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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

There’s a lot to talk about since our last newslet-
ter and the stories you’ll find within these pages
reflect on the many exciting, positive, and life-
changing services we provide for our families
throughout the vear. The Cornelia Funke
Awards shined a spotlight on our social workers
recognized for their heroic work. During
Family Reunification Week, parents and social
workers were honored for their extraordinary
efforts in reuniting families. We also said
good-bye to a champion of child welfare-
Judge Michael Nash who retired after decades
of advocating for progressive change on critical
child welfare issues. National Adoption Day
saw more than 200 children become part of
“forever families.” The 19th annual All for the
Love of Kids fundraiser was a gala event, con-
tributing greatly to the Children’s Trust Fund
while honoring NBA legend and Lakers
Champion Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Kids in
the Spotlight. Jacob Lusk, American Idol
finalist and son of South County social worker
Anglia Lusk, electrified the crowd with his
singing. During the holiday season, our
regional offices generously gave of their time
and energy to make sure that our families could
also celebrate with a smile. To ensure child
safety we’ve made the hiring of 850 new social
workers our top priority. The new web-based
policy manual provides quick and easy access
to information, allowing our workers to make
critical decisions. DCFS stands at the forefront
of child welfare as evidenced by the many
Quality Productivity and Information Technol-
ogy Awards earned by staff. Please check out
those dedicated staff that have earned Director’s
Employee Recognition Awards, thank the many
employees celebrating years of County service,
and bid those retiring a fond farewell. 1 think

you’ll be moved, as was I, by an amazingly
insightful award-winning essay, entitled

“Being Different Is Cool,” written by the
9-year-old autistic son of DCFS Field

Instructor Debra Waters-Roman. His
words convey much wisdom for one so
young. “It’s okay to be different,” says
young Daniel Roman. Indeed. %

Thanks!
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Social Workers Receive Cornelia Funke Awards
I '\f CF d

Dr. Astrid Heger, Cornelia Funke & Philip Browning August 7th awardees Front Row (From L. to R.): Fawnda Sandoval, Lmn’e
Miller, Anne Thomas, Agavni Nalbandyan and Aracelli Guerrero-Monge;

In 2014, Cornelia Funke, the multiple-award win- Back Row: Dr. Heger, Mr: Browning, Ms. Funke

ning children’s author best known for her books

“Dragonrider,” “Thief Lord” and “Inkheart,” hosted

two ceremonies honoring our Los Angeles County social workers and provided awards for ten selected social workers. Ms.
Funke grew up in Germany and, prior to her writing career, worked as a social worker. She is on the Board of Directors for
the Los Angeles County Violence Intervention Program (VIP), led by Dr. Astrid Heger, which serves as a primary medical
hub for child abuse cases in Los Angeles County. In recognition of the importance of social work, Ms. Funke personally
financed these awards worth $5,000 each. The award money is used to provide a week-long retreat for the honored social
workers to rejuvinate and refocus on the job of protecting children. All awardees were nominated by their peers for their out-
standing, often heroic, work and were selected by Ms. Funke’s team. The events were held on-site at the LAC+USC Medical
VIP building. At the August 7th ceremony, then-Supervisor Gloria Molina gave a special message of support to the Depart-
ment of Children and Family Services staffers in attendance. At the second ceremony on December 18th, Supervisor Hilda
Solis* Deputy Maria Romero brought special recognition certificates for the awardees. Regarding these awards, Ms. Funke
has stated, "I want to show my respect to all the ones who fearlessly face the shadows of our society and reach out for the
weakest - the children who learned about fear and pain far too early in life and live lives that would break most of us. The
winners of these awards devote their life to bringing light into their darkness. There is no nobler task in our society, and none
is harder. I wish I could do more and I hope there will be others who make this work more bearable by showing the social
workers of LA that we all know what we owe them.” #*

December 18th Awardees holding awards (L. to R.) Delmi Madrigal, Lisa Galvez, Arolyn Burns, Krystal Boulden, and Alaynnase Yi
with DCFS and County Counsel managers and staffers standing in support behind them.
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2014 Family Reunification Week Celebrates

Efforts of Parents and Social Workers in Prioritizing Child Safety

Children s Social Worker Leednne Unchangco with
the Richmond family

On September 9, 2014, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
proclaimed the week of September 8, 2014, “Family Reunification
Week,” celebrating the thousands of families that each year safely
reunite with their children. From 2004 through 2013, nearly 60,000
children were reunified with their families in Los Angeles County.
Last year’s celebration included three special events:

Five “Family Reunification Heroes,” including Angel Ramirez, Parent
Partner Ambyr Rose, Angela Dozal, Tashasha Richmond and Della
Hill, who is a caseworker with the Asian American Drug Abuse Pro-
gram, were recognized by the Board Supervisors for their exemplary
efforts in supporting the safe return of children to their homes and fam-
ilies.

September 10th saw the grand opening of the Parents in Partnership
office now located at Children’s Court in Monterey Park. Parents in
Partnership (PIP) are a committed group of parents who have success-
fully navigated the Children’s Court system to safely reunify with their
children and now partner with DCFS to provide information, training,
and mentoring to families newly-involved with the court.

On Friday, September 12th, a press conference was held at Children’s
Court, after which media was invited to witness the official termina-
tion of reunified families’ involvement with Children’s Court. “When
it comes to reunification, the system actually accomplishes that more
often than not. Of the nearly 28,000 children under our court’s

jurisdiction today, almost 17,800 are either being safely maintained at home or are in a reunification plan with their fami-
lies,” said Michael Nash, the retiring Presiding Judge of the Los Angeles Juvenile Court (Children’s Court).

DCFS Director Philip L. Browning stated: “There is no greater accomplishment a parent can achieve than resolving family
conflicts that provide for the safety of their children. The Board of Supervisors, Judge Nash, DCFS, Juvenile Court staff
and attorneys, our dedicated DCFS social workers and our many community partners join in congratulating these parents
in making safe family reunification their number one priority.” £}

Family Reunification Hero Angel Ramirez is interviewed by the media DCES Juvenile Court Director Wanda Harris
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New Web-Based DCFS Policy Manual is Easier to Access and Understand

On July 1, 2014, DCFS released its new web-based policy
manual, which was redesigned based on input received from
staff and stakeholders throughout the Department’s strategic
planning process. DCFS staff reported that policy informa-
tion was difficult to access and often contained cumbersome
technical language. The DCFS Policy Section rewrote and
reformatted all existing policies in a clearer, more concise
manner, reducing the number of policies by 30% from 323
to 227. A new website frame was constructed and reformat-
ted policies were converted into web-based content. User
testing of the new manual was conducted on two occasions
with line DCFS staff and union representatives, who
responded favorably to the clear separation of policy and
procedure. The new user-friendly format provides social
workers with expanded ability to gather timely information
throughout the decision-making process. The new manual
includes:

*» Clearly separated and labeled policy and procedures,

» Menu navigation with categories and subcategories
grouped by function with active links to related
policies,

» Hyperlinked table of contents within each policy,
» Ability to print selected portions of policy documents, and
» Hovering over words for instant pop-up definitions.

The new site also includes a link for users to provide
feedback on the system. The Policy Section will continue to
enhance the website, and is currently working with DCFS
information technology managers to explore the develop-
ment of a mobile application.

The new policy manual has received rave reviews. For
supervising social worker Ruth Herrera-Guelcher, “It is way
easier to read. 1 love the boxes with the pop-up definitions
and the links to get to other policies or forms.” Social
worker Veronica Haro stated: “I needed to know if a mother
could consent for surgery for a detained child or if we
needed court approval. It was really easy to look up through
the policy website. There were three reasons when a mother
cannot consent. So easy— I love it.” £}

Please see photo of Policy manual team on page 15

Meet Our New Children’s Court Judges

Our new leadership team at Edmund D. Edelman Children’s Court is Supervising Judge Victor H. Greenberg (left) and
Presiding Judge Michael I. Levanas. Welcome Judge Levanas and Judge Greenberg!




Kareem Scores Big at All For The Love Of Kids

(From L. to R.) Dennis Santana and Juan Arambul of The Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul Council of Los Angeles, LA County Beaches & Harbors Chief
Deputy Director Kerry Silverstrom, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Los Angeles
Dependency Lawyers, Inc., Law Firm Director Alex Iglesias, DCEFS Senior
Deputy Director Diane Iglesias and County Mavor Michael D. Antonovich

On October 8th, over 300 supporters attended
the 19th annual “All for the Love of Kids”
fundraising event created by Mayor Michael
D. Antonovich, Los Angeles County Supervi-
sor, 5th District, in 1995 to support the DCFS
Children’s Trust Fund. The Trust Fund pro-
vides a wide range of services including
clothing for special events, prescription glass-
es, educational field trips, equipment and uni-
forms for sports and enrichment activities, as
well as special medical, orthodontia and
dental services. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, the
NBA’s all-time leading scorer and best-
selling author, was honored for his Skyhook
Foundation, whose mission 1s to “Give Kids a
Shot That Can’t be Blocked” by bringing edu-
cational opportunities into under-served com-
munities  through innovative  literacy
programs. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar is consid-
ered by many fans and sportswriters to be the
greatest basketball player of all time. Mr.
Abdul-Jabbar graciously signed basketballs
that were auctioned off for $500 apiece.

Also honored was Tige Charity, Founder and Executive Director of Kids in the Spotlight, Inc., a non-profit organization
that teaches foster and underserved youth to create, write, cast and star in their own short films. This training culminates
in an annual film festival competition, “Movies by Kids, for Kids.” Kids in the Spotlight allows kids to express them-
selves through the art of filmmaking and encourages their interest in media careers.

2011 American Idol finalist Jacob Lusk, who is also the son of our very own DCFS social worker Anglia Lusk, provided
the entertainment. KTLA anchor Chris Schauble again hosted the event. £*

Over 300 peaple came out to see Kareem Abdul-Jabbar

Former American Idol contestani
Jacob Lusk entertains the crowd




Being Different Is Cool!

Daniel Roman, a fourth grade student at Margaret R. Sellers Elementary School in Glendora, and the son of DCFS Field
Instructor Debra Waters-Roman, of the DCFS Education and Licensure Section, penned an essay about growing up with
autism, which was selected for recognition among thousands of student entries across the nation in the PTA’s Reflections
Program. Daniel’s essay, “Being Different is Cool!"earned the Award of Excellence in literature. We think you’ll find his
essay amazingly insightful.

Hello. My name is Daniel Roman and 1 am nine and a half years old. 1 live in Glendora, California with my mom and
dad. 1 also have two older sisters who are in college. I am in the fourth grade at Sellers Elementary School. My
teacher s name is Mrs. Fallon. To me diversity means that it 5 okay to be different. I think I knew what diversity meant
long before I ever heard the word. You see I have autism. Having autism has always made me different from other
children. I get bothered by loud noises or tags in my clothes that make me itch. It is very hard for me to look at people
in the eye, and I don 't like it when anything at school or home does not follow the usual routine. I go to a lot of pro-
grams to help me learn how to do things that other kids just know how to do automatically like telling jokes.

It was when I was in the second grade that I first noticed I was different from other kids. This is when [ siarted to learn
about diversity. At that time I didn t like being different. I thought that no one would ever think I was cool. 1 just didn 't
know how to talk to other kids about anything other than American history or Star Wars. 1 also got teased sometimes
because I was different.

Now two years later with a lot of help from my family and teachers I don 't think of diversity as a bad thing anymore.
Now [ think it is a good thing. It makes every kid special in their own way. I know that all kids have some things that
are hard for them. Because I know that being different can be hard, I always try to be nice to other kids who may be
feeling like I used to. My cousin Asilbek who comes from Kazakhstan has cerebral palsy. This makes it hard for him
to run and play. I always iry to make sure and say something nice to him and include him in games I am playing. |
know what it feels like to be different.

I'will always have autism and so I may always be different in some ways. However, I never want people to feel sorry
Sfor me. I think that having autism will teach me to be strong and learn how to overcome challenges. My mom told me
about a woman named Temple Grandin. Temple Grandin had autism yet became a famous scientist. Some people
didn 1 like Martin Luther King Jr. because of the color of his skin. These heroes helped me to learn that diversity is a
good thing. I have learned how to feel good about myself and not let other people make me feel bad. I can be cool
and at the same time tell you anything you want to know about American history. My message is that diversity means
its okay to be different. It will be nice someday when everyone is accepted for who they are and we all realize that
diversity is a good thing. It makes each one of us special! ™

Fourth grade student Daniel Roman
with his mother Debra Waters-Roman,
DCES Field Instructor




2014 DCFS Quality and Productivity Award Winners

(From L. to R) Front Row Marina Janofsky, Lynette Morgan-Nichols,
Maricruz Trevifio, and Philip L. Browning
Back Row: Tricia Denson and Mary Nichols

Since 1987, the Los Angeles County Quality and Productivity Com-
mission and the County Board of Supervisors have honored more
than 2,000 individual departmental programs that enhance the qual-
ity and productivity of County services. At the 28th Annual Quality
and Productivity Awards ceremony and gala event held this past
October, four Department of Children and Family Services pro-
grams received awards as follows:

Certificate of Recognition for “Mediation Works,” DCFS man-
ager Lynette Morgan-Nichols. DCFS experienced a 75% reduction
in employment litigation expenses in Fiscal Year 2012-13 by rou-
tinely using the Department of Human Resources” Mediation Pro-
gram to resolve employees’ discrimination, harassment, and
retaliation complaints.

Top Ten Award and Best Service Improvement Award for The Children’s Welcome Center, DCFS manager Mari-
cruz Treviiio. Children’s Welcome Center provides a central location to ensure that abused or neglected children under
the age of 12 have a warm and nurturing place where their immediate needs are met while a suitable foster or relative
home is located for them.

Best Team Work Award for the Annual Public Health Expo - Prevention Starts With You, DCFS manager Marina
Janofsky. The “Annual Public Health Expo: Prevention Starts with You™ is a collaborative effort to promote health and
wellness and to create a healthier community by providing health screenings and promoting healthier lifestyles.

Special Merit Plaque Award for Intensive Field Capable Clinical Services, DCFS manager Mark Miller. Intensive
Field Capable Clinical Services provides Wraparound services for our youth who require emergent coordinated care.

CSEC Program Wins 2014 Chairman’s Challenge Award

# g . Al : ' 3 ;
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(From L. to R.) Violet Dawson (Probation), Emilio Mendoza (DCFS), JoAnn Pera (Probation), Heather Waters (DCES), Tonya
Octave (DCFS), Kim Biddle (Saving Innocence), Sgt. Jeff Walker (Sheriff 5 Dept), Xiomara Flores-Holguin (DCFS), Michelle
Criovmon (Probation), Chief McSweeney (Sheriff s Dept), Faith Onwusa (Saving Innocence), Jasmine Edwards (Saving Innocence),
Sairah Jahangir (Saving Innocence), Maria Flores (DCFS), Maria Pacheco (DCFS), and Philip Browning

Early in 2014, Los Angeles County Board Chairman Don Knabe issued the “Chairman’s Challenge” to identify notable
collaborative multiagency efforts that would improve services to at-risk youth, provide solutions for targeted problems
and easily communicate the issues to the public. The Los Angeles County Law Enforcement First Responder Protocol
for Assisting Commercially Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC), a joint effort of DCFS, Probation Department and the
Sheriff’s Department, was one of three 2014 winners of the Chairman’s Challenge Award. ©* 7



DCFS Receives Four Outstanding IT Project Awards

The 2014 Los Angeles Digital Government Summit was held on September 10 -11, showcased technical knowledge and
business solutions from various agencies and community vendors. The Summit acknowledged those organizations that
have demonstrated exceptional production and performance, innovation, functionality, and collaboration. DCFS received
four Outstanding Information Technology (IT) Project Awards for the following systems: Student Information Tracking
System; Cash Management System; Warrant Tracking System; and, the Foster Care Search System. DCFS Director Philip
L. Browning stated: “Information Technology is critical to the success of the Department and our goal to keep children
safe. There are a number of other IT projects being worked on by our Bureau of Information Services (BIS) and others in
the Department which should reduce paper work, improve efficiency and allow workers to spend more time with children
and families.”

The Student Information Tracking System 15 a web-based system that
allows DCFS staff to monitor school attendance, grades and other infor-
mation with the Los Angeles Unified School District and other school
districts.

(From L. to R.) Steve Sturm, William Cochran, Yohannes Seyoum and
Bill Wang

Not shown: Richard Sanchez, LA County Chief Information Officer
(CIO); Cecilia Custodio, BIS Division Chief Jason Ly, Project Manager

The Foster Care Search System 1s a web-based application that auto-
mates the search for foster care placements by matching against poten-
tial foster home, group home and Foster Family Agency placements.

(From L. to R.) Richard Sanchez, CIO; Jason Ly, Project Manager; Ceci-
lia Custodio, BIS Division Chief; My Trinh, Project Lead; Bill Wang,
Senior Developer; Andy Ye, Developer; Jong June Lee, Developer;
Melinda Tang, Developer; Jesse Marfil, Principle Application Devel-
oper

Not shown: Sega Chen, Developer; Kimberly Tran, Lead Senior Ana-
lyst; Mervat Farag, Senior Analyst

The Warrant Tracking System allows for the development and auto-
mated tracking of warrants, speeds up work, and ensures accuracy of the
complicated judicial warrant process.

(From L. to R.) Cecilia Custodio, BIS Division Chief: Pamela Prewitt,
Warrant Program Manager; Catherine Dang, Project Lead; Jessica
Brown, Lead Warrant Liaison; Elba Pinedo, Lead Warrant Liaison; John
Vuong, System Analyst; Melinda Tang, Senior Developer; Jesse Marfil,
Principle Application Developer

Not shown: Jason Ly

The Cash Management System manages money received from donors and payers, keeps track of scanned adoption agree-
ments and manages accounting codes related to all money received to generate reports and payment receipts.

Project members included: Richard Sanchez, LA County, CIO; Cecilia Custodio, BIS Division Chief; Jason Ly, Project
Manager; Bill Wang, Lead Senior Developer; Jong June Lee, Senior Developer *




Over 200 Children’s Adoptions Finalized at 15th
Annual National Adoption Day Celebration.

children and non-offending parents

On November 22, 2014, 127 families celebrated with their newly adopted children at the Edmund D. Edelman Children’s
Court in Monterey Park. National Adoption Day was first celebrated in Los Angeles following the success of the “Adoption

Saturday” program, piloted by Judge Michael Nash in 1998 to help expedite adoptions. Since 1998, more than 35,000 adop-
tions have been finalized in Los Angeles County. Department of Children and Families Services Director Philip L. Brown-
ing stated: “Today, more than 200 children leave foster care to legally become part of a *forever family,” providing them with
the love, stability, and security that all young people need and deserve. Today, we honor Judge Michael Nash, who for more than
two decades has championed the cause of foster children everywhere by facilitating nearly 35,000 adoptions. 1 also want to
thank our many social workers who are committed to finding adoptive homes for those children who are most in need.” £*

(From L. to R.) DCFS Staff: Clerical Administrator

Rochelle Johnson, Adoptions Assistant Patricia Kelly, Congresswoman Karen Bass honored (From L. to R. ) Social Worker
Intermediate Supervising Typist Clerk Treva Jackson, and  us by visiting the event. Here is Ms. Reina Gutierrez, mother Maria
Adoption Assistant Kimberly Yu Bass with Philip L. Browning Flores and her two adopted sons



DCEFS Partners With RISE Serving the Needs of our LGBTQ Youth

On August 27, 2014, DCFS man-
agers attended the Los Angeles
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual &
Transgender) Center’s press con-
ference for the release of the
report “Sexual and Gender Minor-
ity Youth in Los Angeles County
Foster Care: Assessing Dispropor-
tionality and Disparities.” The
full report can be found at the
website:http://williamsinstitute.la
w.ucla.edu/research/safe-schools
(From L. taR.) Angel Rodriguez (DCFS), Dr. Bianca Wilson (Williams Institute at UCLA), -and-youth/lafys-aug-2014/. The
Dr. Khush Cooper (Holarchy Consulting), Dr. Charles Sophy (DCFES), Lorri Jean (CEOQ of report outlines the findings of the
the Los Angeles LGBT Center), Lisa Parrish (RISE Project Manager), Dr. Curt Shepard
(Director of Children, Youth and Family Services at the LA LGBT Center)

Los Angeles Foster Youth Survey,
which received responses from a
random selection of 786 youth in foster care in Los Angeles County. Two of the report’s lead authors, Dr. Bianca Wilson
of the Williams Institute of the UCLA Law School and Dr. Khush Cooper of Holarchy Consulting, were present at the press
conference. DCFS has partnered with the LGBT Center’s RISE (Recognize, Intervene, Support and Empower) project since
2010 as part of the Permanency Innovations Initiative. The RISE project is testing a new model of service to help LGBTQ
(Questioning) foster youth find stable and loving homes in LA. ©*

Running for Wellness with Sachi Hamai

Sachi Hamai is the Interim Chief Executive Officer for Los Angeles
County and an avid runner. Here are highlights of our interview with
Ms. Hamai.

Q: We understand you’re an avid runner. How did that come
about and how many miles do you run in a week?

I started running long distances in the late 90s. At that time I wanted
to see if I could finish a marathon. Ido 5Ks, 10Ks, and half marathons
as well as marathons. I've run seven marathons and over 25 half mar-
athons. If I'm training for a marathon, I run around 30 to 35 miles a
week.

Q: What was your most memorable and toughest marathon?

{ just got back from running the best marathon in Tokyo. The crowds
were amazing, the race route took you by all the major sights in Tokyo,
and the runners were so competitive. My two toughest marathons were

both in LA. In one, we had torvential rain. I still finished
the race although some portions were almost knee-deep in water. Last year ¥ LA Marathon was extremely hot and very challenging.

Q: For those who think running a marathon is crazy, what’s the payoff?

There are a lot of things in our daily lives that consume us and running is a way for me to think through issues or problems or just to
clear my mind of evervthing. I believe it’s a healthy way of living.

Q: What are your thoughts on wellness in general and do you have any tips you can share?

For me, wellness is an important part of my lifestyle. I don't always eat as well as I should, but I feel like I balance it through exercise.
Running takes a toll on your body, so I alternate a couple of days each week cross-training. I work with weights, working different parts
af the body. Throughout the day, if vou can just get up and take even a 5-minute break, walk around, step outside for some fresh air and
clear your mind, it 5 very helpful. You get your blood moving, think better, and feel better!

(): Given the demands of vour position as the Interim CEO, how do you balance it all?

I get up at 4 in the morning every day, go downtown and do a good hour or more workout to start the day. If vou wait till later in the day,
Your excuses are you re too tired or you have to work late. I'm a morning person and working out energizes me. When [ don t exercise
in the morning, I don ! feel as good. Ity very peaceful at that time of day and I love that. This morning we were running around Dodger
Stadium in Elysian Park and the sun was just coming up—it was so beautiful! *

10
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Sachi Hamai and her L.A. County running partners with
medals from their races (From L. to R.) Ernestina Rhind,
Salene Giron, Maria Duron, Sachi Hamai and Avianna Uribe



Lovely Ladies Tea Honors Parents

This past October, the Palmdale
and Lancaster DCFS offices held
their first Lovely Ladies Tea
event. Twenty parents were
honored for their success in the
DCFS Dependency Drug Court
program, but, most importantly,
they were also recognized for
their commitment in making
their sobriety and the safety of
their children their number one
priority. These success stories
reflects the arduous team work
of DCFS staff, community part-
ners and the personal commit-
ment of each of these parents to
change their lives around.
Lovely Ladies Tea is an example
that change 1s possible when we
TEAM and work together for the

Front Row (From L. to R.) DCFS Staff: Barbara Dallis, Rochelle Frankling, Laura Shotzbarger, ~ etterment of others. GO DCFS
Nancy Ramirez, Jameelah Vernon-Lewis, Elizabeth Nava, Honorable Judge Teresa Sullivan ~ Antelope Valley Drug Court
(Dept 427), Dr. Arisha Muhammad (Tarzana Treatment Center), Back Row: Donna Fernandez, —Team!!!! €

Kimble Mealancon, and Teresa Jones

DCEFS Fire Dragons Take 2nd Place

The DCFS Fire Dragons
made DCFS proud by taking
second place at the 3rd Los
Angeles County Dragon
Boat Festival on October §,
2014 at Whittier Narrow's
Legg Lake. The DCFS Fire
Dragons have placed in the
top two spots every year
since the beginning of the
festival in 2012, beating out
many other county depart-
ments. The DCFS Fire
Dragons invite all the DCFS
staff and administrators to
cheer them on at this year's
race in October 2015 at
Whittier Narrow's Legg
Lake. ¢

P T : P T e

(From L. to R.) James Bang, Eddie Sosa, Guadalupe Lopez, Laura Andrade, Saskia Gonzalez, Stan Esperon,
Monigue Hernandez, Raquel Casillas, Silvia Salas, Elena Tostado, Carla Martinez, & Richard Cervantes
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The Social (Worker) Network  #fih

In May 2014, Santa Clarita’s Supervising Children’s Social Worker Deirdre Kuper was
honored by the California Youth Connection (CYC) as the 2014 Adult Inspiration Award
Winner. CYC is a youth driven organization made up of current and former foster youth
who are empowered to advocate for changes in the foster care system. Dede, as she is
known to her friends and colleagues, is Santa Clarita’s Independent Living Coordinator and
has reenergized the office teen club by having active CYC members interact with current
foster youth. Dede organized presentations on money management, safe sex, identity theft,
and cooking. Other presentations educated the youth on college and vocational school
financial aid and careers in the military. Dede often volunteers to speak at schools, Court
Appointed Special Advocates events and at residential treatment facilities to educate the
community on foster care issues. She has received many calls from former foster youth,
now adults, thanking her for the guidance and support she provided them in finding their
way. &

CYC member & emcee Michael Jackson with Deirde Kuper

Youth Development Services staffers Phil Stripling (left) and
Stanley Esperon (right) distribute information on Independent
Living Program (ILP) services to the over 3,000 attendees at the
2014 ILP Summer Kick-off Resource Fair. The event was a
great success with the participation of recording artists Mindless
Behavior and our 40-plus community partners. ©*

On June 26, a beach barbeque was hosted by the Teague Foundation
at the Portuguese Bend Beach Club in Palos Verdes in appreciation
for the hard work and dedication of social workers from the Comp-
ton and Vermont Corridor DCFS offices.

Front Row seating (From L. to R.) Social workers Kandace Hom, Robert
Guzman, Frances Cardona, Sheila Velasquez and Cristina Villasano,
Back Row standing: (From L. to R.) Social worker Antonia Lopez,
Regional Administrator (RA) Agustin Martinez, RA Tedji Dessalegn and
social worker Yesenia Mendez

Hayden Byerly (incognito with Halloween mous-
tache), star of ABC Family’s “The Fosters,” stops
by the DCFS Children’s Welcome Center for a Hal-
loween visit:

(From L. to R.) Alejandra Tenorio (Tinker Bell), Mexican
American Opportunity Foundation (MAOF) Childcare
Worker; Linda Melendez (Cat), MAOF,; Cindy Garcia
(Spiderman), MAOF,; Romeo Rojas (no costume), DCFS;
TV actor Hayden Byerly (with moustache); Michael Ross,
DCFS; Beyali Pardo (Cat in the Hat), MAOF; Olga
Flores (Minnie Mouse), DCFS and Christina Misa
(Zorro), DCFS

12
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On October 21, 2014, staff from the DCFS San Fernando Valley, West San Fernando Valley, and Santa Clarita Offices

teamed to host their second annual resource fair in the moming and mandated reporter training in the afternoon. The
resource fair, attended by 40 community agencies and over 200 staffers, was a great success. Following their first resource
fair in 2013, a resource guide was developed and updated for the San Fernando Valley and West San Fernando Valley offices,
which has been distributed to staff, community partners, other departmental agencies, and families. The mandated reporter
training was led by Child Protection Hotline Assistant Regional Administrator Gary Burks. ©*

The Los Angeles County Chicano Employee’s Asso-
ciation chose the Children’s Welcome Center
(CWC) as one of their recipients of toys from their
annual toy drive. Their Board of Directors learned
from their members about the “loving care, safety,
and security provided by the CWC’s experienced
staff.” The many toys they donated brought count-
less smiles to the faces of many of our youth over the
holiday season.

(From L. to R.) Linda Melendez, Mexican American
Opportunity Foundation (MAOF) Childcare Worker;
Joseph Sims, DCFS,; Balmel Seminario (front), MAOF,
Debrina Dante (back), DCFS; Jackie Hall, DCFS; Ale-
Jjandra Tenorio, MAOF; Beyvali Pardo, MAOF; Cindy
Garcia, MAOF; Eli Camez, MAOF; Cheryl Green,
MAQOF,; Ursula Estrada (front), MAOF

The Adopt A Child Abuse Caseworker Program, in part-
nership with Temple Valley Beth Shalom, donated forty
Thanksgiving baskets for needy families to East San
Fernando Valley social workers. The baskets included
20-pound turkeys with all the trimmings. Office social
workers, human service aides, and clerks helped collect
the baskets for distribution to clients. ©*

(From L. to R.) DCFS Staff: Carol Quiblat, Lavloma Mehr,
Veronica Montano, Lovette Panthier-Gerst, Dareth Timmons,
Juliet Sardarian and Christina Ter-Abelian with Lisa Stitley
af Valley Beth Shalom




Meet Our Two New Board Supervisors

This past December, Hilda L. Solis and Sheila Kuehl joined Second District Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, Fourth Dis-
trict Supervisor Don Knabe and Fifth District Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich on the Los Angeles County Board of Super-
visors. Congratulations to Supervisor Solis and Supervisor Kuehl!

Hilda L. Solis Sheila Kuehl
First District Supervisor Third District Supervisor

Congratulations to Recent DCFS Retirees (May thru December 2014)
I

Alberto V. Martin, Alicia Avakian, Alyce Beard, Amelia S. Rutledge, Araceli Barrett, Audrey Moore, Barbara J. Herron,
Brenda S. Lee, Carmen Abbott, Carole M. Borinstein, Caroline Han, Cheryl A. Bogard, Daniel L. Thomas, David Dia-
mond, Debra B. Jones, Dennis Yang, Diane C. Wagner, Dwight L. Griffin, Elyse C. Campbell, Evon S. Yacoub, Flora M.
Kroneberg, Genevia Earley, Genovieve Gomez-Lozano, Grace P. Fang, Graciela Vargas, Helen Juliet Zorrilla, John P.
Harris, John W. Johnston, Karen Streisand, Kevin Ferguson, Lavern Peters, Lemoyne Joseph, Ligaya R. Sarmiento, Lillie
M. Wyche, Lillie O. Louis, Linda A. Busche, Linda B. De Carlo, Linda H. Griffin, Lovia J. Pitts, M. D. Flanagan, Mahnaz
F. Hovard Margaret Saltzman, Maria Ontivero, Marta L. Franz-Moe, Maureen A. Reilly, Melanie Duggan, Melinda Cuel-
lar, Olivia L. James, Olivia R. Murillo, Ronnie Dann-Honor, Rosalind Pillars, Salvador Garcia, Stephen M. Scolaro, Susan
Weber, Thomas H. Brown, Vercie L. Young, Virginia C. Reyes, William M. Rodgers, Willie Wright Jr., Zoila M. Kalen-
born.

«



TH E I—AST WOR D Continued...

Recent Director’s Employee Recognition Award Winners

Helen Trefflich Shu-Jiao Joanne Lin Elsa Poyatos-Barajas

Senior Typist Clerk Childrens Services Administrator I Supervising Children's Social Worker Public Health Nurse Supervisor
Torrance Office Business Information Systems Palmdale Office Belvedere/Compton Office

ﬁ Y, /

Dr. Jeffrey Dorsey Tracee Cochran Jacqueline Chun Julie Clemens
Childrens Services Administrator [11 Intermediate Typist Clerk Children’s Social Worker Childrens Services Administrator |
Pasadena Office Headquarters Belvedere Office Santa Fe Springs Office

i*'
i
n : | .
Ingrid Jaramillo Wateridge Technical Assistance Team
Children’s Social Worker I11 Top (L. to R_): Ahmed Taiwo, Andrea Scott, Diane Love, Melandie Smith-Austin,
Santa Fe Springs Office Bottom (L. to R.): Natalie Olive, Jill Person, Anna Stewart

Web-Based Policy Manuel Team
Front Row (L. to R.): Annie Vu, Mary Jo Cysewski, Amara Suarez, Karen Hanna, Martha Lopez, Chung Bang, Donna Li, Gloria Serrano
Back Row (L. to R.): John Byeon, Jerry Fong, Henry Hsu, Maria Rivas, Miyoshi Taylor, Timothy Bussell, Wendy Jones 15



TH E I—AST WO R D Continued...

DCFS Workers Recently Celebrating Years of County Service
(May thru December 2014)

25 Years: Adela D. Espinoza, Alison A. Willis, Alphonse Guirguis, Andrienne M. Zackery, Anh Vuong, Ann L.
Lao, Anna 5. Jeong, Aprnl L. Jackson, Arthur Sweeney, Asghar Tavana, Bernadette Echols, Beth Carolyn Ellison,
Brent-Royzell Valentine, Brian E. Bruker, Carmen C. Moreno, Carmen R. Bollinger, Cassandra D. McKinley,
Charles Brown, Charlotte A. Lewis, Cheryl Murphy, Christina C. Ayala, Christina Tarango, Cindy A. Martinez,
Clarissa Aquino, Craige E. Henderson, Cynthia Hathaway, Darryl J. Arceneaux, Deana M. Rabago, Debora D,
Parker, Debra J. Tucker, Deidra Shaw, Denise B. Williams, Denise C. Woo, Dennyse R. Williams, Diana L.
Hamilton, Diane Lopez, Edith E. Muegge, Eileen W. Querubin, Elba Covarrubias, Elena Catabagan, Elena R.
Ontiveros, Elia Vargas, Elvira Altamirano, Elzena D. Coleman, Emestina Yepes, Ethel M. Ross, Flora Paskevi-
chyan, Florence R. Finney, Francine L. Baum-Kosikov, Gemma Agustin Mendoza, Geoconda Burbano, Gloria M.
Sanchez, Gloria Rios, Gregory E. Stock, Gretchen D. Bryars, Helen Trefflich, Hermina Ban, Howard C. Kunitz,

Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors

Hilda L. Solis
First District

Mark Ridley-Thomas
Second District

llene M. Douglas, Imelda Santos, Irene Rodriguez, Iris E. Gonzalez, Ismael Flores, Jahchurl Chen, Janice A. Sh?ﬂa K.uﬂl."l

Davis, Jeffrey S. Gibbs, Jennie Hsu, Jennifer A. Lopez, Jill M. Person, Joe A. Luna, John B. Sanderson, Joseph D. Third District

Sims, Karen D. Richardson, Kathy A. Madison, Kim T. Phou, Kimika J. Christian-Dodley, King Y. Ng, Kirk D.

Barrow, Larry D. Ascherman, Leticia Foster, Linda A. Gaskins, Lois E. Harris, Lorraine M. Fuentes, Lourdes Don Knabe :
Fourth District

Sandoval, Luella Brown Harris Mahvash Nazarian, Mansoureh Rahmi, Marcelino Ramos, Margaret E. Sanders,
Maria Bustamante, Maria C. Rosas, Maria C. Walter, Maria J. Cervantes, Maria L. Zamora, Maria S. Reynaga,
Marie Raymunda C. Quadra, Martha Brissette-Watson, Martha N. Morga, Marvella K. Little, Mary Ann T. Mata
Mary R. Arnold, Mery A. Gamboa, Meryl F. Spitzer, Michelle M. Forniss, Milton 8. Jarquin, Monica Y. Sterling
Myrna Oseguera, Nneka E. Unaka, Norma 5. Dison, Oliver J. Gass, Patricia A. Armani, Patricia A. Piazza, Patri-
cia A. Pruitt, Princess M. Rojas, Rebecca A. Rosales, Rebecca L. Roberts, Ricardo N. Lopez, Richard 1. Miyake,
Robert Kinsey, Rose N. Nwabuzor-Okwo, Sally Himes, Sandra L. Holland, Sandra Meza, Sandra Smith, Sanford
Dunson, Sharion J. Brown, Sharon D. Sayles, Sharon Littman, Sheirella A. Jackson-Gross, Sonja Elmasry, Sonya
F. Noil, Sylvia E. Mercado, Sylvia Huff, Tammy L. Moots, Tanya M. Jones, Terri A. Payne, Terry L. Woods,
Tha T. Yun Thieu L. Vuoung, Thomas A. Bright, Thomas A. Manning, Ullian Romero, Van B. Tran, Vernon L.
Hicks, Vicky R. Andrade, Victor Blackwell, Victoria U. Edington, Vien L. Lao, Wendy B. Jones, Wendy Chao,
Wendy Nguy, Yvette O. Carter, Zoila M. Kalenborn, Zola D. Johnson.

Michael D. Antonovich
Fifth District

Los Angeles County
Department of Children
and Family Services
425 Shatto Place

Los Angeles, CA 90020
www.lacdefs.org

30 Years: Ailene Montalvo, Alice M. Ross, Anthony H. Pierson, Arnold G. Lietzsey, Betty A. Ybarra, Betty
MNguyen, Brian A, Aaron, Cathy L. Collins, Celeste M. Coleman I1,Cheryl A. Barnes, Christine Balderas-Vasquez,
Crystal Hickman, Dana M. Simpson, David C. Henson, David H. Park, Deborah A. Ramirez, Deborah G, McDer-
mott, Doris R. Lopez-Manson, Dorothy J. Witherspoon, Dorothy Williams, Edgar Lockett Jr., Eleanor D. Reid,
Elycia K. Mclntyre, Erlinda V. Dyer, Ester F. Smith, Esther m. Herrera, Esther Rangel, Fatima Foster, Gale B.
Tate, Guy G. Trimarchi, Harriet L. Ellis, Harvey T. Kawasaki, Hope Barrasa, Jackie tucker, Jacquelyn L. Hall,
Jeanette Lee, Jeff D. Cekovich, Jeffery C. Smith, Jesus F. Barajas, John W. Johnston, Juan Chavez, Jules Green,
Julie 5. Lee, Kariel P. Leonard, Kathleen Gattuccio, Kathleen Marie Hand, Kim H. Vu, Linda A. Busche, Lon D.
McMaster, Louberta Tedford, Maria Sierra, Marta Castro, Mary L. McCoy, Mary T. Montoya, Maryam Fatemi,
Mattie Randles, Michael K. Williams, Myoung H. Vonghack, Norman J. Goudy, Octavia L. Johnson, Olivia L.

DIRECTOR
Philip L. Browning

James, Otto F. Astorga, Patsy R. McGruder, Priscilla B. Gonzalez, Priscillia A, Jones, Rachel Simon, Raymond Child Protection Hotline
Fountain, Rebecea N. Valdez, Revecca Ballin, Rhonda K. Hudson, Rina G. Huezo, Robert A. Wiltse, Rochelle L. 1'30{"_549"4“““
Johnson, Rosa B. Nafariyeh, Rose R. Carter, Rufus Jackson Jr., Sanda Cruz, Shaw-Ling C. Tang, Sonya L. Adoptions and Foster Care

Atkins-Whittington, Soraya Golban, Susan Gei, Tjen T. Kumiawidjaja, Valerie Amold, Wilhelmina E. Bradley, 1-888-811-1121

William J. Rosary Jr., Yolanda D. Taylor, Zandra Y. Robinson.

DCFS News Staff
35 Years: Belinda Dunn, Benson Hodges, Bertha Hernandez, Cheryl Gilerest, Connie R. Weaver, Cynthia J. F:bh“ﬁ;u;{@m?']:c p e
Harvey, Dascha Y. Brooks, Della R. Hernandez, Donna L. Fernandez, Jose Lujan, Karen Verhoeven, LaTanya Nm;a;an ,I':I'““c
Akaninwor, Lisa Medina, Lisa Whitehurst, Maria D. Rios, Melissah Stevenson, Mercedes D. Calderon-Rodas, D: il ; bi
MNormarie Waybourn, Reatha Lydia, Saundra B. De Vos, Sergio [. Verceles, Shawn D. Greene, Shirley A, E]im'mqugmlcglm“
MeMeal, Tao Dam, T L. Straub, Th Valinda A. Rhoden, Wanda E lista, Y S. Park.

cMeal, Tao Dam, Terry raub, Thea Cox Vali oden, Wanda Evangelista, Young ar Dunnzabetmmh e
Richard Cervantes

40 Years: Charlene R. Robinson, Fredrick Ross Jesus Ramirez, Lillie M. Kinchen, Michael L. Davis,
Peter Daley.

45 Years: Maria Cardona, William G. Mairs.

Submissions & suggestions: please email publicaffairs@dcfs. lacounty.gov
For upcoming DCFS events, please visit the DCFS Events Calendar on LAKids
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