon request) NO COST
Where: Wellness Center, 1403 N. Garey Ave. Pomona, CA 91767
RSVP as soon as possible to: (562) 777-1751
*Orientation Training coming to other areas soon. Call above number for more information.
Clearing Your Criminal Record (Training and Discussion)



Presented by Betty Halle, Office of Samoan Affairs
Date: Thursday, May 17, 2012, 5:15-7pm NO COST
Where: Kinship Resource Center North, 5035 W. Slauson Ave. LA, CA 90056, Suite G
RSVP to: (562) 777-1751 --Child and Teen Supervision Provided upon request--

2012 Head Start Learning and Resource Fair (for families with children from birth – 5 years old.)
Date: May 19, 2012, 10am-3pm. NO COST
Where: The Expo Center-3980 Bill Robertson Lane. LA, CA 90037

Bienvenidos Community Services Presents…Families Helping Families Giveaway: Come and select items for
you and your family for FREE. *Clothing for all members of the family *Items for infants *Bedding *Small appliances
*Household items * All items are new or in semi-new condition.
Date: May 19, 2012, 9am-1pm
Where: 501 S. Atlantic Blvd., LA, CA 90022
For more information or to donate items, please call: 323-268-5442

Save the Date:
Kinship Caregiver Conference--June 7, 2012

Call the Kinship Resource Center at: (323)298-3515 for more
details.

Check our website at
http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/kinshippublic/default.html


