COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
                                       
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES


WIC 366.26 HEARING INFORMATION

REGARDING THE PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENT(S)
Fax and e-mail this report to the regional CSW no later than 45 days prior to the court hearing.  This form is for CSW use only and is not to be attached to the court report.

To:
     

Fax #:
     


Regional CSW

Phone #:
     



From:
     

Fax #:
     


DCFS Adoptions CSW or

Phone #:
     


Private Agency Social Worker




Private Agency:
     


Address:
     

WIC 366.26 COURT DATE: ____________________

Name(s) of Prospective Adoptive Parent(s):
     


     



Date Homestudy Referral Received:
     


Child(ren)’s Name(s)

Date of Birth


     

     


     

     


     

     


     

     


     

     


     

     

NOTE:  WHEN THE CSW WRITES THE 366.26 HEARING COURT REPORT, (S)HE MUST PRESERVE THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENT(S) WHILE PRESENTING ENOUGH FACTS AND INFORMATION TO ADDRESS CHILD SAFETY AND THE APPROPRIATENESS OF THE PLAN OF ADOPTION. 

1. SOCIAL HISTORY:  This may include, but is not limited to, age, marital status, education, employment, etc., of the prospective adoptive parent(s).


     

2. RESULTS OF CRIMINAL HISTORY CLEARANCE:  Specify the results of each prospective adoptive parent’s clearances that will provide the court with enough facts to assess child safety, but not violate the confidentiality of the prospective adoptive parent(s).  Also specify the results of clearances for any other adult age 18 or older who resides in the home.

     

3. RESULTS OF CWS/CMS HISTORY CLEARANCE (THIS SECTION IS NOT TO BE COMPLETED BY THE PRIVATE AGENCY SOCIAL WORKER.):  If there is a history of child welfare services for any adult age 18 or older in the home, describe in detail the type(s) of allegations involved, the results of the investigation(s) and the extent of child protective services.  Include a statement regarding the potential impact of any child welfare history upon the prospective adoptive parent(s)’ ability to care for the child(ren).  

     

4. MOTIVATION FOR SEEKING ADOPTION:  Describe in detail the prospective adoptive parent(s)’ motivation for seeking adoption.

     

5. DURATION AND CHARACTER OF RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH CHILD:  Describe in detail the relationship of the child(ren) to each prospective adoptive parent and the duration and character of that relationship.

     

6. CAPABILITY TO MEET CHILD(REN)’S NEEDS:  Address the ability of each prospective adoptive parent to provide a safe and secure home; exercise proper care and control of the child(ren); provide appropriate child care; protect the child(ren) from his or her parents; and facilitate visitation with parents or other relatives, if applicable.  If the current caregiver is the prospective adoptive parent, include information regarding each caregiver’s parenting abilities and experience with children, and how (s)he has met the child(ren)’s needs, including any special needs. 

     

7. UNDERSTANDING OF RESPONSIBILITES OF ADOPTION/LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP:  Describe the prospective adoptive parent(s)’ understanding of the legal responsibilities and financial obligations of adoption and legal guardianship.  For example, adoption is a life-long legal commitment to provide the child with a loving, stable home.  The adoptive parent(s) have the responsibility to provide for the child’s medical, emotional, educational, and social needs.  

     

8. KINSHIP ADOPTION AGREEMENT STATUS: If a prospective adoptive parent is a relative, indicate whether (s)he has been provided with written information on how to prepare a Kinship Adoption Agreement.  Address whether the parties are interested in working on or have completed an agreement. 

     

9. UNDERSTANDING OF LEGAL AND FINANCIAL RIGHTS:  Describe the prospective adoptive parent(s)’ understanding of the legal and financial rights of adoption and legal guardianship, respectively.  For example, adoptive parent(s) have the right to change the child’s name, claim the child for income tax purposes and add the child on their insurance plan using Medi-Cal as the secondary coverage.  The adopted child has inheritance rights equal to the rights of their birth children.   Discuss whether the prospective adoptive parent(s) have been notified of the Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) and their right to apply for a higher rate if the child’s medical or mental status should change in the future with documentation from the treating physician. 

     

10. COMMITMENT TO PERMANENT PLAN:  Describe the prospective adoptive parent(s)’ commitment to providing the child(ren) with a permanent home.  Include statements from the prospective adoptive parent(s) and record the statements verbatim, whenever possible.  Also include whether the prospective adoptive parent(s) have been timely in submitting documents needed to approve the homestudy and have cooperated in scheduling needed interviews.

     

11.  CHILD(REN)’S STATEMENT(S) CONCERNING PLACEMENT AND THE PROSPECTIVE 
       ADOPTION/LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP:  Obtain a statement from each child age four years or older 
       concerning his/her placement and the identified plan of adoption/legal guardianship unless the child’s age, 
       physical, emotional or other condition precludes a meaningful response (describe the condition that 
       precludes the response).  If the child is 12 years old or older, the child’s statement must clearly reflect 
       whether or not s(he) consents to the termination of his/her parents’ parental rights and the adoption.  Enter 
       the name of each child, date interviewed, and if the interview was conducted in person or by telephone.  
      Record the statements verbatim, whenever possible.  If the child is non-verbal or too young to make a 
      statement, enter the child’s name followed by “The child is non-verbal” or “The child is too young to make a 
      statement.” 

     

12. ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION: Discuss the progress of the homestudy, the projected approval date and any items that are missing. If there are serious concerns regarding the ability to approve the identified prospective adoptive parent(s)’ adoptive home study and it is questionable whether the prospective adoptive parent(s) can provide for the child(ren)’s needs without ongoing DCFS supervision and services, clearly state this in your report.  
     

COMPLETED BY:
     

DATE:
     


Name & Title




APPROVED BY:
     

DATE:
     


Name & Title


Confidential case record pursuant to WIC Section 827 and order of the Los Angeles County Juvenile Court.  Adoption case records are confidential pursuant to Manual of Policies and Procedures, Section 35049(b) of the Adoption Users Manual and WIC Section 10850.
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