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Dear Graduates, Friends 
and Supporters,
Welcome to Celebration ’12!  The Class of 2012 stands 
before you tonight representing the best and brightest of 
Los Angeles County’s students.  These graduates, despite 
enormous life challenges, have become distinguished men 
and women with an indelible drive to excel.  For more than 
twenty years, Celebration has honored Los Angeles County 
foster youth who have dedicated themselves to fulfilling their 
educational goals.  Tonight, we commend an impressive 
group of nearly 170 individuals, as they embark on the next 
stage of their academic careers at colleges, universities and 
vocational schools throughout the country.  Thank you for 
your presence and for applauding all they have achieved 
thus far with your support.  

Graduates, we are all here tonight to celebrate your 
accomplishments and honor you as you continue the path 
to success!  As you transition from one chapter in your life to 
the next, remember that you control your future.  You each 
possess the ability to strive for greatness and triumph.  The 
thousands of Celebration graduates that have gone before 
you have proven that success is obtainable through hard 
work and perseverance.  Now it is your time to shine in the 
next phase of your academic careers.  We encourage each 
of you to reach out to mentors, peers and teachers, as well 
as each of the organizations involved in Celebration ’12, who 
stand ready to support and guide you as you continue to 
grow. 

We are pleased to acknowledge that more than $900,000 
in scholarships has been committed to support the future 
academic pursuits of tonight’s graduates.  Thank you 
sincerely to all the Celebration ’12 donors and special friends 
who join us this evening for your belief in these exceptional 
young people and for your commitment to their education.  
We continue to be encouraged by the successes of these 
accomplished young men and women who hold unlimited 
potential. 

Congratulations, Class of 2012!
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Dear Graduates and Guests, 

On behalf of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, I want to extend a heartfelt 
welcome to all the outstanding Celebration 2012 graduates being honored here tonight.
For more than two decades, this Celebration has recognized foster youth graduates 
who have achieved academic excellence through their hard work and determination and
are pursuing higher education. With immeasurable pride, we join you in celebrating your 
remarkable achievements. Thanks to our generous donors, the United Friends of the 
Children, the Department of Children and Family Services, and the Probation 
Department, every graduate on this stage will receive a scholarship, allowing them to 
attend the college, university, trade, or vocational school of their choosing. 

Despite unforeseen obstacles and challenging odds, each one of you has navigated 
your way to personal and academic success. With courage and undeniable 
perseverance, you have proved yourselves special, making this night the first of many 
celebrated milestones to come. We are all inspired by your unique qualities and drive to 
be the very best that you can be. I have no doubt that you will succeed in your
endeavors.

On behalf of my colleagues on the Board of Supervisors, I offer you our sincere 
congratulations.  We are proud to share in your accomplishments and hope that your 
journey ahead will lead to health, happiness, and fulfillment.

Sincerely,

ZEV YAROSLAVSKY
Chairman of the Board 
Supervisor, Third District 
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Thank you to the following individuals and organizations that have 
made significant contributions to Celebration ’12.

This event is a success due to your tremendous support!

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Chairman, Zev Yaroslavsky, 3rd District
Supervisor Gloria Molina, 1st District

Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, 2nd District
Supervisor Don Knabe, 4th District

Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich, 5th District

LOS ANGELES COUNTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE
William T Fujioka, Chief Executive Officer 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY  
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES

Philip L. Browning, Director

LOS ANGELES COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT
Jerry E. Powers, Chief Probation Officer 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Patricia Curry, Chair 
Genevra Berger, Vice Chair

Susan F. Friedman, Vice Chair 
Dr. Sunny Kang, Vice Chair 

Carol O. Biondi 
Ann E. Franzen 

Helen A. Kleinberg 
Dr. La-Doris McClaney 

Daphne Ng
Steven M. Olivas, Esq. 

Sandra Rudnick 
Adelina Sorkin, LCSW/ACSW

Martha Trevino Powell 
Dr. Harriette F. Williams

Reverend Darrell Armstrong 
Rob Carson

Cinema Artists
Deborah Martin Chase

Dorothy Lee, CEO: Before the Transition Inc.
Employees Community Fund of The Boeing Company

David Gonzales
Maurice James 
Make Up Artists
Dr. Denny Luria



Dawn Mattocks
Pasadena City College Foster/Kinship Care Ed./YESS

Rotary Club of Los Angeles
Toni M. Schulman

Josh Stewart
Thomas Sweeney
Monique Thomas

The Carl and Roberta Deutsch Foundation
The College Access Foundation of California

The Community College Foundation 
The David Vickter Foundation
The Dwight Stuart Youth Fund

The Gas Company
The Goldhirsh Foundation

The Nesbitt Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation
Teague Family Foundation

United Friends of the Children
USA Funds

Walt Disney Concert Hall House Staff

Ron Galbriath, Master Carpenter
Terry Klein, Master Electrician

John Phillips, Master of Properties
Kevin Wapner, Master Audio

Sharon F. Stewart, Associate Director, Scheduling & Events
John Vassiliou, Production Manager

Cathy Cordero, Scheduling and Events Associate
Greg Flusty, House Manager
Janelle Cabrera, Head Usher
Jonathan Parker, Head Usher
 Ismael Tenorio, Head Usher

 Juan Torres, Head Usher

The stage crew, wardrobe crew, makeup artists & hair stylists, and box office staff are represented by the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Moving Picture Technicians, Artists and Allied Crafts of 

the United States of America and Canada, AFL-CIO, CKC, Local Numbers 33, 768, 706 and 857, respectively.

The House Managers employed by the Music Center are represented by the Association of Theatrical      
Press Agents and Managers.

Thank you to all the other individuals and organizations who donated their time, 
energy and resources after this program was printed. 



Thank you to all the Celebration 2012 scholarship donors who made 
it possible to award over $900,000 to this evening’s graduates.

Doctorate - $100,000+ 
The Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services 

United Friends of the Children 

Bachelors - $10,000+
Heads Up Youth Foundation (HUYF)

KLOS 
The Teague Family Foundation 

Y.O.U.  BOARD

Associates - $5,000+
Coalition for At Risk Youth (CARRY)

Rotary Club of Los Angeles 

Freshmen - $2,500+
Accenture

Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services/Managers

Scholars $1,000+
Jane Mabie Memorial Scholarship/All Saints Church Foster Care Project

Los Angeles County African American Employees Association (LACAAEA)
One Child at a Time

Torrance Women’s Club



Scholarship Contact Information
Students should refer to the contact list below to access 

the scholarship funds awarded tonight.   

Accenture 
Coalition for At Risk Youth (CARRY)
Heads Up Youth Foundation (HUYF) 

Jane Mabie Memorial Scholarship/All Saints Church
KLOS 

Los Angeles County African American Employees Association (LACAAEA) 
Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services – Director’s 
Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services – Manager’s

One Child at a Time
Rotary Club of Los Angeles 

The Teague Family Foundation 
Torrance Woman’s Club

Y.O.U. Board

DCFS Scholarship Section
Contact: Toni Joshua

3530 Wilshire Blvd., 4th Floor
Los Angeles, CA  90010
Phone: 213-351-0158

Fax: 213-637-0036
E-Mail: joshut@dcfs.lacounty.gov

http://www.ilponline.org 

Los Angeles County Probation Department
Contact: Monique Chanaiwa

Probation, ILP Unit
3530 Wilshire Blvd., 4th Floor

Los Angeles, CA  90010
213-351-0167

Fax: 213-637-0036
E-Mail: monique.chanaiwa@laprob.org

http://www.ilponline.org

United Friends of the Children
College Sponsorship Program
Contact: Cassandre Castanon
1055 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1955

Los Angeles, CA 90017
Phone: 213-580-1857

Fax: 213-580-1820
E-Mail: cassandre@unitedfriends.org


