Former Foster Youth Serves as Peer Counselor

Former foster youth Christopher Mallory entered foster care at the age of 9 and remained in foster care and group homes until he emancipated when he was 18.  

His parents could not control their drug addiction any longer.  During those years, Christopher attended several different elementary and high schools and had only limited contact with his parents and his older sister, also placed in the foster care system, whose whereabouts were often unknown to him.  

Although Christopher faced stressful psychological issues on his own, he managed to successfully graduate with honors from high school.  He was recognized as Student of the Year at one of his many high schools.  

Christopher now seeks to support and educate other foster youth by serving as a peer counselor in the ESTEP (Early Start to Emancipation Preparation) program at Long Beach City College.  Christopher is determined to beat the odds and succeed as an elevator repair mechanic.  And he has looked beyond simply his own economic well-being  - - financially assisting his sister and playing an important part in the upbringing of his niece and nephew.
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