Volunteer of the Year Finds Value in Mentoring

Jan Springer has been named the 2006 Los Angeles County Volunteer of the Year.

“Nothing is impossible when it comes to Jan’s passion for foster youth and especially for her mentee, Monique.  She is a driving force in the development of DCFS Torrance Office’s model mentor program for foster teens.  Her contributions are many and her commitment is unequaled,” explained DCFS retiree and Mentorship Group member Stacey Saville.    

Springer has assisted the DCFS SPA 8 office in its effort to form the South Bay Community Mentor Model.  After many hours of fun, frustration, time and money, the team’s efforts are beginning to pay off.   In the year-and-a-half that Springer has been volunteering on the committee, her contributions have included assistance with web site development and a business plan, hiring of a grant writer, initial set up for non-profit status, mentor recruitment, community sponsorships, gifting and establishing partnerships with existing local mentor programs.

She also participates on the South Bay Community Partnership Council and co-chairs its mentor sub-committee, as well as mentoring three foster youth over the last three years in her spare time.  

“Being a foster youth mentor has been one of the most rewarding experiences in my life,” said Springer.   She describes her need to help foster youth as “coming from an internal pain that these kids deserve some normal parents.“  

Springer lives in Palos Verdes with her husband Jim, and two children. When not busy volunteering, Springer owns a promotional products business and a real estate investment company.
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