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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 11, 2007

Contact:
Cheryl Rice

                     Teague Family Foundation

                     (310) 375-6565.

NEWS RELEASE

RISING STARS MOULIN ROUGE BENEFIT

HONORS MUSIC LEGEND KASHIF

AND KABC NEWS ANCHOR PHILLIP PALMER

“Rising Stars,” an annual fundraising event to benefit foster youth and the performing arts, will be held on Saturday, October 27, 2007, 6 p.m., at the Norris Center for the Performing Arts, 27570 Crossfield Drive, in Rolling Hills Estates.   The 2007 honorees include six-time Grammy nominee and R&B Hall of Fame Living Legend Kashif, and ABC7 News Anchor Phillip Palmer. 

Sponsored by the Teague Family Foundation, “Rising Stars” is held in conjunction with the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) and the Norris Center for the Performing Arts.  All proceeds go towards college scholarships for graduating foster youth and performing arts scholarships for underprivileged youth. 

Honoree, Kashif, is a renowned R&B singer, songwriter and producer, as well as a former foster child.  His recordings have sold over 70 million worldwide, and he has produced smash hits for such artists as Whitney Houston, Kenny G, George Benson, Barry White and Lil’ Kim.  He is being honored by “Rising Stars” for his role as the founder and national spokesperson for iCare, a non-profit organization committed to changing the image of foster care and improving the quality of life for children in the foster care system.  ABC7 news anchor Phillip Palmer will be honored for his ongoing support L.A. County’s foster and underprivileged youth.

- more -


The “Rising Stars” event was created in 2003 by philanthropists Janet and Ian Teague, whose efforts have provided hundreds of scholarships to foster youth who want to attend college. Over 20,000 children are currently in foster care in Los Angeles alone, and approximately 1,800 are aged out of the system each year once they reach 18 years old.  Only 16 percent of Los Angeles County foster youth currently attend college.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Proceeds from the event also allow the Norris Center for the Performing Arts Negri Learning Center to offer performing arts scholarships to L.A.’s under-served and at-risk youth, empowering them to become more confident adults.  With so many arts programs being eliminated from school curriculums, it is imperative that performing arts training be available to all, regardless of their ability to pay.

Now in its fifth year, the Rising Stars gala benefit is supported by ABC7 and the L.A. County Board of Supervisors.  This year’s event features a live Moulin Rouge themed stage show, with performances by several of the scholarship recipients. The evening will also include a gourmet dinner prepared by Chez Melange, and one-of-a kind auction items.
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