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20 Years of Reuniting
Families Through
Recovery Support
Court

The 27-year-old Antelope Valley mother had never
spent a night apart from her son. But after losing her job,
being forced from her motel room, and experiencing a
substance use disorder alongside mounting personal,
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“It was an eye-opener for me to have him be removed from my custody,” Jessie said of that moment seven months
ago. “l knew | had to hold myself accountable for the sake of my son.”

She credits Recovery Support Court (RSC) with helping transform one of the most deeply challenging chapters of her
life into a story of healing and hope.

Last month, Jessie joined 20 other parents in Monterey Park at the Edmund D. Edelman Children's Courthouse to
celebrate their graduation from RSC, a voluntary program for parents confronting substance use disorders and open
dependency cases. The ceremony also marked the program's 20th anniversary — a milestone reflecting two decades
of helping approximately 300 families remain safely together or reunify.

Established in 2006, RSC was created after leaders within Los Angeles County’s Dependency Court system
recognized a common barrier to family reunification: parents dealing with substance use challenges who needed
more structured support.

Since its inception under Commissioner Stephen C. Marpet, this courtroom has emphasized both accountability and
encouragement. Participants receive intensive case management from specially trained Department of Children and
Family Services (DCFS) social workers whose caseloads focus on families affected by drug and alcohol dependency,
while regular court appearances allow Commissioner Marpet to monitor progress, celebrate achievements, and
quickly address setbacks before they derail recovery.
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"At the heart of our work is a simple belief: Children do
best when they can safely be with their families,” DCFS
Director Brandon T. Nichols said. “Recovery is rarely a
straight line, but we see time and again what becomes
possible when parents are met with understanding,
treated with dignity, and partnered with people who
believe in their capacity to heal and to grow."

Research, including a 2023 study published in Child
Abuse & Neglect has consistently shown that parents
who complete substance use treatment are significantly
more likely to be reunited with their children. RSC
reinforces progress through court contact every two
weeks, coordinated support from social workers and
treatment providers, and ongoing accountability that
helps parents address their unique challenges and stay
connected to their recovery goals.

For Jessie, that support proved life-changing. After completing intensive outpatient treatment and additional supportive
services, including parenting classes, she steadily rebuilt her life. And two weeks after her RSC graduation, she
regained full custody of her son, who turns 5 this month — a birthday celebration they're both excited to share with
friends and family.

Her journey echoes that of Beatriz, a 2024 RSC graduate and keynote speaker at the graduation ceremony who made
steady progress in her recovery despite relapse and other setbacks before ultimately reunifying with her youngest

daughter.

What kept her going, she said, was knowing that others — particularly Commissioner Marpet — believed in her even
when she struggled to believe in herself.

“This is a huge achievement for all of us,” Beatriz told the graduates. “We didn't just finish a program, we fought our
way back to life.”

Learn more about RSC's support for parents like Beatriz and Jessie here.
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213423005008
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