
 

 

History of The Los Angeles County 
Department of Children and Family Services 

 
Approaches to child welfare have changed greatly over the decades as societal norms and expectations have 
shifted. The Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services originates from the Office of 
Superintendent of Children’s and Women’s Work that formed in 1891, to care for destitute women and their 
children under the guidelines of the 1851 Poor Law. In 1903, the First Juvenile Court in California was 
established, and in 1913, the first iteration of DCFS as we know it today was created under the Department of 
Charities. 

Key Dates in the History of DCFS:  
 

 

The Department of Charities is formed. 1913 

1935 Passage of California Civil Code 232 
allowed abandoned children to be 

eligible for adoption. 

The Division of Outdoor Relief is expanded 
and renamed the Bureau of Indigent Relief. In 
1943 it was changed again to the Bureau of 

Public Assistance. 

1938 

1965 
Mandatory child abuse reporting laws 
are created to provide a legal basis for 

child abuse reporting. 

1966 
The Bureau of Public Assistance 

became the Department of Public Social 
Services (DPSS). 

1984 
With the support of local child 

advocates, the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors creates the 

Department of Children and Family 
Services. 

2019 
Since 2000, DCFS has ensured the 

safety, well-being and permanency of 
over 2 million children across Los 

Angeles County. 


