ILP Coordinator Helps Youth Take Charge of Their Lives

Independent Living Program (ILP) Coordinator Maurissa Sanders believes that Emancipation Division Chief Rhelda Shabazz recommended her for an “On The Line” profile because, “I tend to be outspoken and a go-getter.  I try really hard to make sure that the services we provide benefit the kids.”  
“She is committed, capable and confident, “ noted Shabazz.  “Her tireless efforts and resource development are a great benefit to Transition Age Youth, especially those in South Los Angeles.” 

Sanders began her career with the department more than 12 years ago as a Children’s Social Worker trainee in a Family Maintenance/Reunification unit where she served for five years.  She then moved on to the Training Section as an Emancipation Services Trainer.  Sanders trained social workers and foster care providers on how to help youth who are over 14 years old and then joined the ILP program where she said, “I get to work with teens and encourage them to be the best they can be.  My rewards are when the kids achieve and are stable.”

Sanders feels that the Emancipation Section is caught in a double bind – outside interests are well-intentioned and want to ensure that the youth’s interests are met, but don’t always understand exactly what an ILP Coordinator does.  She dynamically describes an ILP Coordinator’s job as teaching and assisting youth to take charge of their lives by being a guidance counselor for foster youth on day-to-day issues.  

These social workers assist youth who are in out-of-home care or with non-related legal guardians to successfully exit the foster care system.  The youth they deal with usually range in age from 16 years old to almost 21 years old.  Initially, ILP Coordinators help make referrals for the youth to appropriate Life Skills Classes such as G.L.A.S.S.’s Stonewall program for Gay, Bisexual, Lesbian and Transgender youth, or the L.A. Conservation Corporation for youth who are not on a college-bound track. 

There are multiple issues that ILP Coordinators address with their youth, explained Sanders.  Among them are education issues such as researching and applying for scholarships, paying tuition and purchasing books.  Housing is another important issue for the youth with issues ranging from moving into Transitional Housing, to applying for financial assistance, to find their first apartment.  

Employment situations are also addressed such as dealing with work-related conflicts, transportation, purchasing work-required tools, attaining and purchasing uniforms and paying union dues. Sanders said there is financial assistance available for all of these needs.  Assistance with driver’s training and car insurance are also available and funds do not have to be paid back to the department unless they are not used.   

Sanders is passionate about the work she does.  Some of it comes from her personal experience. 

“Given my history of a chaotic family, I was lucky not to end up in the system,” she said.  As a result of her early life, she can relate to her clients, especially teens.  Stability is something that is very important to Sanders and she translates this message to her clients.  She said she does see some youth thrive in spite of their tumultuous history. 

In recent years, Sanders helped a youth named “Brandy” who was raised by her maternal grandmother.  Brandy traveled to Japan twice as part of the ILP.  She then went on to attend Spelman College where she studied international business with a focus on Japan.  Today, she works for the city of Pasadena and is planning to attend law school.  

“She would have succeeded regardless,” Sanders humbly admitted. “She had it in her.”

For more information on the Independent Living Program and the services it provides, call (213) 351-0111.
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PULL QUOTE:

“I get to work with teens and encourage them to be the best they can be.  My rewards are when the kids achieve and are stable.”

-- ILP Coordinator Maurissa Sanders

